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PEEFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



The former edition of this little work was called 
The Wallet Booh of the Roman Wall. This 
designation not being generally understood, the 
more common one of * Hand-book ' has now 
been adopted. 

The Romans were not only great conquerors 
but they were wise and politic governors. They 
brought all the nations of the then known world 
into unity, and spread the blessings of order and 
civilization to the very ends of the earth. . The 
people of England are in this respect the succes- 
sors of the Romans. Through their instrument- 
ality vast continents, of the existence of which 
Caesar never dreamt, have obtained the advan- 
tage of a well organized government ; their rude 
inhabitants have been induced to engage in the 
pursuits of peaceful industry ; and the blessings 
of Christianity have been pressed upon their 
attention. 

As Englishmen we cannot but feel an interest 
in the history of our great predecessors, and have 
special pleasure in tracing those memorials of 
their presence and power which they have left in 
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this and other lands. There is, besides, much 
advantage in doing so. We can hardly hold 
fellowship with the mighty men of the past with- 
out imbibing some of their courage and some of 
their lofty aspirations 

The grandest monument of the daring, the 
power, and the determination of the Romans 
which is to be found in the dominions of our most 
gracious Sovereign Lady, Victoria — dominions on 
which the sun never sets — is to be found in 
the Northern Counties of England. Educated 
Englishmen cannot but wish to visit the Wall 
of Hadrian, which stretches from the' estuary of 
the Tyne to the waters of the Sol way Firth. To 
assist them in doing so this Hand-book has been 
prepared. 

Whilst substantially the same as when first 
published, care has been taken in this new edition 
to bring up the information to the present period, 
A new map has been prepared, and several plates 
depicting various scenes met with on the Wall 
have been introduced, for which the writer is 
indebted to the artistic skill and kindness of his 
friend Mr. C. J. Spence. 

Neivcastle-upon- Tyne^ 

12th July, 1884. 



PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 



In a few weeks after its issue, the second edition 
of this Hand-book was exhausted, and for a third 
time the writer has found himself engaged in 
preparing it for the press. Under the impression 
that he was doing so for the last time, he has 
spared no pains in making the present issue as 
complete as possible. Some of the newest dis- 
coveries on the Wall have perhaps been described 
with a minuteness scarcely fitting a work of this 
character. The writer's object in doing so has 
been to render the little volume, in some measure, 
supplemental to the last edition of his larger 
work. The Roman Wall. 

An Appendix is added, in which an account 
is given of a diploma of Roman citizenship found 
at Chesters, and some suggestions are made as to 
how the Wall may be visited. Some additional 
plans and illustrations have also been given. 

In traversing the Wall from time to time, the 
writer notices with regret that those portions of 
the great structure which have, in recent times. 
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been divested of the covering which has protected 
them for centuries, are beginning to yield to 
adverse influences. Should the tourist, half-a- 
century hence, find the descriptions in the Hand- 
book more glowing than the reality, let him 
charitably consider that we have written of things 
as they are, not as they may eventually be. 

J. COLLINGWOOD BEUOE. 



June 10th, 1885. 




PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 



In 1891 it was intended to issue another edition 

of this Hand-book, and the editor had several 

times, at the request of the late Dr. Bruce, gone 

along the course of the Wall from end to end for 

the purpose of verifying all the statements in the 

book and to correct them if and where necessary. 

Before the edition could be prepared for the press 

the venerable author died. The volume is now 

issued with such few additions and alterations as 

are necessary to bring it into harmony with the 

discoveries that have been made in recent years. 

The plates etched by Mr. C. J. Spence, which 

appeared in the last two editions, are so worn 

that they cannot, unfortunately, be made use of 

in the present edition. 

K. B. 

South Shields^ July^ 1895. 
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CHAPTER I. 



INTRODUCTORY. 

He who contemplates a pilgrimage per Uneam Valliy if he be 
imbued with a thorough love of antiquity, and duly appreciate 
the importance of the great structure which invites his attention, 
will not lightly enter upon the enterprize. Before adopting the 
* scallop-shell ' and adjusting his * wallet,' he will probably wish 
to renew his acquaintance with the earliest chapter of our 
English history, and glance at the authors who have written 
upon the subject of his inquiry. Perchance, too, he may wish 
to carry with him upon his journey, in the form of memoranda, 
some of the results of his reading. To direct him in his earlier 
inquiries, and to supply him with some materials for subsequent 
reference, the following sections of this chapter are set before 
him. 

Works upon the Subject. 

Camden, in his Britannia^ besides describing the inscriptions 
under the various localities where they were found, has a short 
chapter headed mvrvs picticvs (ed. of 1587, p. 532). The last 
edition printed in the author's lifetime is that of 1607. The 

2 
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Britannia was translated in 1610 by Dr. Philemon Holland 
under, as is understood, the supervision of the author. The 
edition of 1637 is illustrated with the wood-cuts and plates of 
the last Latin edition. Bishop Gibson published in 1695 a new 
translation of Camden's Britannia^ with 'additions and improve- 
ments.' New editions appeared in 1722, 1753, and 1772. The 
Bishop's additions, unhappily, are not always improvements. 
The later editions contain a chapter on the Wall, written by a 
person who surveyed it in 1708. This writer is probably the 
eariiest, who, having traversed the whole length of the structure, 
has given us an account of it. The latest editions of Camden 
are those of Richard Gough, the one published in 3 vols. fol. 
1798 ; the other in 4 vols. fol. 1806. 

The Itinerarium Septentrionale, or a Journey through most of 
the Counties of Scotland^ and those in the North of England, was 
published by Alexander (Jordon in 1727. He is the * Sandy 
Gordon' of Sir Walter Scott's Antiquary. Gordon traversed 
portions of the Wall in company with Horsley. 

Horsley's Britannia Romana, published in 1732, is still the 
great storehouse of information on the Roman Antiquities of 
Britain. He has treated of the Wall and its inscriptions largely 
and lucidly. Unfortunately his engravings, for the most part, 
do great injustice to the altars and sculptures which they are 
intended to represent. The lettering of the inscriptions is good. 
I fancy that he was his own artist. As an epigraphist he knew 
the importance of representing the letters with absolute fidelity, 
while perhaps he cared less about the exact form of the stones 
on which they were iascribed. Besides it is easier to draw 
letters than artistic figures. 

Warburton's Vallum. Romanum, published in 1753, consists 
of those portions of Horsley's work which bear directly upon the 
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Wall, transferred to his own book, with the smallest possible 
acknowledgment. It has the advantage of being portable. 

In 1776, some years after the death of its author, Stukeley's 
Iter Boreale was published. It contains the memoranda of a 
journey taken in 1725, in the company of Roger Grale, over 
the western and northern parts of England. His account of the 
Wall is interesting, many of his remarks being as original as 
they are just. 

Brand, in an Appendix to the first volume of his History 
of Newcastle^ published in 1789, gives a brief account of 
the Wall. 

William Hutton of Birmingham, in the year 1801, at the 
age of 78, traversed the great Barrier on foot, and gave to the 
world the result of his observations in a work entitled The 
History of the Roman Wall, Though the work betrays some 
weak points, a fine vein of enthusiasm runs through it. In his 
preface, he says, ' Perhaps I am the first man that ever travelled 
the whole length of the Wall, and probably the last that wiU 
ever attempt it.' He also says (p. 23) that * men have been 
deified for trifles compared with this admirable structure.' 

The Rev. John Hodgson, who was at the time incumbent of 
Jarrow and Heworth, published, in The Picture of N'ewcastle-on- 
Tyne (1812), a comprehensive and useful account of the Wall. 

The fourth volume of the Magna Britannia of the Messrs. 
Lysons (1816) contains an article on the Roman Wall, and a 
good account of the Roman Inscriptions of Cumberland. 

The Rev. John Hodgson, the historian, devoted nearly the 
whole of the last volume which he lived to publish of his History 
of Northumberland to the Walls of Hadrian and Antoninus. 
This volume was also published separately, under the title of The 
Roman Wall and South Tindale, in the Counties of Northumber- 
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land and Gumberlandy 1841. To this work, as well as to Horsley's 
Britannia Romanay the present writer is largely indebted. 

Brace's Roman Wall, first edition, 1851; second edition, 
1858 ; third edition, 1867. 

The Lapidarium Septentrionale : a Description of the Monu- 
ments of Roman Rule in the North of England^ 1875, edited by 
the Eev. J. Collingwood Bruce ; and the Corpus Inscriptionwn 
Latinarumy vol. vii., edited by Prof. E. Hiibner, give full de- 
scriptions of the inscriptions. 

In the Collectanea Antiqua^ vols. ii. and iii., the late Charles 
Eoach Smith gives a graphic account of the journeys he made 
to different parts of the Barrier, some of them in the company 
of the author. 

To the munificence of Algernon, Duke of Northumberland, 
antiquaries are indebted for two works of the greatest im- 
portance — A Survey of the Watting Street from the Tees to the 
Scottish Border^ made in the years 1850 and 1851, and A Survey 
of the Roman Wall, made in the years 1852-1854. The late 
Henry Mac Lauchlan, to whom the responsible task was com- 
mitted, has performed it with great skill and the most scrapulous 
fidelity. Whoever possesses the Survey of the Wall^ and its 
accompanying Memoir, may not only enter advantageously upon 
his pilgrimage, but when it is over, can easily retrace, upon the 
accurately engraved plans, every step of his journey. 

Chancellor Ferguson, F.S.A., in A Popular History of Cum- 
berland, gives a careful account of what he calls 'The Trail of 
the Wall ' as it passes through Cumberland, starting from the 
Sol way and working eastwards. Mr. George Nelson, in /temper 
lineam Valli, started a theory that the earthen vallum is older 
than the stone Wall, and was originally a defence against the 
north, but that on completion of the murus was converted into 
defence against the south. This is not very probable. 
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Historical Data. * 

Pytheas of Marseilles made an exploratory voyage to Britain, 
about B.C. 330. 

Julius Caesar landed in Britain B.C. 55. The legions which 
he brought on this occasion were the seventh and the tenth. 
He withdrew the same year. The next summer he made a 
second descent, bringing five legions with him. One of these 
legions, the seventh, is specified by Caesar ; the others are not. 
This army was likewise withdrawn before the approach of winter. 

The Emperor Claudius visited the island in person a.d. 43, 
having previously sent over a considerable army, consisting of 
the second, the ninth, the fourteenth, and the twentieth legions, 
together with a proper proportion of auxiliary troops. Most of 
these legions had an important part to perform in the history of 
Roman Britain. The second continued in the island until it 
was finally abandoned by the Romans, having Caerleon, the Isca 
SiLURUM of the Romans, for its head quarters. The ninth was 
surprised and nearly cut to pieces by Boudicca (Boadicea) ; and 
afterwards, when in Scotland, under the command of Agricola, met 
with a similar misfortune. A slab found in York in 1854, com- 
memorating the erection of a building in the reign of Trajan, 
by the ninth legion, furnishes us with probably the last trace of 
it. Horsley conjectures that the remains of this legion were 
incorporated with the sixth legion, which Hadrian brought over 
with him, and which eventually settled in York, the Eboracum 
of the Romans. The fourteenth legion was recalled by Nero ; 
it was sent back again to Britain by Yitellius, and finally with- 
drawn in the reign of Vespasian. The twentieth must have 
remained until nearly the close of the period of Roman occupa- 
tion. It had the city of Chester, the Deva of the Romans, for 
its head quarters. 
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It was in the year a.d. 50 that Caractacus and his family fell 
into the hands of Ostorius Scapula, the propraetor of Claudius 
in Britain ; they were heavily ironed and sent to Rome. 

In the reign of Nero, a.d. 61, when Suetonius Paulinus, 
the Roman general, was upon an expedition in Anglesea, the 
Britons, commanded by Boudicca, arose and destroyed the 
Roman settlements at Colchester, St. Albans, and London. 

By command of the Emperor Vespasian, Julius Agricola 
repaired to Britain as commander-in-chief. On his arrival, late 
in the summer, a.d. 78, he subdued the Ordovices (occupying 
the north-west portion of Wales), and reduced the Isle of 
Anglesea. The next year he brought into subjection the 
inhabitants of the Lower Isthmus of Britain. Before advancing 
northwards he planted some forts in the district already subdued 
so as to secure his retreat, if necessary, and to prevent his being 
attacked in the rear. The year 80 saw him ravaging the country 
as far north as the Firth of Tay. The year 81 he spent in 
securing his Caledonian conquests, especially by the establish- 
ment of forts in the district of the Upper Isthmus. Having 
done this, he overran the country northwards ; and in a.d. 84 
he gave battle to 30,000 Caledonians under Gralgacus at Mons 
Graupius. Shortly afterwards, from motives of jealousy, he was 
recalled by Domitian, who, on the death of Titus, had assumed 
the purple. 

During the reigns of Nerva and Trajan we hear little of 
Britain. Hadrian became Emperor in the year 117 ; and 
towards the close of a.d. 119, in consequence of the turbulent 
state of the island, visited it in person. It was on this occasion 
that the sixth legion, which had previously been stationed in 
Germany, came to our shores. 

To this period the building of the Roman Wall of the North 
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of England must be referred. The Emperor did not remain in 
the country long enough to see the completion of his works, but 
he left behind him Aulus Platorius Nepos, his legate and 
propraetor, under whom they were carried forward. 

Antoninus Pius succeeded Hadrian a.d. 138. During his 
reign the Barrier extending between the Firth of Forth and 
the Firth of Clyde was reared; the management of the work 
was committed to Lolhus Urbicus, Imperial legate and pro- 
praetor. 1^ 

Whilst Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, styled the * Philosopher,' 
held the reins of government, Britain was in a turbulent state ; 
Calpumius Agricola, of whom some memorials remain in the 
inscribed stones of the Wall, with difficulty repressed the 
excited passions of the people. In the reign of Commodus, 
the son . of Marcus Aurelius, the warlike tribes broke out into 
open insurrection. Dion Cassius gives us the following account 
of the affair: — 'Commodus was also engaged in several wars 
with the barbarians . . The Britannic war, however, was the 
greatest of these. For some of the nations within that island 
having passed over the wall which divided them from the 
Roman stations, and besides killing a certain commander, with 
his soldiers, committed much other devastation, Commodus be- 
came alarmed, and sent Marcellus Ulpius against them.' (Monu- 
menta Historica Britannica, p. lix.) The Wall, its stations and 
guard chambers, bear to this hour extensive marks of devasta- 
tions which were probably committed at this period. The name 
of Ulpius appears upon the fragment of a stone at Chesters, the 
ancient Cilubnum. 

Other legates — Perennis, Pertinax, Albinus, and Junius 
Severus, came in succession to Britain, during the reign of 
Commodus ; but their efforts were not successful in establishing 
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permanent peace, or even in preventing occasional seditions and 
insurrectionary movements in the army itself. 

Oommodus was strangled a.d. 192. When Lucius Septimius 
Severus found himself firmly established on the throne, he 
turned his attention to the state of Britain. His legates being 
unable either to purchase peace or compel the submission of 
the natives, he came over in person in the year 208, bringing 
with him his sons, Oaracalla and Greta. He* spent some time 
in making preparations. He gathered his troops from all 
quaiiiers, improved the roads, restored the ruined stations, and 
repaired the Wall. At length, in a.d. 209, all being ready, 
he advanced against the Caledonians. He spent three years 
in the enterprize, and lost fifty thousand men. Worn out with 
disease and vexation, he returned to York to flie. His ashes 
were taken with much ceremony to Rome. His two sons, 
Oaracalla and Geta (Oaracalla became Augustus in 198, Geta 
in 209), succeeded him a.d. 211 ; but in the year following, 
the younger fell a victim to his brother's ambition. 

In A.D. 217, Oaracalla was himself assassinated, when Opelius 
Macrinus was declared Emperor, to be assassinated in his turn 
next year. 

In A.D. 218, Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, commonly called 
Elagabalus (of whom some lapidarian memorials have been 
found upon the line of the Wall), was proclaimed Emperor. 

In the year a.d. 222, Elagabalus was slain, and Severus 
Alexander became Emperor. Severus Alexander's assassination 
took place in the year a.d. 235. 

Maximin, who succeeded him, met with the usual fate of 
emperors, a.d. 238. Gordian (III.) became Emperor in 238, 
and was slain a.d. 244. Philip was next chosen Emperor ; and 
he associated with himself in the management of the empire his 
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son Philip. On their assassination a.d. 249, Trajan Decius 
was proclaimed Emperor, ani slain two years afterwards. 

Trebonianus Gallus became Emperor a.d. 251 ; and in the 
year following, associated his son Volusian with him in the 
empire. Their reign ended in 253. Valerian and his son 
Gallienus became joint Emperors a.d. 253. 

In the year 259, Gallienus became sole Emperor. During 
his reign a large number of usurpers arose, who are commonly 
denominated the * Thirty Tyrants ; ' of these Victorinus, 
Postumus, the two Tetrici, and Marius, are supposed to have 
been acknowledged in Britain, as their coins are found in 
greater abundance here than on the continent. Claudius, 
Bumamed Gothicus, became Emperor a.d. 268; Aurelian a.d. 
270; Tacitus a.d. 275; Florian a.d. 276 (he reigned only 
88 days); Probus a.d.- 276; Cams a.d. 282 (who associated 
his sons, Carinus and Numerian, with him as Caesars) ; and 
Diocletian a.d. 284. Diocletian associated with himself in the 
empire Maximian, commonly known as Maximian Hercules. 

In A.D. 287, Carausius, who had charge of a fieet to repress 
piracy in the English Channel, revolted, and assumed the 
sovereignty of Britain, which he retained until a.d. 293, when 
he was treacherously slain by AUectus, who then assumed the 
government of the Island. In a.d. 296, Constantius Chlorus 
repaired to Britain, slew AUectus, and reduced the country to 
its allegiance. Constantius and Galerius, who had for some 
years acted as subordinate Emperors or Caesars, obtained the 
imperial authority a.d. 305, on the abdication of Diocletian 
and Maximian. In the following year Constantius died at 
York ; and his son Constantine, afterwards surnamed the Great, 
obtained the purple. In the same year (306), Maxentius, son of 
Maximian, was proclaimed Emperor at Rome. 
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In the year a.d. 330, ConBtantine transferred the seat of 
empire to Byzantiom, which henceforth took the name of 
Constantinople. Constantine died a.d. 337; and his three 
sons, Oonstantinns, Constantins, and Constans were proclaimed 
Emperors. Magnentius, whose father was a Briton, claimed, 
A.D. 350, the imperial purple; bnt he died by his own hands 
in the year 353. Julian, sumamed the Apostate, became 
Emperor aj). 355; and was succeeded by Jovian, a.b. 363. 
Flavins Valentinian assumed the purple a.d. 364 ; and took his 
brother Valens as colleague; he afterwards further associated 
with himself his son Gratianus. Yalentinian the younger suc- 
ceeded in 375. At this period Britain was in a deplorable 
state ; Picts, Saxons, and Scots made it the object of incessant 
attacks. In 383, Magnus Maximus, who had been sent to Britain 
to repel the incursions of the Picts and Scots, was proclaimed 
Emperor by the soldiers ; in order to support his claim, he passed 
over with his forces to the continent, draining the island of its 
youth. 

Theodosius dying, a.d. 395, was succeeded by his two sons, 
Arcadius and Honorius, Honorius being made Emperor of the 
"West, and Arcadius of the East. 

In the year 396, the Britons sent ambassadors to Rome, 
asking for assistance. A legion is said to have been sent to 
them, by command of Stilicho, and their enemies were for a 
time repressed. We are not told what legion was sent, and no 
inscriptions have been found or other evidence discovered to 
betoken its presence. 

A.D. 407. This was a season of intestine tumult in Britain. 
The soldiers successively invested Marcus, Gratian, and Con- 
stantine with the purple. Constantine transferred his army 
to Gaul, and made a successful stand against Honorius ; again 
draining the island of its military strength. 
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A.D. 410. Honorius, harassed by the Goths and other 
enemies, wrote to the Britons, informing them he was no longer 
able to help them, and that they must look to themselves for 
safety. 

A.D. 418. The Saxon Chronicle says, *This year the Romans 
collected all the treasures that were in Britain ; and some they 
hid in the earth, so that no one has since been able to find 
them ; and some they carried with them into Gaul.' 

A.D. 446. 'Britain abandoned by the Romans.' — Horsier/, 

The series of Roman coins found in the North of England 
practically ends with Gratian, who was slain a.d. 383; there 
have, however, occasionally been found coins of Theodosius, who 
died A.D. 395, of Arcadius, who died a.d. 408, and of Honorius, 
who died a.d. 428. 

Military Data. 

The NoHHa, 

A document has come down to our times from the Roman 
age, which is of great use in elucidating the arrangements of the 
Wall. It is entitled Notiiia Dignitatum et Administrationum 
omnium tarn civilium quam militarium in partibus orientis et 
ocddentis, and contains an account of the disposal of the chief 
dignitaries of the Empire, civil and military, throughout the 
world. The following is the portion of it which relates to the 
Wall; the section is headed Item per lineam Valli — 'Also along 
the Une of the Wall.' 

The Tribune of the fourth cohort of the Lingones at Segedunum. 
The Tribune of the first cohort of the Cornovii at Pons Aelii. 
The Prefect of the first ala (or wing) of the Asturians at Condercum. 
The Tribune of the first cohort of the Frixagi (Frisii) at Vindobala. 
The Prefect of the Savinian ala at HUNNUM. 
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The Prefect of the second ala of Asturians at CiLURNUM. 
The Tribune of the first cohort of the Batavians at Pbocolitia. 
The Tribune of the first cohort of the Tungrians at BoRCOVicus. 
The Tribune of the fourth cohort of the Gauls at Vindolana. 
The Tribune of the first cohort of the Asturians at Absica. 
The Tribune'5f the second cohort of the Dalmatians at Magna. 
The Tribune of the first cohort of Dacians, styled ' Aelia,' at Ambog- 
LANNA. 

The Prefect of the ala, called ' Petriana,' at Petriana. 

The Prefect of a detachment of Moors, styled ' Aureliani,' at Aballaba. 

The Tribune of the second cohort of the Lingones at Conga vata. 

The Tribune of the first cohort of the Spaniards at Axelodunum. 

The Tribune of the second cohort of the Thracians at Gabbosentum. 

The Tribune of the first marine cohort, styled * Aelia,' at Tunnocelum. 

The Tribune of the first cohort of the Morini at Glannibanta. 

The Tribune of the third cohort of the Nervians at Alionis. 

The Cuneus of men in armour at Bremetenracum. 

The Prefect of the first ala, styled Herculean, at Olexacum. 

The Tribune of the sixth cohort of the Nervians at Virosidum. 

The precise period when the Notitia was compiled is not 
known. It was probably written about the beginning of the 
fifth century, and certainly before the abandonment of Britain 
by the Romans. By it the names of the stations are ascertained. 
Thus, for example, when in a camp, now called Housesteads, 
many altars are found bearing the name of the first cohort of 
the Tungrians, a body of troops which the Notitia places at 
BoRCOVicus, the inference is natural 'that Housesteads is the 
BoRCOVicus of the Romans; and this probability becomes a 
moral certainty when the stations on either side of it yield 
tablets inscribed with the names of the first cohort of the 
Batavians, and the fourth cohort of the Gauls, the troops which 
the Notitia places in the stations immediately to the east and 
west of BORCOVICUS. 
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AntonMs Itinerary. 

The Itinerary of Antonine is another work of much import- 
ance in settling the names and locality of the Roman stations in 
Britain as well as in other countries. It gives the routes 
pursued by the soldiers in their marches, the stations at which 
they halted, and the distance between them in Eoman miles. It 
is usually ascribed to the reign of Caracalla. 

The Army and its Officers, 

The legion was the main division of a Roman army. At 
:first none of the lower class was admitted into the army ; after- 
-wards, the legion was composed of any one having the rank of a 
Roman citizen. In early times, the legion consisted of about 
4,000 foot soldiers ; in the time of Hadrian its complement was 
€,000. 

Each legion had a troop of 800 or 400 horse soldiera attached 
to it. Originally the cavalry consisted entirely of knights 
(equites) ; in later times foreign troops were used for this 
purpose, and hence they were regarded as auxiliaries simply, and 
as not belonging to the legion. As the cavalry generally formed 
the wing of an army, a troop of horse was termed an ala, or 
wing. Attached to each legion, Was a number of foreign troops 
(besides the cavalry) called auxiliaries. In later times the 
Roman army chiefly consisted of these. 

Each legion was divided into ten cohorts, each cohort into 
three maniples, and each maniple into two centuries. Each 
-century consisted, when complete, as its name implies, of 100 
men. 

The principal officers in the legion were tribunes, of which 
there were six to each legion. Each century was commanded by 
a centurion. Each centurion had under him two officers, acting 
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as lieutenants, called optiones, and two signiferi or standard- 
bearers. The term vexillartus was also applied to the bearer of 
the standard (veodllum). In inscriptions found on the Wall, the 
term vexillatio is occasionally met with ; it is supposed to refer 
to a body of soldiers drafted from different cohorts or even 
legions for some special purpose and fighting under the same 
vexillum (or standard); it is applied to both horse and foot 
soldiers. 

Each ala or troop of horse (about 300 in number) was 
divided into ten squadrons called turmae, and each turma into 
three decuriae (consisting usually of ten men). The dscuria was 
commanded by a decurion. A prefect (equivalent in rank to 
the tribune of the legion) commanded the whole ala. The term 
numerm occurs in the Notitia, and in inscriptions. It seems to 
be a general term, similar to our word band or troop. It is 
most frequently applied to cavalry, though not exclusively. 

Mention is made in inscriptions of officers of a class superior 
to any of those already named. The proconsuls and propraetors 
were the governors of the province. The office of consul was 
in its origin essentially of a military nature, and that of 
praetor of a judicial or civil character. When a province was 
in a state of revolt, the command of it was conferred upon a 
proconsul, but when the development of its internal resources 
was the object of most importance, a propraetor was appointed ; 
this distinction, however, was not always observed. The legate 
was a military officer, not attached to any particular corps, but 
exercising a general superintendence of a country, under the 
provincial governor. His rank corresponded to that of a 
lieutenant-general in a modem army. The following terms are 
also met with: — Emeriti^ soldiers who had served their full 
time ; evocatiy veterans again called out as volunteers — the 
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Emperor's body guard ; ex-evocati, veterans a second time dis- 
charged ; benefwiarii, soldiers who have received some honour or 
special exemption from the drudgeries of service ; duplares, 
soldiers receiving double pay as a reward. 

Height Above the Level of the Sea of the Principal 

Points of the Wall. 

These are taken from the 6 -inch Ordnance maps of North- 
umberland and Cumberland. 
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A GENERAL VIEW OF THE WORKS. 

The Roman Wall, or as it used to be called, the Picts' Wall, 
is a great fortification intended to act not only as a fence 
against a northern enemy, but to be used as the basis of 
miUtary operations against a foe on either side of it.* 

* This opinion is likely now to be a subject of controversy. — Ed. 
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It cannot have been reared as a fence, marking the northern 
limit of the Koman Empire; for (1) every station and every 
mile-castle along its course seems to have been provided with 
a wide portal, opening towards the north; and (2) there are 
some stations situated far to the north of the Wall, on the line 
both of the Watling Street and of the Maiden Way, which can 
be proved to have been garrisoned by Roman troops until near 
the close of the period of the Roman occupation of Britain. 

This great fortification consists of three parts: — 1. A Stone 
Wall, with a ditch on its northern side. 2. An Earth Wall, 
or Vallum, south of the stone wall. 3. Stations, Castles, Watch- 
towers, and Roads, for thfe accommodation of the soldiery who 
manned the Wall, and for the transmission of military stores. 
These lie, for the most part, between the stone wall and the 
earthen lines. 

The whole of the works proceed from one side of the 
island to the other in a nearly direct line, and in comparatively 
close companionship. The stone wall and earthen rampart are 
generally within sixty or eighty yards of each other. The 
distance between them, however, varies according to the nature 
of the country. In one instance they approach within thirty 
yards of each other, while in another, they are half a mile 
apart. They never cross or impinge on one another. It is 
in the high grounds of the central region that they are 
most widely separated. Midway between the seas the country 
attains a considerable elevation; here the stone Wall seeks 
the highest ridges, but. the Vallum, forsaking for a while 
its usual companion, runs along the adjacent valley. Both 
works are, however, so arranged as to afford each other the 
greatest amount of support which the nature of the country 
allows. The Wall usually seizes those positions which give it 
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the greatest advantage on its northern margin; the Yallnm, 
on the other hand, has been drawn with the view of occupying 
gronnd that is strongest towards the south. 

The stone wall extends from Wallsend oii the Tyne to 
Bown^ss on the Solway, a distance of about seventy-three 
English miles and a half. (Mac Lauchlan^s Memoir^ p. 5.) The 
earth wall falls short of this distance by about three miles at 
each end ; not extending beyond Newcastle on the east side, and 
Dykesfield* on the west. 

Most writers who have treated of the Soman remains in 
Britain, have considered that the various parts of the fortifica- 
tions are the work of different periods. 

Horsley conceived that the stations and the north agger 
of the Vallum were the work of Agricola ; that the southern 
mounds and fosse of the Vallum were the work of Hadrian ; 
and that the stone wall was reared by Severus. Other writers 
maintain that the stone wall was erected by Theodosius and 
Honorius, about the close of the fourth and the beginning of 
the fifth century. 

In all probability, the whole series of fortifications (except 
some of the camps) was the work of one period, and was reared 
at the command of Hadrian. Deferring the discussion of this 
question until the works have been examined in detail, it will 
meanwhile be convenient to speak of the whole series as being 
but difierent parts of one great engineering scheme.f 

* Some writers represent the Vallnm as extending as far west as 
Dramburgh. According to Mr. Mac Lauchlan's Plan it proceeds no 
further than Dykesfield. Horsley says, 'Whether Hadrian's work has 
been continued any further than this marsh, or to the water-side beyond 
Dramburgh, is doubtful ' (p. 156). 

t A theory is now being advanced that the Vallum is not a military 
work at all, but a civil line of division older than the Wall, and marking 
the liines of the Roman empire, the division line between Barharicv/ni 
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The most striking feature in the plan, both of the Mums 
and the Vallum, is the determined manner in which they 
pursue their straightforward course, to attain this, not hesitating 
to sacrifice sometimes a strategic position. The Valium makes 
fewer deviations from a right line than the stone wall ;* but as 
the Wall traverses higher ground, this remarkable tendency is 
more easily detected in it than in the other. Shooting over the 
country, in its onward course, it only swerves from a straight 
line to take in its route the boldest elevations. So far from 
avoiding a hill, it usually selects one. For nineteen miles out of 
Newcastle the road to Carlisle runs upon the foundations of the 
Wall, and during the summer months its dusty surface contrasts 
well with the surrounding verdure. Often will the traveller, 
after attaining some of the steep acclivities of his path, observe 
the road stretching for miles in an undeviating course to the 
east and to the west of him, resembling, as Hutton expresses it, 
a white ribbon on a green ground. But if the Wall seldom 
deviates from a right line, except to occupy the highest points, 
it never fails to seize them, as they occur, no matter how often it 
is compelled, with this view, to change its direction. This mode 
of proceeding involves another peculiarity. The Wall is com- 
pelled to accommodate itself to the depressions of the mountainous 
region over which it passes. Without flinching, it sinks into 

and Borne. ViTith a view to obtain eyidence as to the relative age of 
mwnis and vallum sections have recently been made through both at 
various places under the direction of local committees, but no very 
decisive result has yet been arrived at. Further cuttings will probably 
be made this year (1896). — Ed. 

* This peculiarity of the Vallum has been strikingly brought out in 
Mr. Mac Lauchlan*s Survey. West of Harlow Hill it runs for nearly five 
miles in a straight line. West of Limestone Corner it runs in the direc- 
tion of Sewingshields Crags three miles and a half without bending. 
Between Banks-hill and Sandysike, a distance of three miles and a half, it 
pursues a direct course. — Memoir^ pp. 18, 84, 61. 
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the * gap,' or pass, which ever and anon occurs, and, having 
crossed the narrow valley, ascends unfalteringly the acclivity on 
the other side. The antiquary, in following the Wall into these 
ravines, is often compelled to step with the utmost caution, and 
in clambering up the opposite ascent, is as frequently constrained 
to p^use for breath. 

The Mimus oe Stone Wall. 

In no part of its course is the Wall entirely perfect, and 
therefore it is difficult to ascertain what its original height has 
been. Bede, whose cherished home was the monastery of Jarrow, 
is the earliest author who gives its dimepsions. He says, * It is 
eight feet in breadth, and twelve in height, in a straight line 
from east to west, as is still visible to beholders.' He probably 
speaks of it as he saw it in his own neighbourhood. 

Subsequent writers assign to it a greater elevation. Sir 
Christopher Kidley, writing about the year 1572> gives it the 
following dimensions: — *The bredth iij yardis, tlie hyght 
remaneth in sum placis yet vij yardis.' Samson Erdeswick, an 
English antiquary of some celebrity, visited the Wall, in the year 
1674. His account is: — 'As towching Hadrian's* Wall, 
begyning abowt a town called Bonus standing vppon the river 
Salway now called Eden, and there yet standing of the heyth of 
16 fote, for almost a quarter of a myle together, and so along the 
river syde estwards.' Camden, who visited the Wall in 1599, 
says : — 'Within two furlongs of Caervoran, on a pretty high hill 
the Wall is still standing, fifteen feet in height, and nine in 
breadth.' These statements leave upon the mind an impression 
that the estimate of Bede is too low. In all probability, the 
Wall would be surmounted by a battlement of not less than four 

* Thus early was the stone wall ascribed to Hadrian. 



20 THE NOBTH FOSSE. 

feet in height, and as this part of the structure would be the 
first to fall into decay, Bede's calculation was probably irrespec- 
tive of it. This, however, only gives us a total elevation of 
sixteen feet. Unless we reject the evidence of Ridley and 
Erdeswick, we must admit, even after making due allowance for 
error and exaggeration, that the Wall, when in its integrity was 
in some parts of its course, about eighteen feet high. This 
elevation would be in keeping with its breadth. 

The thickness of the Wall varies considerably ; in some 
places it is seven feet, in others nine feet and a half (in the 
foundation course). Probably the prevailing width is eight feet, 
the measurement given by Bede. The frequency with which 
the thickness of the Wall varies favours the idea that numerous 
gangs of labourers were simultaneously employed upon the 
work, and that each superintending centurion was allowed to 
use softie discretion as to its width. The northern face of the 
Wall is continuous, but the southern has numerous outsets and 
insets, measuring from four to twelve inches at the points 
where the sections of the different companies joined. 

Throughout the whole of its length, the Wall was accom- 
panied on its northern margin by a broad and deep fosse, which 
by increasing the comparative height of the Wall, added greatly 
to its strength. This portion of the Barrier may yet be traced, 
with trifling interruptions, from sea to sea. Even in places 
where the Wall has quite disappeared, its more lowly companion, 
the fosse, remains. When the ditch traverses a flat or exposed 
country, a portion of the materials taken out of it has frequently 
been thrown upon its northern margin, so as to present to the 
enemy an additional rampart. In those positions, on the other 
hand, where its assistance could be of no avail, as along the 
edge of a cliff (or a little to the west of Carlisle where the river 
Eden acts afi a fosse), the fosse is intermitted. 
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No gmall amount of labour has been expended in the excava- 
tion of the ditch ; it has been drawn indifferently through 
alluvial soil, and rocks of sandstone, limestone, and basalt. The 
great labour which this involved is well seen at the top of- 
Limestone Bank, where enormous blocks of whinstone lie just as 
they have been lifted out of the fosse. How they were lifted is 
a matter of wonder to many. The fosse never leaves the Wall 
to avoid a mechanical difficulty. 

The size of the ditch in several places is still considerable. 
To the east of Heddon-on-the-Wall, it measures thirty-four feet 
across the top, and is nearly nine feet deep ; as it descends the 
hill from Caervoran to Thirl wall, it measures forty feet across the 
top, fourteen across the bottom, and is ten feet deep. To the 
west of Limestone Comer is a portion which, reckoning from the 
top of the supplemental mound on its northern margin, has a 
depth of twenty feet. The dimensions of the fosse were probably 
not uniform throughout the line ; but these examples prepare us 
to receive, as tolerably correct, Button's estimate of its average 
size. ' The ditch to the north was as near as convenient, thirty- 
six feet wide and fifteen feet deep.' 

The Vallum, or Earth Wall. 
The Vallum, or earth wall, is uniformly to the south of the 
stone wall. It consists of three ramparts and a fosse. One of 

Sea b 




these ramparts (a) is placed close upon the southern edge of the 
ditch, the two others of larger dimensions stand, one (b) to the 
north, and the other (c) to the south of it, at the distance of about 
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twenty-four feet. The annexed section of the works near the 1 8th 
mile-stone west of Newcastle exhibits their present condition. 
It is drawn to the scale of seventy-five feet to the inch. The 
•Wall itself, though shown- in the cut, is, in that part, un- 
happily, entirely removed. In the Antonine Wall the fosses are 
V-shaped, but, as proved by the cuttings at Heddon, the fosse 
of the Vallum at any rate was flat, as in the section. 

The aggers or ramparts, in some parts of the line, stand, even 
^t present, six or seven feet above the level of the neighbouring 
ground. They are composed of earth, niingled, not unfrequently, 
with masses of stone excavated from the fosses. Occasionally, 
the stone preponderates to such an extent as to yield to the hand 
of the modern spoiler ready materials for the formation of roi^h 
stone walls. In several places they are being quarried with this 
view. In this respect they differ from the Antonine Wall, which 
is truly cespititious, *.e., built of squared turves. 

The fosse of the Valium is of a character similar to the fosse 
of the stone wall; but, judging from present appearances, its 
dimensions have been rather less. It, too, has been frequently 
cut through beds of stone. 

Although the distance between the stone wall and the Vallum 
is, as already observed, perpetually varying, the lines of the 
Vallum maintain amongst themselves nearly the same relative 
position throughout their entire course. 

No apparent paths of egress have been made through these 
southern lines of fortification. The only mode of communication 
with the country to the south originally contemplated seems to 
have been by the gateways of the stations. 

The aggers of the Vallum were probably fenced with stakes 
— chevaux defrise — whence the word * Vallum.' In the vicinity 
of the stations the Vallum is largely obliterated. 
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If we adopt the theory that the Wall and the Vallum 
exhibit unity of design, a question of some importance arises 
— With what view was the Vallum constructed? The true 
answer to this inquiry seems to have been hit upon even 
before Horsley's time. That able antiquary, referring to the 
relative position of the Wall and the Vallum, says: — 'Such 
considerations as these have induced some to believe that what 
now goes by the name of Hadrian's work was originally designed 
for a fence against any sudden insurrection of the provincial 
Britons, and particularly of the Brigantes' (p. 125). A careful 
examination of the country over which the Wall runs, and the 
feet which Horsley thus states : — ' That the southern prospect of 
Hadrian's work, and the defence on that side, is generally better 
than on the north ; whereas the northern prospect and defence 
have been principally or only taken care of in the Wall of 
Severus,' almost necessarily lead to the conclusion that whilst 
the Wall undertook the harder duty of warding off the pro- 
fessedly hostile tribes of Caledonia,, the Vallum was intended as 
a protection against sudden surprise from the south, Agricola 
is represented by Tacitus as saying : — 'With me it has long been 
a settled opinion, that the back of a general or his army is never 
safe.' The natives of the country on the sgtith side of the Wall, 
though conquered, were not to be depended upon; in the event 
of their kinsmen in the north gaining an advantage, they would 
be ready to avail themselves of it. The Komans knew this, and 
with characteristic prudence made themselves secure on both 
sides. 

The ftiistence of the Murus on one side of the military way 
and the Vallum on the other would be of great service in 
securing ' the safety of the soldiers in their marches, and of the 
transit of provisions and military stores.' 
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Mr. Hodgson, who makes this remark, further adds: — 
'Besides the protection of the military way from station to 
station, the interval between the Walls might have its use as a 
secure inclosure for the horses and cattle of the garrisons to 
depasture in.' 

Stations, Mile-castles, and Turrets. 

The third part of the fortification consisted of the structures 
that were formed for the accommodation of the soldiery. These 
consisted of stations, mile-castles, and turrets. 

At distances along the line, which average nearly four miles, 
stationary camps {stationes or castra stativa) were erected. These 
received their distinctive appellation in contradistinction to 
those contemporary camps which were thrown up when an army 
halted for a night or some brief period. 

The stations on the line of the Wall were military cities, 
suited to be the residence of the chief who commanded the 
district, and providing secure lodgment for the powerful body of 
soldiery he had under him. 

Some of the stations of the Wall are believed to have been 
Agricola's forts, but adopted by the engineer of the Wall as 
suitable to his purpose, though independent of the great Wall. 
In the case of the other stations, they would probably be buOt 
before the Wall was stretched from the one to the other, as the 
securing of a safe retreat for the soldiers employed upon the 
work would necessarily be the first care of the builder. 

The stations are quadrangular in their form, though rounded 
at the comers, and contain an area of from three to five acres. 
The station of Birdoswald, which is the largest, contains five 
acres and a half. Drumburgh contains only three-quarters of 
an acre ; but this is an extreme case. A stone wall, from five to 
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eight feet thick, incloses them, and has probably in every 
instance been strengthened by a fosse ; occasionally an earthen 
rampart is added. They usually stand upon ground which 
slopes to the south, and is naturally defended upon one side at 
least. 

The Wall, when it does not fall in with the northern wall of 
a station, usually comes up to the northern cheek of its eastern 
and western gateways. The Vallum, in like manner, usually 
approaches close to the southern wall of the station, or comes up 
to the defence of the southern side of the eastern and western 
portals. At least three of the stations, it must, however, be 
observed, are quite detached from both lines of fortification, 
being situated to the south of them. They probably belonged 
to Agricola's series of forts. 

All the stations have, on their erection, been provided after 
the usual method of Roman castrametation, with at least four 
gateways; in several instances these gateways have been par- 
tially walled up at some period prior to the final abandonment 
of the fortification. 

In some of the best preserved stations the main streets 
leading from the four gateways, and crossing each other at right 
angles, may be discerned. The minor streets which communi- 
cated with these were very narrow, but parallel to the main 
ones. The remains of suburbs, for the accommodation, proba- 
bly, at first, of the camp followers, and afterwards of the 
troops themselves, have been found outside the walls of most 
.of the great camps. The officer commanding the garrison 
has, in several instances, had a villa outside the station 
to which he could resort in times of quietness, and where he 
would have a greater degree of comfort than within the con- 
tracted lines of the camp. 
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In selecting a spot for a station, care has been taken that 
a copious supply of water should be at hand. The springs, 
rivulets, wells, and aqueducts, whence they procured the needful 
fluid, are still, in many places, to be traced. 

The stations, as we might expect on an enemy's frontier, 
have been constructed with a view to security, not luxury or 
display. In this respect they show a striking contrast with the 
Eoman buildings in the south of England. No traces of a 
tesselated pavement have been found in the mural region ; the 
nearest approach to it being some lozenge-shaped flooring tiles 
at Birdoswald. 

For the most part, the stations now present a scene of utter 
desolation. The wayfarer may pass through some of them 
without knowing it. The sheep, depasturing the grass-grown 
ruins, look listlessly upon the passer-by, and the curlew, wheel- 
ing above his head, screams as at the presence of an intruder. 
Whether or not sites naturally fertile were chosen for the 
stations does not appear ; but certain it is that they are now, 
for the most part, coated with a sward more green and more 
luxuriant than that which covers the contiguous grounds. 
Centuries of occupation have given them a degree of fertility 
which, probably, they will never lose. One can scarcely turn up 
the soil without meeting, not only with fragments of Roman pot- 
tery and other imperishable articles, but with the bones of oxen, 
the tusks of boars, the horns of deer, and other animal remains. 

It is not a little remarkable that the names of the stations, 
which must have been household words in the days of Roman 
occupation, have for the most part been obliterated from the 
local vocabulary. The truth is that military reasons dictated 
the choice of the stations, commercial facilities gave rise to 
modem cities. 
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The number of stations given in the NoUtia list, as being 
situated per lineam Valli, is twenty-three. Horsley conceived 
that eighteen of these were immediately connected with the 
Wall, and that the rest were supporting stations to the north 
and the south of it. This opinion is probably near the truth, 
but as the stations following Amboglanna towards the west 
have not been ascertained with certainty, it may be most 
prudent not to attempt to give their Roman names until the 
discovery of some inscriptions in them shall enable us to do so 
correctly. 

In addition to the stations, castella or mile-castles were 
provided for the use of the troops which garrisoned the Wall. 
They derive their modern name from the circumstance of their 
being usually placed at the distance of a Roman mile, or about 
seven furlongs from each other. They were quadrangular build- 
ings, differing somewhat in size, but usually measuring about 
sixty feet fi'om east to west, and fifty from north to south. 
They have evidently been built at the same time ' as the Wall, 
their walls being of the same kind of masonry as the Wall, and 
of the same thickness. They are placed immediately within the 
Wall, that structure forming their north wall. Though gener- 
ally placed at the distance of a Roman mile from each other, the 
nature of the ground, independently of distance, has frequently 
determined the site of their location. Whenever the Wall has 
had occasion to traverse a river or a mountain-pass, a mile-castle 
has usually been placed on the one side or the other to guard the 
defile. Judging from the most perfect specimens which remain, 
these mile-castles have been provided with wide portals of massive 
masonry in the centre of their northern and southern walls. 
Their southern angles have been rounded off on the outside. It 
is not easy to conjecture what were the internal arrangements 
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of these buildings ; probably they afforded little accommodation 
beyond what their four strong walls and well-barred gates gave. 
It is not unlikely that temporary erections of wood were placed 
within them, with roofs leaning against the walls of the main 
building. The foundations of such structures have been found 
in several of them. 

Between the^mile-castles there were placed subsidiary build- 
ings, generally denominated turrets or watch towers. Horsley 
found the distance between two of them to be 308 yards, hence 
he concluded that there had been four of them between every 
two castella, at equal distances from the castella and from one 
another. This would give us 320 along the whole line of the 
Wall. They were a kind of stone sentry-box. Horsley, in his 
day, complained that * scarce three of them could be made out in 
succession.' Hutton, under the head of Yindobala, says, 'I 
have all along inquired for turrets, but might as well have 
inquired among the stars.' When the first edition of this book 
was published not one was to be seen along the whole course of 
the Wall. They fell a prey more easily than other parts of the 
great structure to the rapacity of the spoiler. Recent excava- 
tions have displayed examples at East Brunton, Black-Carts 
farm, and Walltown Crags. They are recessed into the great 
Wall, and contain an area of about twelve feet by ten feet ; their 
walls are three feet thick. 

The Military Way. 

But all these arrangements were not enough ; without roads 
one important element in the strength of the Great Barrier 
would be wanting. Nothing economises military force more 
effectually than the possession of means for quickly concentrat- 
ing all available resources upon any point which the enemy 
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may select for attack. Neither stone walls, nor ditches, nor 
D earthen ramparts, would alone have proved material impedi- 
e. ments to the incursions of the Caledonians : — 

u An Iron race, .... 

Q Foes to the gentler genius of the plain. 

d It is reported that Agesilaus, when asked where were the 

walls of Sparta, pointed to his soldiers, and said ^ There.* 
The Romans placed their chief reliance on the valour and 

f discipline of their armies, though they did not despise the 

> assistance of mural lines. In a foreign country, to which it 

was difficult to transmit relays of troops, it became a matter 
of great importance to economise the lives of the soldiery. 
Hence arose the Wall. 

The Military Way is usually about eighteen feet wide. It 
is composed of rubble stone, chiefly trap. Its surface is 
rounded, the centre being elevated a foot or eighteen inches 
above the adjoining ground. The mode of its formation seems 
to have been this : — A couple of stones were placed edgewise in 
the centre : others were placed on each side of these, slightly 
leaning upon them, and when the proper width was attained, 
stout kerb-stones defined each margin and perfected the work. 
By this means the pressure was distributed over the whole 
surface. When carried along the slope of a hill, the hanging 

' side of the road was made up by unusually large kerb-stones. 

In most places where the way still remains, it is completely 
grass-grown, but may, notwithstanding, be easily distinguished 
from the neighbouring ground by the nature of its herbage ; 
the dryness of its substratum allowing the growth of a finer 
description of plant. For the same reason a sheep-track 
generally runs along it. For the accommodation of the soldiery, 
the road went from castle to castle, and so fromi station to 
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station. In doing this it did not always keep close to the Wall, 
but took the easiest path between the required points. In 
traversing the precipitous ground between Sewingshields and 
Thirlwall, the ingenuity of the engineer has been severely tried ; 
but most successfully has he performed his task. Whilst; as 
previously observed, the Wall shoots over the highest and 
steepest summits, the road pursues its tortuous course from one 
platform of the rock to another, so as to bring the traveller from 
mile-castle to mile-castle by the easiest possible gradients. 

Besides the road now described, which, throughout its 
entire length, keeps within the two great lines of fortification, 
and goes from mile-castle to mile-castle; another, situated to 
the south of both Murus and Yallura, has afforded a direct line 
of communication between the eastern and western stations. 
From Ohesters to Oaervoran the Wall forms a curved line in 
order to gain the highest hills of the district. For the accom- 
modation of those whose business did not require them to call at 
any intermediate point, this other road went, like the string of a 
bow, direct and upon comparatively level ground from one of 
these stations to the other. This road, named the Stanegate or 
Oarelgate, is shown upon the map; it passes near the modem 
village of Newburgh, and skirts the north gate of the station at 
Ohesterholm, near to which place a Roman milestone stands. 
In all probability this road was continued westwards. In Mr, 
Mac Lauchlan's Survey it is seen stretching from Caervoran to 
the vicinity of Birdoswald, and again, from the vicinity of 
Irthington to the neighbourhood of Stanwix. 

The existence of this direct line of road to the south of both 
Mums and Vallum bears strongly upon the question whether or 
not the north agger of the Vallum was a military way. With 
one line of transit close to the Wall and another going in a 
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direct line from one extremity (or nearly so) of the Barrier to 
the other, there was no need for a third in close vicinage with 
the first. 

In estimating the resources of this great fortification, we 
mnst also bear in mind that two great lines of communication 
— the Watling Street and the Maiden Way — intersected the 
country from north to south, and that many subsidiary roads 
bore down upon them. The sixth legion, whose head quarters 
was York, would have no difficulty at any season of the year 
in coming to the aid of the auxiliaries to whom the defence of 
the Wall was more immediately intrusted, at whatever point 
their assistance might be required. 

If tradition is to be credited, the Komans were not satisfied 
with roads as a means of rapidly communicating information ; 
speaking-trumpets or pipes, we are told, ran along the whole 
length of the Wall. It may perhaps be sufficient to say that 
no one is known to have seen these speaking-tubes; though 
earthen and lead pipes, for the conveyance of water, are not 
onfrequently met with in the stations. Besides, such means 
of transmitting information would not be needed. Horsley, 
speaking of the turrets, says : — * By placing sentinels in each 
of these, who must have been within call of one another, the 
communication quite along the wall might be kept up, without 
having recourse to the fiction of a sounding trumpet, or pipes 
laid underground from one end of the Wall to the other.' 

QUARBIBS AISD MODB OF BuiLDING. 

The Masonry of the Wall next demands attention. The 
stones employed in building the Wall and stations were very 
carefully selected. When good stones were to be had near at 
hand, they were taken ; but those of inferior quality were never 
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nfled to avoid the labour of bringing better from a distance. 
In some parte of the line, in Cumberland especially, tbe stone 
must have been brought from quarries seven or eight miles off. 
A qoartzose grit was generally selected, not only on acoonnt of 
its hardness, but because its rough sarface gave the mortar 
firmer adhesion to it. 

The quarries from which the stone has been procured can, 
in many instances, be precisely ascertained. On Fallowfleld 
Pell, south of the Wall, to the east of and not far from OhoUer- 
ford, are a series of ancient quarries, on the face of one of 
which are to be seen the words [p]etea flavi[i] casahtini, 
' The rock of Flavins Carantinas.' 




On opening out, in the year 1S37, some old quarries on the 
high brown hill of Barcombe, near Thorngrafton, a small copper 
vessel was found, containing a large number of coins, all of the 
Upper Empire. North of Busy Gap the wedge-holes yet remain 
in some slabs of rock that rise to the surface. A Eoman 
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quarry existed on Haltwhiatle Fell, on which was formerly the 
inscription, LEQ.vr.r. In Gambetliuid there are several Roman 
incriptions on the face of the ancient qnarries. Abont two 
miles west of Birdoswald, and little more than a quarter of a 
mile south of the road, is Goome Crag, on which are several 
Roman inscriptions, made apparently by the quarrymen. The 
most remarkable of this class of antiqaities is the ' Written 
Rock of the Gelt,' near Brampton, which is here shown. The 
general purport of the inscription is ; — 




'A Tezillation of the second legion, nnder an optio called Agricola, 
were, in the consulship of Flavins Aper and Albinus Maximns 
[a.d. 207 employed here to hew atone].' 

East of the Glebe Farm at Irthington, are extensive remains 
of ancient quarries. Recent excavations have proved that there 
is an extensive quarry at Bleatam, and that the mound on the 
spot is a heap of quarry rubbish. There is another quarry at 
Grinsdale, on the river Eden, just north of the Wall. 
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FACING STONES OF THE WALL. 



The exterior masonry of the Wall consists, on both sides, of 
carefully squared freestone blocks ; the interior, of rubble of any 
: description firmly imbedded in mortar. The character of the' 
facing-stones is peculiar, yet tolerably uniform. They measure 
on the face eight or nine inches by ten or eleven ; their length, 
which is perhaps their characteristic feature, sometimes amounts 
to twenty inches or more. The part of the stone exposed to the 
weather is cut across *the bait,' so as to avoid its scaling off 
by the lines of stratification ; the stone tapers towards the end 
which is set into the Wall, and has a form nearly resembling 
that of a wedge. Owing to the extent to which the stones are 
set into the Wall, bonding tiles, so characteristic of Roman 
masonry in the south of England, are altogether dispensed with. 





Stones of the shape and size which have now been described were 
just those which could be most easily wrought in the quarry^ 
most conveniently carried on the backs of the impressed Britons 
to the Wall, and most easily fitted into their bed.* The uni- 

* The figures shown in the text are copied from Trajan's column at 
Borne. They show the mode in which the stones were carried for the 
erection of the buildings which were erected during the course of the 
Bacian campaigns. Hadrian accompanied Trajan during the first of 
these expeditions. When the quarry was at a distance from the line of 
the Wall, and a sufficiently level road could be obtained, wheeled vehicles 
would doubtless be used. 
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fonnity in their appearance is such as to enable us, after a little 
practice, at once to recognise them in the churches, castles, farm- 
buildings, and fences of the district through which the Wall 
runs. 

The stones of the ramparts of some of the stations (Oilur- 
NiTM for example) are smaller than those of the Wall. The 
internal buildings of the stations have also been composed of 
comparatively^ small stones. 

The front of the stones, both of the Wall and stations, is 
roughly ' scabbled ' with the pick. In some parts of the line, this 
tooling takes a definite form ; when this is the case, the'marking 
called the * diamond broaching ' is most common. Sometimes 
the stone is scored with waved lines, called ' feather broaching,' 
or with small squares, or with nearly upright lines. 

The tenacity of the mortar which was used forms an import- 
ant element in the strength of the whole fabric. It has 
evidently been of a nature similar to the grout and concrete of 
the present day. The lime on being taken from the kiln was 
ground (not slaked with water), and was then mixed with sand 
and gravel. When about to be used, but not before, water was 
freely added to the mass. Mortar thus prepared speedily 
hardens. 

Occasionally, but by no means frequently, small pieces of 
charcoal are mixed with the mortar. These have evidently been 
derived from the wood used in burning the lime. Excepting in 
the buildings of the stations, pounded tile, so characteristic of 
the Roman mortar in the south of England, is not a common 
ingredient in the mortar of the Wall. Limestone is abundant 
in most parts of the district through which the Wall passes. 
The Romans probably burnt it in ' sow kilns.' The limestone 
and fuel being arranged in alternate layers, the whole was care- 
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fully covered with turf and ignited. This simple method was in 
more recent times much resorted to when lime was wanted for 
farm purposes, before the introduction of railways. 

Supposing the stones to be now quarried and squared, the 
lime burnt and mixed with sand and gravel, the next point to be 
attended to is the method of using them. The foundation was 
prepared by the removal of the natural soil to the width of about 
nine feet. In the hill district, a very scanty portion of earth 
covers the rocks ; in the richer regions an excavation of from 
fifteen to eighteen inches has been made before the subsoil was 
reached. On the outer and inner margins of the ground thus 
bared, two rows of flags, of from two to four inches in thickness 
and from eighteen to twenty in breadth, were generally laid : no 
mortar was placed under them, but not unfrequently a quantity 
of well-puddled clay. On these was laid the first coursie of 
facing-stones, which were usually the largest stones used in 
the structure. In the higher courses the facing-stones are 
uniformly of freestone, but in the ground course a whinstone 
is occasionally introduced. The flagstones of the foundation 
usually project from one to five inches beyond the first course 
of facing-stones, and these again usually stand out an inch or 
two beyond the second course, after which the wall is taken 
straight up. 

One or two courses of facing-stones have been placed in their 
beds and carefully pointed, a mass of mortar in a very fluid state 
was poured into the interior of the wall, and stones of any kind 
or shape that were of a convenient size were Spuddled' in 
amongst it. Whinstones, as being most abundant in the dis- 
trict, are generally used for the filling. Course after course was 
added, and one mass of concrete imposed upon another, until the 
wall reached the required height. When the whole was finished 
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it formed a solid, compact mass, without any holes or crevices 
in the interior, and in a short time became as firm as unhewn 
rock. 

In some parts of the line the mortar has been ^hand-laid.* 
The rubble of the interior having been first disposed in its 
place the mortar has been laid upon it with a trowel. In 
this case the mortar never penetrates the interstices of the mass, 
and does not make such solid masonry as the method generally 
pursued. When, however, this plan is adopted, the rubble stones 
are often laid upon their edges in a slanting position, some- 
what in the fashion of herring-bone masonry. 

On gently waving ground the courses of the Wall follow the 
undulations of the surface, but on steep inclines the stones are 
laid parallel to the horizon. 

It is sometimes asked, *How long would the Wall be in 
building ? ' From calculations that have been made, founded upon 
the experience gained by the construction of the vast works con* 
nected with modern railways, and supposing ten thousand men 
were employed upon it, it is considered that, in the existing 
circumstances of the country at the time, the Vallum and the 
Murvs could not be reared, even supposing the labour to have 
been uninterrupted, in a shorter period than two years. The 
cost of it, in our present currency, would be upwards of a million 
of pounds. I 

About fifteen thousand men would be required to garrison 
the stations of the Wall. 
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CHAPTER III. 



LOCAL DESCRIPTION. 



Wallsbnd to Newcastle. 

The village of Wallsend, once so famous for its coal^ takes its 
name from the Roman Wall. Here was the eastern extremity 
of the great structure. From tliis point eastwards the river 
became sufficiently wide to prove of itself a strong barrier. 
Here was planted the station of Segedunum, the first of those 
given in the Notitia as being per lineam VallL The site of the 
station is good, and without being so much elevated as to give 
it an undue exposure to the cold blasts from the north and from 
the east, it commands an extensive view in every direction. 
The ground in front of it, facing the mid-day sun, sloped grad- 
ually to the Tyne. The station stands upon an angle of the 
river, formed by two of the longest ' reaches ' which the stream 
makes in the whole of its course. The ' Long Reach ' extends 
downwards to the high end of South Shields, and the *Bill 
Reach' stretches nearly two miles up the water. In both 
directions, therefore, any operations conducted on the river could 
be easily discerned by the Roman garrison. 

Although it was not thought requisite to extend the Wall 
farther along the northern bank of the Tyne than Wallsend,* 

* Horsley, in whose days the banks of the river were comparatively 
undisturbed by modern buildings, is very decided upon this point. He 
says (p. 104), *The Wall at the east end manifestly terminates in a 
station near to Cousins's house, the ruins of \vhich station are yet very 
visible;' and again (p. 130), 'It is very certain that Severus's Wall 
never came to Tynemouth/ 
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special precautions were taken to guard the mouth of the 
estuary. Proofs of Roman occupation have been found on the 
promontory where the ruins of Tynemouth Priory now standi 
and. at the western extremity of North Shields, where a camp 
known as Blake Chesters once stood ; whilst on the southern 
side of the river, camps have been planted on the Lawe at 
South Shields, and at Jarrow a little to the north of the 
church. 

In a neighbourhood where mining operations have, in 
modem times, been conducted on a large scale, any very 
marked indications of Roman occupation cannot be expected. 
Besides this, extensive building operations have of late been 
carried on, so that now (189*5) the whole of the camp is covered 
by houses, except the grass-grown mound of the eastern end of 
the southern rampart, and the southern end of the eastern 
rampart defended by its ditch, which are fortunately still to be 
seen. The rounded angle formed by the junction of these walls 
is tolerably distinct. The defile which formed the strength of 
the station on its west side has been filled up ; the commence- 
ment of its dip may, however, be seen. The house, long occupied 
by Mr. Reay, and more recently by Mr. Wilson, was just within 
the eastern rampart of the station ; and the site of that which 
was so long known as Mr. Buddie's house, and more recently 
occupied by Mr. Leslie, now pulled down, is just within the line 
of what was its western rampart. The shaft of the famous 
Wallsend colliery is a few yards to the west of the western 
rampart. 

In order to prevent an enemy passing between the station 
and the river, a wall came down from the south-east angle of 
the station into the river. Some traces of this wall might be 
noticed before the width of the river was contracted and its 
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new-made banks covered by buildings.* During some excava- 
tions a year or two ago the rounded south-east comer of the 
station showing the Wall leaving it for the river was laid bare. 
Mr. Buddie, the famous mining engineer, used to say that when 
bathing in the river, as a boy, he had often noticed the founda- 
tions of this wall extending far into the stream. The late Mr. 
licslie had seen it go as far into the water as the lowest tides 
enabled him t6 observe. The station is supposed to have con- 
tained an area of three acres and a half. 

Numerous proofs of Roman occupation have, at various 
times, been found in the station. Roman pottery and coins and 
bones of all kinds have been dug up in considerable quantities. 
In excavating a cellar under the dining-room of Wallsend House, 
a well was come upon. The inscribed stones which have been 
discovered at this station are not of much importance. One 
was found not long ago bearing the words leg. ii. Ava. — * The 
second legion, styled the August.' In 1892 and 1893 several 
sculptured and inscribed stones were found in the allotment 
gardens a little to the west of Carville Hall. These are now in 
the Blackgate Museum. Amongst them is one with the figures 
of a man and of a goat and an inscription to Mercury. 

Feeble as were the traces of the ancient station of Seqedunum 
it is now almost entirely obliterated. The whole of the ground 
occupied by the camp and its vicinity is now covered by modem 
streets and houses, which have almost completely effaced the last 
trace of the ramparts which for upwards of three centuries were 
defended by Roman valour. 'Hadrian Road' runs east and 
west about the centre of the camp. There can be no doubt that 

* The whole aspect of the river and its banks, in this neighbourhood, 
has been entirely changed since Dr. Brace commenced his mural 
investigations. 
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its north rampart lay to the north of the present road. Recent 
excavations show that it has been correctly laid down in the 
map of the Ordnance Survey. 

The Wall in its course westwards has probably proceeded 
from the north jamb of the western gateway, allowing the 
northenf part of the station to project beyond it. A new row 
of houses, appropriately named 'The Roman Wall,' represents 
its course. 

Carville Hall, now in good condition, though surrounded by 
houses, is the Cousins House of Horsley. Let the despondent 
antiquary look westward and he will detect the course of the 
Wall. We come almost immediately to Stote's Houses, the Bee 
Houses of Horsley ; the old houses here are almost entirely 
composed of Roman stones. On the north of them the fosse of 
the Wall is filled with water, and forms two ponds. Here 
some remains of the foundation of the Wall may be seen. 
About sixty yards to the south of these houses there were traces 
of two tumuli, one on each side of the little valley descending 
to the Tyne, these are about effaced. They may have covered 
the ashes of some Ancient British chiefs who fought and died 
before the Romans reached these northern parts. While digging 
for the foundations of * The Grange ' the remains of the Murv^ 
were come upon, and what the workmen called a cellar, a square 
building, probably a turret. The cart track is now on the Wall ; 
the fosse is less distinct— a wire fence and a footpath run along 
the side of it. Seventy years ago the Wall in this vicinity was 
standing between three and four feet high, covered with brush- 
wood. About half way between Stote's Houses and Old Walker 
is a small stream ; at the point where the Wall crosses it several 
stones (possibly walling stones) lie in its bed. From the stream 
looking westwards the profile of the fosse is very bold. West of 
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the brook, and almoBt as far as Old Walker, the oore of the Wall 
is seen at intervals in the footpath, the fosse being on the right 
hand (the N.)- On the top of the rise, about eighty yards from 
the brook, is the site of the first mile-castle. The gronnd is 
under tillage, but its slightly elevated surface may possibly 
enable the traveller to hit upon its site. The fosse of the Wall 
becomes encoun^ing as we proceed. 

The farm-house of Old Walker is now reached. Maay 
Roman stones appear in its walls ; the fosse is used as a duck- 
pond. After this for some distance there is little to engage the 
attention of the observer ; he may, however, detect ■ some traces 
of the north fosse. Pres^itly he wiU notice that the site of this 
ditch is inclosed. The road now runs on the north side of the 
ditch for some distance. The site of the fosse for a considerable 
part of the way to Byker Hill is inclosed between hedges, and was 
formerly used as potato gardens. It was left waste long after the 
neighbouring ground was brought into tiUs^e. The road that is 
seen stretching in a straight line up the hill to Byker indicates 
the direction of the Wall. It is the first, but by no means the 
most remarkable, instance that we shall meet with of the 
unflinching and straightforward tendencies of this remarkable 
structure. 

In the second field from Byker Hill, Mr. Mac Lauchlan, 
aided by his measuring chain, lays down the position of the 
second mile-castle. It is seven furlongs from the last. A while 
ago the attentive observer might possibly detect it by its gently 
swelling surface, but it is now nearly or quite obliterated. On 
Byker Hill is a large quarry, from which the Romans doubtless 
procured stone for the Wall. We now lose sight of the object of 
our inquiry, except a few slight traces on the west bank of the 
Ouseburn, near the pottery, and we shall not again meet with it 
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until we reach the western UmitB of Newcastle. An entirely new 
town has within recent years been planted upon Byker Hill, and 
baffles all antiquarian search. The Wall in this vicinity niuat^ 
however,in the year 1726, have been atanding.in stately grandeur, 
as appears from the 'Prospect of it from Byker Hill,' which 
Stakeley gives in his Iter Boreale. He made this drawing 
hecaoee ' the country being entirely nndermined it might, some- 
time or other, sink, and so disorder the track of this stately 
work.' It must have remained in an encouraging state of pre- 
servation until 1800, for in the Monthly Magazine of that year 
we read, ' At this period a portion of the foundation of the 
Roman Wall was tpken up at Byker Hill, for the pBipose of 
repairing the highways.' This process has been carried on in 
other parts of the Wall up to the present period (1895), Board- 
schools notwithstanding. 

The Wall ran through Byker 

in a line with the street called 

Shields Road, and iiegan its de- 
scent down the steep bank which 

leads to the Ouseburn, a few 

yards to the south of the iifw 

Byker Bridge. In ctearhig the 

ground for the formation of a 

road at the east end of Byker 

Bridge, on its southern side, n 

Roman altar was found in 1 88 ) . 

now in the Bkckgate Museum, 

Newcastle. Having crossed the 

stream the Wall climbed, in a 

straight line, tlic opposite bank, traces of it still remain. A 

mile-castle stood at the point where the Wail began its descent 
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to the Onsebnm, from which two lai^e stones (one of them 
inscribed) were taken, and are now preserved in the same 
mnsemn. Having reached the western bank of the valley, the 
Wall made straight for the Red Bams, now the Dominican 
Monastery. Hence it passed to the Sallyport Gate, and thence 
over the gronnd known as the Wall EnoU. It then went on to 
Pilgrim Street, a little to the north of Silver Street, which 
perhaps then formed its military way, and so over Lork Bnm 
(now Dean Street) to the west door of St. Nicholas's Church, 
where remains of it were found in 1768. Leland tells us, on 
the authority of Dr. Davel, then Master of St. Mary's Hospital, 
Newcastle, that ' S. Nicolas chirch in Newcastel stondith on the 
Picth WauUe.' In its passage from the town westwards it went 
by St. John's Church, and in front of the palisades of the 
Assembly Rooms, up Westgate Hill. The range of houses called 
Cumberland Row very nearly represents the line of the Wall, and 
the present road is probably identical with the ancient military 
way. 



Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Newcastle was the second station on the line. It bore the 
name of Pons Aelii ; deriving this designation from the bridge 
which Hadrian, who was of the Aelian family, built over the 
Tyne. The present Swing Bridge occupies the same position as 
did the bridge of Hadrian, which seems to have served 
(with various renovations) the traffic of the district till about 
A.D. 1248, when a new bridge was built. This medieval 
bridge was destroyed by a flood in a.d. 1771. It was found 
that in its construction the piers of the ancient Roman bridge 
had, to a considerable extent, been made use of. When the 
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bridge of 1775 was removed to make way for the present 
structure, the wooden piles and framework of the foundation of 
one at least of the Roman piers were met with and removed. 
On both occasions Roman coins were found. 

The i)osition of the station has not been ascertained with 
certainty. On the north side of Collingwood Street, close to» 
the Groat Market, strong remains of the Roman Wall were 
exhumed in 1810. Near the western extremity of the same- 
street, but on its south side, another piece of Roman Wall was 
met with in 1863. These fragments were no doubt portions of 
the north wall of the station. In laying down some water-pipe» 
in Collingwood Street, in 1852, two walls of Roman masonry 
were exposed, which were, as near as the eye could judge, at 
right angles with this north wall ; these must have been parts 
of the station. We shall probably not greatly err if we suppose 
Pons Aelii to have lain between St. Nicholas's Church on the 
one side and the Literary and Philosophical Society on the 
other ; and, having the north side of CoUingwood Street for the 
site of its north rampart, to have extended as far south as 
the railway which now covers the ancient BailiflFgate, where the- 
ground begins to dip rapidly down towards the river. When the 
Town Hall buildings were reared no traces of Roman building 
were found. This might have been expected, for the site is 
to the north of our supposed station. In other directions, 
no doubt, suburban buildings clustered round the camp.. 
When the present Assize Courts (near the Old Castle) were 
built, numerous Roman remains were found, and a Roman well 
still exists under the centre of the building. 

One of the most interesting of the remains of the Romans 
found in Newcastle is the altar shown on the opposite page. It 
was dredged from the bottom of the river in three pieces, at 
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-diflTerent times, when the works of the Swing Bridge were in 
progress. It is dedicated to Nejptune by the Sixth Legion, 
sumamed the victorious, pious, and faithful. The soldiers of 
this legion, or some important detachment of it, having safely 
traversed the stormy waters of the North Sea reared this altar, 
in token of their gratitude to the god of the seas. The altar is 
at present in the museum of the Society of Antiquaries in 
the Black Gate, Newcastle. 

According to the Notitia, a cohort of the Cornovii, under 
the command of a tribune, garrisoned Pons Aelii. Who the 
Cornovii were we have no means of knowing ; neither does any 
inscription exist, either to confirm or to correct the statement 
of the Notitia. Behind the 'Angel' Inn at Ilkley is a large 
inscribed slab naming the Cornovii. 

There are some buildings in Newcastle which will interest 
the Eoman antiquary. The mother church of the town (now 
a cathedral church) is dedicated to St. Nicholas. Masses of 
Eoman ruins on the site of this church probably led in Saxon 
times to the building of some homely temple, which long ago 
disappeared. Tradition speaks of a Norman church, founded in 
the reign of William Rufus. It, too, is gone, having been 
destroyed, it is believed, in 1216. The present church, which 
is chiefly in the ' Decorated ' style, was finished in 1360. The 
beautiful tower and lantern are subsequent additions. 

The Old Castle is one of the most interesting Norman 
fortifications remaining in England. Robert Curthose built a 
castle here, which must soon have perished, as we find William 
Rufus engaged in the work of reconstruction. The present 
Keep was erected in the reign of Henry II. It was commenced 
in 1172, and finished in 1177. Though not so large as many of 
the Norman Keeps of England, it exhibits in a very clear 
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mttDoer the spirit and design of that claES of building. In 1813 
the battlementB and flag-tower were placed upon it by the 
Corporation, The wood-cut represents its appearance as* seen 
from the west, before these additions were made. It shows also 




the gateway, now removed, which led into the inner bailey. The 
IBlack Gate, the principal entrance into the Castle precincts, was 
Iwilt by Henry III. in the year 1248. The upper portions of 
It, which had long been in a ruinous condition, have been 
restored by the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle. Here is 
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depcHted a co'Jcctioo of Ruaian alius «od ocbtt antiqnlCieB, 
diie&T derived from the Wall districi. moK extensive than is 
eba>1>er« to be met nith in Eo-^Und. 




Frequent reference is made in this work to the Bhickgate 
Mnsenin, and every visitor to the Roman Wall shonld, while* 
in Newcastle, see this large collection. 

The wood-CDt shows the west side of the building as it 
appeared in 1847 ; the houses od both sides shown in the wood- 
cut were pulled down some years ^o. 
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Feom Newcastle to the Noeth Tyne. 

We now pursue the Wall on its course westward. In 
addition to the Murus, or stone wall, we will now have the 
companionship of the Vallum, or earth wall. As already 
observed, the Vallum is not met with at either extremity of the 
line. With respect to the eastern end, Horsley's testimony is 
very emphatic. ' There is not, in all the space between Cousins 
House and Newcastle, the least vestige or appearance of 
Hadrian's Vallum, or anything belonging to it.' The Vallum 
is supposed to have proceeded from the southern rampart of 
the station of Pons Aelii, and to have run up Westgate Hill 
parallel with the Wall. In the days of Dr. Brace's youth it 
was to be seen at the back of the houses on the left hand of the 
road, about half way up the hill. 

At the top of Westgate Hill, at a place called the Quarry 

« 

House, Horsley found traces of a mile-castle. Neither Quarry 
House nor traces of a mile-castle now exist. 

The mounds and fosse of the Vallum used to be seen at the 
back of the houses on the left hand side of Westgate Road ; 
now they are not met with until the top of the hill, opposite to 
the Union Workhouse, though fast being eflFaced by building 
operations. As we pursue our way westward to the Solway 
Firth, these works of the Eomans will seldom be out of sight. 
After the Workhouse is passed, let the traveller look over the 
wall on the right hand side of the road, and he will see distinct 
traces of the fosse which guarded the north side of the Wall. 
The road itself occupies the site of the Wall. The additional 
rampart formed on the northern edge of the fosse by the throw- 
ing out of the excavated materials, will here, as in many other 
places, be noticed. 

5 
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Benwell Hill, 
The third station on the Hne, Benwell Hill, the Condercum 
of the Eomans, is about two miles from Newcastle. Its form is 
nearly obhterated. It Hes partly to the north of the road, and 
partly to the south. The northern portion is now occupied h^ 
the high service reservoir of the Newcastle and Grateshead Water 
Company. South of the road some interesting traces of it 
remain. The eastern rampart and the south-east angle of the 
station show boldly in the grounds of Col. Dyer ; its southern 
and western ramparts may be traced, though more obscurely, 
in the neighbouring grounds of Mrs. Mulcaster. On the sunny 
slope leading down to the river are manifest traces of founda- 
tions. The Vallum has come up to the southern rampart 
of the station ; the Wall has probably joined it at the point 
where the road now crosses it. The suburban buildings of this 
station have been extensive. One of these, on the east side, 
was excavated a few years ago by Mr. Rendel. A small temple, 
terminating at its southern extremity in a circular apse, is seen. 
Two altars found in the temple which formerly stood in the 
place they originally occupied, are now in the Blackgate Museum. 
One of these is most tastefully adorned ; it is dedicated to a 
god, unknown to classical mythology, Antenociticus, and to the 
deities of the emperors, by Aelius Vibius, a centurion of the 
twentieth legion, surnamed the Valerian and Victorious. The 
other altar is of a ruder kind, but it has a longer inscription, 
which may be thus translated : — ' To the god Anociticus by the 
decrees of our best and greatest Emperors, given under Ulpius 
Marcellus, a man of consular rank ; Tineius Longus, of the 
praefecture of knights, adorned with the broad clasp, and a 
quaestor dedicated [this altar].' Probably the Anociticus which 
we have here is only a contracted form of the Antenociticus 
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which we have on the other altar. Ulpius Marcellus was a 
jurist who flourished in the reigns of Antoninus Pius and Marcus 
Aurelius. The emperors intended are no doubt Aurelius and his 
colleague Lucius Yerus. The altar will thus belong to a period 
between a.d. 161 and 1 69. In Mrs. Mulcaster's grounds may be 
seen some fragments of millstones and other Roman remains, 
and in particular the capital of a column, having a species of 
moulding which was afterwards adopted by Norman architects. 
This station was garrisoned by a troop of horse — the first wing 
of the Asturians, a people of Spain. 

The Romans are supposed to have wrought the coal in the 
vicinity of Benwell. When the lower water-reservoir was formed 
here, several years ago, some ancient coal workings were exposed, 
but nothing was found to indicate decisively the period to which 
they belonged. They were probably Roman. 

The wall on the south side of the road here is chiefly com- 
posed of Roman stones. The larger stones are no doubt derived 
from the Wall, the smaller description from the buildings in the 
station. 

Leaving Condercum, we again pursue our journey west- 
ward. We now pass the second milestone from Newcastle. 
The road runs for several miles upon the foundation of the 
Wall. Formerly the facing-stones were in many places seen 
protruding through the ' metal ; ' but since the diversion of the 
greater part of the traffic from the road to the railway, the 
remnants of this great relic of antiquity have, in several instances, 
been removed to supply material for mending the turnpike. 
The north fosse, as we pursue our journey, becomes more 
distinct on the right hand. Descending Benwell Hill, the 
vill^e of East Denton is reached. Here, on the left hand side, 
we meet, for the first time, with a remnant of the Wall rising 
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above the ground. The cut shows it. It ia nine feet six inches 
wide. The trtmk of the apple tree which long grew npon it fell 
several winters ago. Denton Hall, on the right, an ancient 




bnildii^ redolent of the e or es of Mrs Montague and Dr 

Sa uel Johnsoi a d the scene of sundry ^host stor es * s soon 

rear he 1 Here a few sculpt red sto es from the Wall are 

] reser ed Oppos te to De ton Hal! the core of the Wall is 

good preservation, and at the bottom of the field on the south 

all the features of the Vallum are well developed. The next 

village is West Denton. Just before reaching the loc^e of West 

Denton House, a mound will be observed on the left of the road. 

This covers the ruins of a mile-castle. 

The geologist will be interested in knowir^ that a little 

to the south of this spot, very near where the ditch of the 

Vallum crosses the brook, the course of the Ninety-fathom 

Dyke is still to be seen. This 'fault will be detected by the 

perpendicularity of the strata.' (Mac Lanchlan, p. 15.) At 

,- 10 ; also, 
Tomlini ..... 
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West Denton the Murus and Vallum are about 200 yards apart ; 
after this they slowly converge until they reach Walbottle 
Dene, where they are but sixty yards distant from each other. 
After that they keep nearly parallel and in close contiguity until 
reaching Rutchester. Ascending the hill from West Denton, 
the fosse of the Wall is ^foldly developed. The Vallum is 
feeble. Passing the fourth mile-stone, we arrive at Chapel 
flouse. The view here is extensive. On the south of the road 
Horsley observed ' some foundations of stone ramparts.' They 
are now completely eradicated. A little beyond this, half way 
down the hill, we should meet with the site of another 
castelliim ; it is now scarcely discernible. On the slope of this 
hill and the rise of the next, several traces of the Wall are to be 
seen in the road. Passing Walbottle {hotle is the Saxon for an 
abode), we come to the fifth mile-stone ; the Vallum here is 
good, and it is well seen ascending the hill before us. At 
Walbottle Dene House, another cn^tellum has stood. The 
remains of its northern gateway are to be seen within the 
grounds. There is a beautiful prospect from this place. As we 
proceed onwards, two or three courses of stones may be seen in 
the bank on the traveller's right hand. These appear to have 
formed the foundation courses of the Wall. The road here has 
been recently lowered and slightly altered in its course to save 
the casfellum gateway before mentioned. No traces of the 
bridge by which the Wall crossed the dene remain. From this 
point the village of Ryton is seen, high upon the south bank of 
the Tyne, distant about seven miles from Newcastle. The 
Early English Church is an exceedingly interesting specimen of 
the period. Its spire is 108 feet high, and is a conspicuous 
object for many miles round. On the north side of the church, 
shaded by trees, is a large barrow, which has not been opened. 
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It doubtless covers the remains of some hero long departed. The 
views from the churchyard are both extensive and beautiful. 

Proceeding onwards, a lane crosses the road. The turning 
to the left hand takes us to Newbum. At Newburn the river, 
for the first time, becomes fordable. In ancient times it was 
consequently a place of importance. Its knolls bear marks of 
early fortifications, and several stones in the present church are 
undoubtedly Roman. The church, with its very early tower, is 
well worth a passing visit. There is reason to believe that the 
Romans laid a framework of stone across the bed of the river to 
improve the ford. 

In 1346 David, King of Scotland, crossed the ford on his 
way to Neville's Cross. In 1640 the Scotch forces under 
General Lesley defeated the troops of Charles I. at Newburn. 

We have now aiTived at the colliery village of Throckley, 
just beyond it we find a Wesleyan Chapel and the Schools of the 
Throckley Coal Company. Just before reaching the sixth 
mile-stone we come to the filter beds of the Newcastle and 
Gateshead Water Company, by which the water intended for 
domestic use in these towns is purified. A great find of coins 
of the * Thirty Tyrants' period was made here a few years 
ago.* After passing the sixth mile-stone, Throckley Bank Top 
is reached. Both the fosse of the Wall and the Valium mav be 
traced. Another mile-castle is reached ; besides the gentle eleva- 
tion, the difference in the colour of its soil or the tint of its 
vegetation will often be noticed. The traveller will observe thafc 
very often the gate into a field is placed on the spot where a mile- 
castle stood. The reason is obvious ; the ruins of the building 
formed a hard surface, which was useless for agricultural pur- 
poses, but most excellent for sustaining trafiic. The facing- 
stones of the Wall may be seen in the road, giving to the 

* See Arch. Aeliana^ vol. viii. p. 256, for a description of them. 
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structure a width of eight feet six inches. A little further 
on, a range of houses attracts the eye on the right of the road. 
It is the Frenchmen's Row, originally built for the workmen 
employed in Heddon Colliery, but afterwards used as the 
residence of a number of refugees, who fled to England on the 
occasion of the first French Revolution. The dial in front 
of one of the houses was constructed by them. 

At Heddon Banks the facing-stones of both sides of the 
Wall are to be seen in the road. 

On the top of the eminence which we reach before coming 
to Heddon-on-the-Wall, the north fosse will be seen to be deeper 
than we have yet noticed it. The works of the Vallum, about 
fifty yards to the south, are also finely developed. In both cases 
the ditch is cut through the freestone rock. In the sides of the 
south ditch the tool-marks of the excavators are visible. Sections 
were made across the Vallum here in 1893. It was found that 
the fosse was flat-bottomed and not V-shaped. During the' 
excavations an Ancient British bronze weapon and a worked 
flint were discovered. Just below the eminence the Wall 
leaves the modern road and is seen in the field to the 
south. Before entering the village, let the traveller clamber 
over the tree-crowned wall which skirts the road on his 
left. He will see here an interesting though small fragment 
of the Wall. Five or six courses of both its northern and 
southern faces remain, the north face extending for about 
twenty-five yards east of the circular turret. Somewhat nearer 
the farm-house the remains of a circular chamber appear in 
the substance of the Wall, having a diameter of seven feet, 
with a small aperture, leading out of it, in a slanting direc- 
tion. This kind of structure is quite peculiar; has it been 
intendjBd for a turret ? The Wall is only about tliirty-five yards 
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from the ditch of the Vallum at Heddon-on-the-Wall.* The 
fosse of the Vallum is seen cutting boldly through the village ; 
in the low ground it is used as a pond. A castellum must have 
stood hereabouts ; it has probably been destroyed by the erection 
of the village. The seventh mile-stone is passed just as we lea^e 
the place. The road that turns off to the left leads to Horsley 
and Corbridge. The road that we have "been travelling upon, 
and which we ai:e to keep for several miles farther, goes nearly 
straightforward. It is General Wade's Military Eoad. When 
the Pretender's forces appeared before Carlisle in 1745, the royal 
troops were lying at Newcastle, where the enemy had been 
expected. At that time no road that would bear the transit of 
artillery existed between Newcastle and Carlisle, so that General 
Wade was obliged to leave Carlisle to the mercy of the enemy, 
and proceed in search of him by a southerly route. After this the 
road between Newcastle and Carlisle, now known throughout the 
district as ' The Military Eoad,' was made. For miles together 
the Wall was pulled down to form it. 

This statement prepares us for a brief extract from the 
journal of that eminent man, John Wesley. He writes: — 
* Wednesday, 21 May, 1755. I preached at Nafferton, near 
Horsley, about thirteen miles from Newcastle. We rode chiefly 
on the new western road, which lies on the old Eoman WaU. 
Some part of this is still to be seen, as are the remains of most 
of the towers, which were built a mile distant from each other, 
quite from sea to sea. But where are the men of renown who 
built them, and who once made all the land tremble ? Crumbled 
into dust ! Gone hence, to be no more seen, till the earth shall 
give up her dead ! ' 

* In the church, which occupies the highest point in the village, there 
are pre-Conquest remains. The building is chiefly of Norman date, with 
later additions. The chancel has a groined roof. See Arch, Ael. xi. p. 247. 
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Not much that calls for observation occurs before reaching 
the next station — Kutchester. About midway between Heddon- 
on-ihe-Wall and Rutchester is the site of a mile-castle; it is 
very indistinct. On the slope of the hill east of Rutchester the 
foundations of the Wall are well seen in the centre of the road. 
The "Wall here seems to have been nine feet wide. 

Rutchester. 

Rutchester, the ancient Vindobala, is the fourth station on 
the line of the Wall. It was garrisoned by the first cohort of 
Frixagi, or, as it should probably be written, Frisii. The 
Frisians were a tribe occupying a portion of what is now the 
kingdom of the Netherlands. Unless the traveller be on his 
guard, he may pass through the middle of Yindobala without 
knowing it. A lane crosses the road just as you come up to it. 

The great Wall seems to have joined the station at its gate- 
ways, leaving a considerable portion of the camp projecting to 
the north, and a still larger to the south of it. The station, 
the general form of which may be discerned, has had an area of 
about three acres and a half. The turnpike road probably 
represents its via prmcipaiis. To the north of the road the 
station is under the plough, but the general* elevation of its 
surface, and the slight though yearly diminishing traces of its 
ditch, serve sufficiently well to mark its position. South of the 
road, the western and southern ramparts remain in a fair state 
of preservation. The farm- buildings are all to the south of the 
camp. 

The Vallum here, as is usually the case in the immediate 
vicinity of stations, is indistinct ; but it seems to have joined 
the fort in a line with its southern rampart. The suburbs have 
been to the south of the station. The present farm-house is 
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• The opinion long prevailed in Northumberland that the P(V(« had 
the art at preparing an intoxicftting liquor from heal her- bells, and that 
the secret oied with them. 
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one true and living God, but Mithras, the Eastern Apollo. 

V 

The altar is neatly designed ; a wreath encircles the word deo, 
and two palm branches wave over it. The inscription may thus 
be read in English — 'Lucius Sentius Castus [a centurion], of 
the sixth legion, piously dedicated this altar to the god 
[Mithras].' It, with the others, is now at Otterbum Castle. 
Most of the stones of the fanu-buildings and adjacent fences are 
Roman. A few fragments of inscriptions are built up in the walls; 
one, in a coachhouse bears the letters, avr. . . . bin. , . . 
xiT. . . . NI8. It is no doubt part of a monumental tablet ; 
when complete it would probably be — IHis Manihus AjjB£liti8 
VicioBiN^s vixiT.anum^ At the door in front of the house 
were formerly some fragments of altars and other stones, among 
them a centurial stone that reads — [co]h hi )pediovi— the 
century of Pediovus of the third cohort ; these have all been 
removed into the house and built up in the fireplace in the 
drawing-room. 

We now continue our journey. A.bout one-third of a mile 

forward, on a knoll beside the field-gate, the site of another 

mile-castle occurs. Presently we pass, on the left of the road, 

a house formerly used as a public house, and known as ' The 

Iron Sign.' Some of the buildings are entirely composed of 

Roman stones. In a wall abutting upon the road, are some 

centurial and sculptured stones. They are read with difficulty, 

but in a favourable light one of them seems to be COH. viii. ; 

another, > hos lvpi. A side light is the best for reading 

weathered inscriptions. Passing the ninth mile-stone, we stand 

upon the top of an eminence, called Round Hill, or sometimes 

Eppie's HOI. We have here a good view of Harlow Hill and the 

adjacent country. The north fosse is very distinct, forming a 

deep groove on the right of the road all the way to Harlow HiU. 
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The Wall and the Vallum are at this point within thirty yards 
of each other, but neither here nor at Heddon-on-the-Wall do 
they impinge upon or cut into one another. They soon separate ; 
for whilst the Wall inclines to the north in order to secure, in 
conformity with its usual practice, the high ground, the Vallum 
continues to move onward in a nearly straight line. In doing so 
it runs along the flanks of Harlow Hill. Had the Vallum been 
tm independent barrier, it would probably have kept to the high 
^ound. From a point opposite the next mile-castle to Carr 
Hill, a distance of five miles, the Vallum goes in a perfectly 
straight line. 

A little more than half a mile beyond Round Hill, we pass 
the site of a mile-castle ; the Vallum is here 400 yards from the 
Wall. We soon arrive at Harlow Hill. The Wall has passed 
through the fold yards on the south side of the turnpike road. 
A mile-castle has stood here, but no traces of it now exist. On 
the high ground north of the village are the remains of a 
tumulus and entrenchments. The Eomans would not leave so 
important a position undefended. From the quarries under this 
summit the builders of the Wall seem to have obtained both 
freestone and lime. Some barrows to the north of this place, 
and graves filled with human bones, confirm the traditionary 
account of bloody battles having been fought here in 'the 
troublesome times.' 

Descending the hill, we come to the Whittle Dene reservoirs 
of the Newcastle and Gateshead Water Company. 

The village of Welton is about half a mile to the south of 
the road. Its most prominent feature is the ancient fortlet 
called Welton Hall. It is built entirely of Roman stones. Over 
the door are the initials and date — 'W W. 1614.' Strange 
stories are still told of the enormous strength of ' Old Will of 
Welton.' 
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Ascending the hill, just after passing the reservoirs, the site 
of another mile-castle is seen on the left hand. At this point 
the Vallum, after crossing one of the reservoirs, again comes 
ijito close companionship with the "Wall. At the usual distance 
(seven furlongs and a half) westward of the castle, the site of 
another may be discerned. It is about a furlong west of the 
* Robin Hood ' Inn, where a road turns down to a farm-house. 
Wall Houses is next reached. Between this point and the 
fourteenth mile-stone all the lines of the Barrier are developed 
to a degree that is quite inspiriting. The north fosse is, for 
some distance, planted with trees, which will, for a considerable 
time, save it from the plough. Another house, the remnant of 
a village, called High Wall Houses, is next approached. After 
passing what was a turnpike-gate, a road on the left leads to 
Corbridge, distance about four miles, and Hexham about seven 
miles. About a mile to the south of us is Shildon Hill, which 
forms a conspicuous feature in the landscape. It has an oval- 
shaped entrenchment on its summit, belonging, probably, to 
Ancient British times. At Matfen-Piers Lodge there is another 
mile-castle. The Wall, as seen in the road, is a little less than 
eight feet thick. The road on the right leads to Matfen. At 
Matfen Hall, the seat of Sir Edward Blackett, Bart., were 
formerly several important inscribed and sculptured stones and 
other antiquities derived from the Wall, especially from the 
station of Hunnum. They were presented to the Newcastle. 
Society of Antiquaries, and are now in the Blackgate Museum,. 
Newcastle. We now pass the fourteenth mile-stone. 

At Halton Shields was another castellum, though all decided 
traces of it are now obliterated. 'Like the man at Halton 
Shields,' was a saying that was conmion a while ago. This cele- 
brated personage set off on a journey, and, after travelling labori- 
ously all night, found himself at his own back door next morning. 
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On the top of the next summit, Carr Hill, the facing-stones 
of the Wall are seen in the road, and the angle which it here 
makes, bending away to the south, may be observed. It 
measures nine feet six inches in width. The Wall and Vallum 
are fifty-five yards apart. They go on in tolerable parallelism 
for some distance, when the Vallum suddenly bends to the south, 
evidently to avoid a small barrow-like elevation called Down 
Hill. Having done this, it returns as quickly to something 
hke its former direction. The Wall pursues a straightforward 
course, and cuts across the hill where its north fosse is well 
marked. 

These appearances strongly corroborate the opinion that the 
various lines of the fortification are but parts of one great 
scheme. If the Vallum had been constructed as an independent 
defence against a northern foe, and nearly a century before the 
WaU, an elevation which so entirely commands the Vallum 
would surely not have been left open to the enemy, especially as 
it would be just as easy to take the Vallum along the north flank 
of the hill as the south. Sections were made across the Vallum 
at this point in 1898, but nothing definite was made out. 

Down Hill has a number of depressions upon it, caused no 
doubt by the Eomans quarrying lime here. There is a modem 
lime quarry on the western edge of the hill. 

Passing Halton Eed House, we reach the station of 

HUNNUM, 

Halton Chesters, 

The Wall came up to the lateral gateways of this camp ; 
consequently, the turnpike-road, its present representative, goes 
through the midst of it. Unless the traveller be on the alert, 
he will pass through the station without knowing it, as did 
Sandy Gordon the Scottish Antiquary, and William Hutton the 
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first time he visited it. The Vallum came up to the southern 
rampart. Horsley gave this camp the name of Halton Chesters, 
from the village of Halton, which lies about half a mile to the 
south of it. This station does not occupy the elevated position 
which most of the stations do. It has the usual rectangular 
form, but it possesses this peculiarity, that an angular portion 
has, as it were, been cut out of its north-west corner. The 
nature of the ground has probably necessitated this arrangement. 
The station has contained an area of four acres and a quarter. 
The distance between the last station (Eutchester) and this is 
greater than usual, being seven miles and two furlongs in a direct 
line. The station of Hunnum was garrisoned by a troop of 
horse, called in the Notitia^ *Ala Saviniana' or 'Sabiniana.' 
This troop probably took its name from Sabina, the wife of 
Hadrian. There is reason to believe that the Empress accom- 
panied Hadrian to Britain, and that the imperial court was 
established here for the winter of 119-120 (Merivale, vol. vii. 
p. 438). The only inscription confirming the Notitia in its 
statement of the occupation of Hunnum is one which was first 
noticed by Camden, and is now preserved at Cambridge. It is 
part of a monumental slab, dedicated to the shades of Noricus, 
who died at the age of 30, by Messorius Magnus, a brother of 
the deceased, and a duplaris of the Ala Sabiniana, 

The portion of the station north of the road was brought 
into cultivation in the year 1827. It is called the 'Brunt- 
ha'penny Field,' from the number of corroded copper coins 
which have been picked up on the site. Numerous buildings, most 
carefully constructed, were found in it. One of them was an 
elaborate structure, containing at least eleven apartments. 
These were heated by the transmission of hot air under their 
floors and up their sides. The idea has been extensively 
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adopted that all the buildings provided with hypocausts were 
public baths. This is not so. The Romans were great bathers, 
but we must not overlook the difference between the climate 
of Italy and Britain. Warmth would be the first requisite here, 
and hypocausts were the Roman equivalents of the modem 
domestic heating apparatus for warming a house. Nearly all 
the remains found in Northumberland prove that the necessities 
of war were chiefly attended to, not the requirements of luxury. 
The remains of 'The Baths' at Hunnum were most carefully 
examined and described by the Rev. John Hodgson and Mr. 
Dobson {Hist North, pt. ii. vol. iii. p. 817) ; but though we are 
told which was the apodyterium^ which the tepidarium^ the 
caldarium, and the frigidarium^ nothing is said about those 
essential requisites in a public bathing establishment — the pipes 
for the introduction of the water, the boilers for heating, and 
the basins for holding it. These did not exist. A portion of 
one of the smallest of the chambers here was indeed walled off 
and carefully lined with cement, so as to form a reservoir, ten 
feet long by seven feet three inches broad, but this was the only 
real indication of a bath. Similar cisterns have been found at 
OiLURNUM, BoRCOvicus, and elsewhere; these were probably 
the only arrangements made for bathing, even in the dwellings 
of the tribunes and the prefects, and these w^re probably sup- 
plied by hand, with hot or cold water, at the command of the 
master of the house. The interior of this building was removed 
as soon as it was discovered. The part of the station which is 
to the south of the road has a gentle slope and a fair exposure 
to the sun. It is known by the name of the Chesters; in 
Horsley's day it had the additional designation of Silverhill, no 
doubt from the discovery, on some occasion, of a number of 
denarii in it. An elaborately carved slab, shown in the 
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engraving, commemoratiug some work done by the second legion, 
styled the AnguBt, waa found here in 1769, and is preserved 
at Abiwick Castle. 
Ab the ground has 
not been recently 
ploi^hed, it exhi- 
bits, with consider- 
able distinctness, 
the hnes of the 
oater entrench- 
ments, as well OS ,..-- .. _...„ .^., 
the contour of the l"-%^iff''P-^ 
mined buildings 

and streets of the interior. The road to Holton runs through 
the middle of the station, proliahly on the very site of the old 
Roman via leading from the Pi-aetorian to the Decuman gate. 
Tiie suburbs have covered a tine tract of pasture gronnd to the 
«anth. 

Halton Tower and Church are chiefly composed of Roman 
fltonea. In the church-jatd is a Roman altar placed upside 
down, but its inscription is obliterated. Before the door of the 
lionse is a small altar showing the palera on one side and a 
prae/eneulum on the other, and in the gardeti wall is a much 
weathered stone, on which is carved the figure of a man reclininif 
fln a couch — probably part of a funereal stone. It is shown in 
the wood-cut on the next page. In the wall of one of the back 
buildings is the much-defaced figure of a man, which is also 
probably a part of a funereal stone. 

A Uttle to the south of Halton is the fine fortified thirteenth- 
century manor house known as Aydon Castle, wliich is well 
worthy of a passing visit. 
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THE WATLING STREET. 



On leaving HUNunsi, it will be noticed how much the 
defile on its west side atrei^thenB the military position of the 
camp. About a furlong before reaching Portgate the faint 
trac^ of a mile-castle may be seen. 

Passing the sixteenth milestone, we come to another castellum, 
and, continuing to ascend the hill, we soon reach the point where 
the ancient Watling Street, mnning from north to south, crosses 
the Wall at right angles." This road, which was probably 




formed lij Agricola in his first advance into Scotland is m 
many pit cs as here still used as a highway in others it is 
grass giowii and deserted but e\en m these instances it retams, 
often fot miles together all the features of its original con 
stiuctioii The 'Watling btrcct on its way from the South 
parses tin stations of Bmchtster Lanchester Ebchester Cor 

• In H isley s day there seem' to have beeo a, Bpeciea of fortification 
here H 8 \t Watlmg Street gate there has been a Eiiuare eaHtlln » 
half withiu llie Wall and half without 
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Chester, and, crossing the Wall, proceeds to the stations at 
Risingham and High Kochester. It reaches the Scottish border 
at Chew Green, where there is a group of camps of remarkable 
construction. Though at some distance from it yet it is pro- 
bable that the station of Hunnum was intended to guard the 
passage of the Wall by the Street. 

The Wall and Vallum are parallel in this place, and are about 
eighty yards apart. The earthworks now become exceedingly 
interesting, and continue to be so for the next two or three 
mUes, The north fosse is in many places very bold; the 
materials that have been turned out of it are lying on the outer 
margin, rough and untrimmed, as if the labourers had left the 
work but to obtain some refreshment, and were about to return 
to it. Ascending the hill, on the top of which is a fir plantation, 
the foundations of the Wall may be well seen. Before reaching 
the plantation, a mile-castle will be observed. At this point it 
will be well for the antiquary to forsake the turnpike road and 
examine the Vallum. He will not find it in a more perfect state 
in any other part of the line. Old Wm. Button was charmed 
with it. ' I climbed over a stone wall,' he says, * to examine 
the wonder ; measured the whole in every direction ; surveyed 
them with surprize, with delight, was fascinated, and unable to 
proceed ; forgot I was upon a wild common, a stranger, and the 

evening approaching Lost in astonishment, I was 

not able to move at all.' 

On passing the crown of the hill, and beginning the descent, 
the Wall may be measured (in the road) ten feet five inches in 
width. 

After passing a clump of trees on the right hand, and before 
reaching the eighteenth mile-stone, the site of another mile- 
castle may be distinctly noticed. On Errington Hill Head, 
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&boDt half a mile to the north of this point, are aome aDdent 
encampmente ; they command a magnificent view of the Brring 
Bum and of the valley of North Tyne. The Hallingtim 
reservoir of the Newcastle Water Company and Swinbnrne 
Castie are to be seen to the north. About a farlong before 
reaching the nineteenth mile-stone, the feeble traces of a mile- 
caatle may perhaps be recognised. Directly opposite to this, on 
the north of the Wall, and abont a furlong from it, 'is a Btnall 
quadrangular enclosure, on the top of the crag, which is pre- 
sumed to be the remains of a small Roman camp, made ki 
protect the workmen while they were quarrying and building 
the Wall.' (Mac Lauchlan, p, 24.) This camp has been a good 
deal disturbed. 

In several other instances, which we shall notice as they 
occur, Mr. Mac Lauchlan found a similar arrangement to exist, 
a small earthen tamp opposite to a mile-castle. There can be no 
doubt that the reason he assigns for them ia the tme one. This 
camp IS to the north of the Wall ; in nearly every other 
instance the tamp is to the stuth of the Wall. Advancing a 
little further alon^, the road, we observe north of the Wall a 
round hill which to all appearance is a tnmalus. Into the 
front of one of the hou'w at St Oswald's Hill Head, a centurial 
stone is built, bearii^ the 
f \ — «, * rrti inscription, CHO Vill 
, j [ v_ ^y j ! > CAECiLi CLiiME— The 

century or company of 
CeciliuB Clemens of the 
eighth cohort. Immedi- 
ately south of this place, 
distant about a quarter (rf 
mile, is Fallowfield Fell, where the Roman quarryman, 
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CarantiiiuB, has left his name upon the rock, as already stated 
(p. 82). The ' written rock ' is not easily found, in consequence 
of its being but slightly elevated above the general level, though 
a vandal found it out and carved his name in very bold letters 
beneath the ancient inscription.* The view from the Fell is 
very extensive and fine. 

Onwards, we come to St. Oswald's Church, recently restored. 

Opposite to it is a field called Mould's Close, where, according 

to local tradition, the hottest of the fight between Kin^ Oswald 

and Cadwalla raged. Bede tells us : — ' This last king (Oswald), 

after the death of his brother Eanfrid, advanced with an army, 

small indeed in number, but strengthened with the faith of 

Christ ; and the impious commander of the Britons was slain, 

though he had most numerous forces, which he boasted nothing 

could withstand, at a place, in the English tongue called 

Denisesbum, that is, Denis's-brook. This place is shown to this 

day, and held in much veneration, where Oswald being about to 

engage, erected the sign of the holy cross, and on his knees 

prayed to God that he would assist His worshippers in their 

great distress. . . . Advancing towards the enemy with the 

first dawn of the day, they obtained the victory, as their faith 

deserved. . . . The place in the English tongue is called 

Hefenfeld, or the Heavenly Field. . . . The same place is 

near the Wall with which the Eomans formerly enclosed the 

island from sea to sea, to restrain the fury of the barbarous 

nations, as has been said before. Hither, also, the brothers of 

the church of Hagulstad, which is not far from thence, repair 

yearly on the day before that on which King Oswald was after- 

• If the reader chooses to see it let him attend to the following 
directions : — On the rise, to the south of St. Oswald's Hill Head, is a fir 
plantation. The * written rock ' is to the south of this plantation, and a 
little to the east of it. 
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wards slain, to watch there for the health of his soul, ajjd having 
sung many psalms, to offer for him in the morning the sacrifice 
of the holy oblation. And since that good custom has spread, 
they have lately built and consecrated a church there, which has 
attached additional sanctity and honour to that place.' Bede's 
Ecclesiastical History ^ Book III. ch. vii. 

The Rev. Dr. Greenwell has adduced strong evidence to 
show that Denisesbum was in the vicinity of Dilston. The 
existence of the church of St. Oswald, however, fixes the spot 
where the cross was raised, and where probably, also, the battle 
was begun, but the fight may have extended towards Dilston, 
and the slaughter of Cadwalla taken place there. 

Some faint traces of the next mile-castle may be seen at the 
field-gate on the right of the road, opposite Plane-trees Farm 
House. The house is in the ditch of the Vallum. A little 
further on, also on the right of the road, is the Bla^k Pasture 
Quarry, which yields stone of the same nature as that used in 
the Wall in this vicinity. The stone is a close-grained sand- 
stone, and may be obtained in blocks of any size. The storms 
of centuries have little or no effect upon it. 

Before reaching the twentieth mile-stone, we come to Plane- 
trees Field, where, on the left of the road, a conspicuous piece of 
the Wall remains. It has, in some places, three or four courses 
of facing-stones entire; the grout of the interior, which rises 
still higher, gives root to some fine old thorns. The Wall was 
in still better condition just before Hutton passed that way. 
He says : — * Had I been some months sooner, I should have been 
favoured with a noble treat ; but now that treat was miserably 
soured. At the twentieth mile-stone I should have seen a piece 
of Severus's [Hadrian's] Wall, seven feet and a half high, and 
two hundred and twenty-four yards long : a sight not to be 
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found in the whole line. But the proprietor, Henry Tulip, Esq., 
is now taking it down to erect a farm-house with the materials. 
Ninety-five yards are already destroyed, and the stones, fit for 
building removed. Then we come to thirteen yards which are 
standing, and overgrown on the top with brambles.' According 
to local tradition, it was owing to Mr. Button's entreaties and 
tears that the fine piece of Wall which we meet with in the 
Brunton grounds was spared. In the grounds of Brunton,* the 
residence of Mrs. Waddilove, a little below the house, a piece 
of the Wall is to be seen, in a state of very great perfection. It 
is seven feet high, and presents nine courses of facing-stones 
entire. The mortar of the five lower courses is good. The north 
fosse, along which we walk in coming to this relic, is very boldly 
developed ; and being, during the spring and summer months, 
thickly covered with ferns and wild flowers, is an object of beauty. 
We now get over the Wall by the ladder to examine its south 
face. A few years ago it was covered up in its own ruins. It has 
since been excavated by the late proprietor, Mr. John Clayton, 
P.8.A., tod not only is a fine stretch of the Wall displayed, but a 
turret, the first that we have met with in our journey hitherto, 
tas been brought to light. The turret is a small quadrangular 
building, inclosing a space of twelve feet nine inches by eleven feet 
six inches. It has a doorway nearly four feet wide. The turret is 
recessed into the Great Wall about four feet. The Wall, which 
forms the north wall of the turret, is standing eleven courses 
high, giving an elevation of eight feet and a half. The side 
walls of the turret are two feet nine inches thick. Its south wall 
is nearly four feet high. Altogether this is the finest specimen 
of the turret that we shall meet with in our peregrinations. 

* The genuine antiquary does not need to be reminded that before 
entering private grounds leave must be asked and obtained. 
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The road, which for nearly the whole distance from New- 
castle has run upon the line of the Wall, now deviates con- 
siderably to the north of it. This was done by the Government 
Surveyor, in order to take advantage of a bridge which crossed 
the river at OhoUerford. This was no doubt the bridge for the 
repairs of which thirteen days' relaxation of enjoined penance 
was granted to contributors by Bishop Skirlaw, in the time of 
Richard II. Unfortunately it was carried away by the great 
flood of 1771, shortly after which time the present bridge was 
built. The Romans went straight down the hill notwith- 
standing its steepness, and crossed the river where it was 
comparatively narrow. 

On the east bank of the river towards the north is a con- 
spicuous building, called Cocklaw Tower. It is roofless, but 
forms a fine and characteristic specimen of the border pele. On 
the walls of one of its apartments are traces of fresco-painting. 
On the opposite side of the river is Haughton Castle, the seat of 
Mr. W. D. Oruddas. The situation of this castle is most lovely, 
and the building itself, adapted to the purposes of border war- 
fare, furnishes the antiquary with a study of considerable 
intricacy, but great interest, though it has been considerably 
altered recently to fib it for a modem residence. 

The ' George ' Inn at OhoUerford, as is well known to many 
anglers and some antiquaries, has long had the reputation of 
being a comfortable one. 

Leaving Brunton, the Wall continues its onward course to 
the North Tyne in a straight line. A little before reaching the 
railway a gently elevated mound indicates the site of a mile- 
castle. Next we come to the most remarkable feature on the 
whole line of the Wall, the remains of the bridge over the 
North Tyne. . This is nearly half a mile down the river from the 
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railway station. As foot passengers are necessarily debarred 
from walking on the line, a traveller approaching it from this 
quarter should take the stile at the east end of ChoUerford 
bridge, and find his way along the river's brink to the object 
of his search. 

The lines both of Wall and Vallum may be distinguished 
as they approaph the river. The Wall, vs it enters the little 
plantation on the river's baiik, has been laid bare. It is six 
feet four inches thick, and in one place stands eight feet eight 
inches high. It terminates in a square building or castellum, 
formed of stones of the same character as those used in the 
Wall. Several layers of wood ashes were found when this build- 
ing was excavated. In front of it we have the land abutment 
of the bridge. It consists of a solid mass of masonry, of a form 
well calculated to resist the thrust of the descending stream. 
The abutment presents to the river a face of twenty-two feet, and 
from it the platform of the bridge would spring. From each 
side of this projecting face the walls retire in an oblique 
direction. The southern portion of the abutment has originally 
been formed upon the same plan as the northern, but an 
addition has afterwards been made to it, probably to give 
increased space for defensive works. In the northern part of 
the abutment, five courses of facing-stones remain, giving a 
height above the foundation course of six feet. Some of the 
stones are very large ; one is four feet ten inches long, and 
eighteen inches thick. The stone is from the Black Pasture 
Quarry, already referred to (p. 70). All the facing-stones have 
been placed in their position by the luis, and they have been 
bound together by rods of iron embedded in lead. The grooves 
for the rods remain, and, in some places, when first excavated, 
portions of the lead were seen. The peculiar-feathered tooling 
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of the facing-stones will be noticed. It is the opinion of some 
antiquaries that, whilst the great mass of the bridge is the work 
of Hadrian, these facing-stones are the work of Severus. It is 
probable that, by his time, the bridge would require repairs, and 
these he would effect, both here and in other parts of the mural 
fortress, before entering upon his Caledonian expedition. At 
Housesteads and many other places stones that have evidently 
been used in repairs have this peculiar kind of broaching. 

One other circumstance requires attention. Embedded in 
the centre of the abutment is a piece of masonry which is 
independent of all the rest, and has the form of a water pier. 
The river in this part of its course has a tendency to recede 
from its eastern bank and encroach upon its western. The 
present abutment is some distance from the river, while that 
upon the other side is entirely submerged. There can be little 
doubt that this tendency has always existed, and that the pier 
which we now see in the middle of the land-abutment of 
Hadrian's bridge was formerly one of the water piers of a bridge 
of earlier date, probably one erected by Agricola. The stones of 
this pier are bound together, individually, by wedge-shaped 
cramps, not in groups by long rods, as the facing-stones of the 
abutment and the piers in the river are. 

The platform of this bridge was undoubtedly of timber. 
Several of the stones which lie on the ground have grooves in 
them for admitting the spars. No arch stones have been found 
among the ruins. A very ingenious, though of course imagin- 
ary, reconstruction of the bridge has been made by Mr. Holmes, 
whose account is printed in the Transactions of the Newcastle 
Society of Antiquaries,* with plans. In this description he 
explains the use of many of the curious stones lying about the 

* JProc. ii. 178, Arch, Ael, xvi. 328. 



OVER THE 

NORTH TYNE. 




ABUTMENT OF BRIDGE. 75 

ruins. Several stoDes among the debris will attract attention. 
Amongst them is one about four feet in length, resembling an 
axletree. It has orifices as if for receiving handspikes. Its use 
is not positively known, though Mr. Holmes in his description 
of the bridge suggests that it was used as a counterpoise, the 
structure being a drawbridge in his opinion. There is also a 
circular shaft, about nine feet long and two feet in diameter, 
square on its base, which has several peculiarities. The exact 
use of this stone is not known, but as the moulding on its face is 
similar to that of the string course of the abutment its position 
has evidently been somewhere on the line of the abutment face. 
Amongst the debris are portions of a second column of similar 
diameter. 

From coins, from the sculptures on Trajan's column, and 
from other authentic sources of information, we learn that the 
approaches to a bridge on an enemy's frontier were always 
defended by appropriate fortifications. Here, particularly on 
the south side, as already observed, there was ample space for 
these defensive bulwarks. When the whole structure was com- 
plete it must have had a very formidable appearance. 

A covered way, evidently posterior to any of the other 
works, will be observed crossing the abutment and cutting 
through the square castle in which the Wall terminates. It 
goes beyond the extent of the excavations in both directions. 
It is formed in a great measure of stones that have been used in 
the bridge. As it is founded upon a bed of silt at least a yard 
thick, its construction cannot have taken place until the works 
of the bridge had been overwhelmed by some terrible devasta- 
tion. No probable conjecture has yet been formed of its use. 
The idea of a water-course naturally rises in the mind ; but the 
joints of the passage are by no means close, and, though covered 
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on the top, the bottom of it consists simply of the sandy alluvium: 
of the river. Most of the slabs which form the covering have 
been snapped across, apparently by the weight of the deposit 
upon them, though some of them are two feet thick ; they were 
found precisely a^ they now lie. 

Unhappily no inscribed stone has been found to detail the 
history of the bridge. One large stone was found ; but the 
greater portion of it having been exposed to the roll of the 
river for centuries, its inscription is entirely obliterated, except 
the last three lines, which happened to be covered by the gravel 
of the stream ; but they only give us the name of the prefect 
who had charge of the works, Aelius Longinus, not the name 
of the emperor by whose command they were executed. They 
were * under the care of Aelius Longinus, a prefect of cavalry.'" 
As we have not previously met with a prefect of this name, we 
are in ignorance of the date of the inscription. 

Shortly before the first edition of this work was published, 
the whole of this piece of masonry was buried under the= 
accumulated deposits of the river ; and, as if more efEectually 
to conceal the architectural treasure beneath, a thriving planta- 
tion covered the surface. The late Mr. William Coulson, of 
Oorbridge, who had acquired considerable experience as am 
explorer of Roman remains at Bremenium, suspected the truth. 
It was at his suggestion, and partly under his superintendence,, 
that the excavations were undertaken by the late Mr. Clayton,, 
the proprietor of the stations of Cilurnum, Procolitia,. 
BoBCOVicus, ViNDOLANA, and Magna, and of extensive tracts, 
of Wall between and beyond them, a gentleman to whom, 
more than any other, the antiquary is indebted for the preserva- 
tion and skilful display of the best remnants of imperial power- 
in Britain. 
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The plan of the bridge which is here inserted will give the 
reader a correct idea of it. In a paper by the late Mr. Clayton, 
in the Archaeologia Aeliana, vol. vi. p. 80, he will find a fuller 
account of this important structui*e than the limits of this little 
Yolame allow. 

We now turn to the other works of the bridge. There 
have been three water piers. It has been ascertained^ by 
partial excavation, that one of them lies immediately under the 
eastern bank of the river. Two others are, when the water is 
low and placid, to be seen in the bed of the stream. Blocks of 
masonry, which have resisted the roll of this impetuous river for 
more than seventeen centuries, are a sight worth seeing, even 
at the expenoe of being immersed in cold water to the full 
extent of the lower extremities. That end of the piers which is 
directed towards the stream is pointed. The luis holes remain 
in the stones. The grooves formed for the iron rods and cramps 
can also be discerned. The western abutment has been of the 
same form and construction as the other, but it is in a great 
measure submerged by the encroachments of the river. In 
favourable circumstances it can be seen from the bank. There 
are indications which render it probable that the western abut- 
ment, as well as the eastern, was furnished with a tower of 
defence. In leaving this subject, a short extract from Mr. 
Clayton's interesting paper may be introduced. * Those who 
have seen the magnificent remains of the Pont du Gard (justly 
the pride of Gallia Narbonensis), lighted by the glorious sun of 
Languedoc, may think lightly of these meagre relics of the 
bridge of Cilurnum, under the darker skies of Northumber- 
land ; but it may be safely affirmed, that the bridge over the 
Garden does not span a lovelier stream than the North Tyne, 
and that so much as remains of the masonry of the bridge of 
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CiLURNUM, leads to the conclusion that this bridge, as originally 
constructed, was not inferior in solidity of material, and 
excellency of workmanship, to the mighty structure reared by 
Roman hands in Gaul.' 

On the North Tyne, about 1 J miles above Chollerford, stands 
^OhoUerton with its church. This is well worth a visit, as the 
columns of the south side of the nave, being monoliths, are pro- 
bably of Roman origin, taken from CiI/URNUM. 

Objects of Interest within the Lines of the Great 

Barrier. 

Before proceeding to the examination of the station of 
OiLURNUM, to which the Roman bridge over the North Tyne 
introduces us, it is fitting that we should notice two places 
lying to the south of the Wall which have been occupied by the 
Romans — Corchester and Hexham. 

Corchester. 

To the west of the little town of Corbridge, and distant 
about six hundred yards from its church, are traces of an 
extensive Roman settlement. The situation is one which would 
recommend itself to a Roman engineer. It rises gently above 
the general surface, and is defended on its southern margin by 
the river Tyne and its somewhat precipitous bank, and on its 
western by the more humble stream, the Cor-burn. Remains 
of the bridge which carried the Watling Street across the Tyne 
may be seen in the bed of the river. 

It was, probably, a Roman town rather than a purely 
military settlement. Its shape and size favour this idea. Mr. 
Mac Lauchlan, after diligently tracing out the course of its 
ramparts, came to the conclusion that its form was an irregular 
ellipse, and that it contained an area of about, twenty-two acres. 
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All the cam^ we lisve hitherto had occasion to notice assume 
the form of parallelogramB and have a much smaller ari:a than 
this Owing to the pecobar fertility of the soil the site lias 
long been subject to the plough and all the erections of the 
Roman era have been overthrown or obscured 

Numerous important inscriptions have been found here. 
Amongst them are two altars beann^ Greek inscriptions It 
IB curious to think that the Crreek langu^e must at one tune 
have been more or less spoken 
by the inhabitants of the 
place An engraimg of one 
of these altars is here mtro 
duced. This altar was at 
Netherbj but is now in the 
museum m Tulhe House 
Carhsle The Astarte of this 
dtar IS the Ashtoreth of the 
Scriptures the abomination 
of the Zidonians The other 
Greek altar found here was 
dedicated to the Tynan Her 
cnles by Diodora the arch 
pnestesa During the period 
of the Roman occupation of 
Biitain tl e superstitions and 
the impure worship of the 
East were largely followed in 
this land 

Here was found in 1736 the famous Roman sacrifiting dish 
of silver known as the Oorbndge lans now m possession of the 
Duke of Northumberland 
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The church of Corbridge, especiaUj the tower, is largely 
composed of Roman etones. The tower arch has every appear- 
ance of being built with the Toussoiis of a Roman arch from 
the neighbouring station. The church and also the pele 
tower in the church-yard, once the residence of the vicars, are 
well worth inspection. Built into the front of a house on the 
.east of the town is a fractured inscription to the Emperor 
Marcus Aurelias Antoninus. Which of the emperors of that , 
name is intended is uncertain ; from the excellence of the 
lettering the earliest of them probably. Some small sculptured 
atones are to be met with in some of the houses. Numerous 
important coins have here been found, amongst them an aureus 
of Domitian, now in the cabinet of the Duke of Northumberland. 
Several inscribed stones from Corchester are preserved in the 
museum of the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle. 

The appearance of Hexham from the railway is very pic- 
turesque. This is probably the site of a Roman station, but 
its Roman designation has not been satisfactorily ascertained. 
Stukeley says, ' This town was undoubtedly Roman ; we judged 
the castrum was where the castellated building now stands, east 
of the market place, which is the brow of the hill, and has a 
good prospect.' About the year 674 Bishop Wilfred built a 
church here. The only portion of Wilfred's building that 
remains is the crypt ; the church itself seems to have been laid 
in ruins by the Danes in 867, in which state it long continued. 
The present church is an exceedingly beautiful specimen of the 
Early English style. It was erected between the close of the 
twelfth and beginning of the thirteenth century. The nave is 
said to have been destroyed during an incursion of the Scots in 
1296, and has never been rebuilt. This church had the privi- 
lege of sanctuary. The Saxon frid-stool, or seat of safety, is 
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preserved in the church. In the aisle of the south transept are 
two Roman altars, which were discovered in pulling down some 
buildings close to the church in 1871. One of them is unin- 
scribed. The inscription on the other informs us that it was 
* Dedicated to Apollo Maponus by • • Terentius Firmus, the son 
of • • • , of the tribe of Oufentina, a native of Siena, and prefect 
of the camps of the Sixth Legion, the victorious, pious, and 
faithful/ The term Maponus is supposed to have reference to 
the name of some place in England where Apollo was speciallj 
worshipped. 

In the south transept of the church is preserved a fipely- 
carved tombstone, which w'as discovered in 1881 by Mr. Kobt. 
Robson, the parish clerk, beneath the floor of the porch adjoin- 
ing the south transept. The wood-cut on the preceding page 
shows it. It represents the deceased soldier, with the standard 
in his right hand, riding rough-shod over a prostrate enemy. 
The inscription translated is — *To the gods the Shades. 
Flavinus, a soldier of the cavalry regiment of Petriana, standard- 
bearer of the troop of Candidus, being twenty-five years of age 
and having served seven years in the army, is here laid.' 

The crypt has special attractions for the Roman antiquary. 
It was accidentally discovered in the early part of the last century. 
After being almost forgotten, attention was again called to it by 
the late Mr. Fairless, in the second volume of the Archaeological 
Journal, It is entirely built of Roman stones. A similar crypt 
exists at Ripon, where Wilfrid also built a church. The use of 
its various parts is quite a mystery. Mr. Fairless says; — * There 
have been three approaches to this solemn and drear retreat, one 
of them at present reaching nearly into the body of the church ; 
another, to the south, leading to the cloisters ; the third rising 
into the nave.' In a recent volume of the Archaeological Journal 



HE3HAM CHTPT. 



there is a deflcriptioD of the crypt by Mr. Micklethwaite, which 
may be read to advantage. Tlie wood-cut repreaenta one of its 
chambera. For a loDg time the only eDtrance to it was by a ladder 
from the church-yard ; now it is entered more conveniently by 




a passage from the transept, which has more recently been 
discovered. BesidoB some exceedingly graceful mouldinga and 
devices, which were afterwards copied by the Saxon and Norman 
builders, two Roman inscriptions have been buDt up into the 
crypt. The more important of these is the one shown in the 



The iDScriptioD, which is imperfect, reads — ' The 
Emperor Caesar Ln- 
c us Septiuiius [Sev- 
ems] Pertinax, and 
t) e Emperor Caesar 
[Uarcng] Aurelins 
\ tAninus[aDdPub- 
I us Septimius Ceta 
Caeaar] by the co- 
hort .... and the 
es UatioD .... 
erected under the 
BuperinteDdcnce of 
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The name of Geta after his murder by his elder brother was, as 
in this instance, struck out of all the inscriptions in the empire. 

As previously remarked, Severus, before commencing his 
Caledonian campaign, seems to have repaired Hadrian's Wall, 
and put in order all the stations on the Watling Street. He 
may have made Hexham his head quarters while attending to 
these operations. 

The other inscription fonns the head-way of one of the 
arches of the crypt. It is probably part of another altar to 
Apollo ilaponus. 

One of the stones at the top of the staircase at the north- 
west comer of the tower of the Priory Church is a Roman altar, 
on which are represented an ox's head, with a garland and some 
sacriticial instruments. The number of inscribed and scnlptured 
stones found in Hexham gives strong confirmation to the opinion 
that it was a i)OBt held by the Romans. Some have supposed 
that the Romjm stones used in the construction of the church 
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have been brought from Corchester. This surely cannot have 
been the case, as there is abundance of stone in the immediate 
vicinity of Hexham ; besides, as some of the stones, for instance 
that on page 81, are so long, there would be considerable diffi- 
culty in moving them from place to place. 

In the year 1832 the sexton, when digging a grave deeper 
than usual, on the west side of the north transept of the church, 
struck upon a vessel of Saxon workmanship, containing, it is 
calculated, about eight thousand Saxon coins. These proved to 
be stycas, a small bronze coin about a quarter of an inch in 
diameter, peculiar to Northumbria. The vessel, in a fragment- 
ary condition, and about three hundred of the coins, were 
transmitted to the British Museum. The coins belong to a 
period extending from a.d. 790 to a.d. 844.* 

The prior's house has been almost entirely rebuilt, and is 
now used as a private dwelling. The north gateway of the 
priory (Gilligate) remains, though in a ruinous condition. Local 
tradition has it that the last of the priors was hanged over his 
own porch ; the probability, however, is that his execution took 
place at Tyburn. 

The gateway tower, on the east side of the Market Place, 
is a picturesque building. The Courts of the Manor of 
Hexham are still held in it. The large square tower on the 
hill seems to have beeii the stronghold of the place. Its walls 
are nine feet thick ; it has two vaulted dungeons. Its project- 
ing battlements have a very fine effect. It is now used as the 
manor office. 

* A full account of this remarkable find, with numerous illustrations, 
from the pen of the late John Adamson, F.S.A., long the senior 
secretary of the Newcastle Society of Antiquaries, is to be found in the 
Archaeologia, vols. xxv. and xxvi., and in the Archaeologia Aeliana, 
vol. iii., quarto series. 
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Prudhob Ga8TLE. 

Pradhoe Castle stands on an eminence of the sonth bank of 
the Tyne, opposite to Ovingham. It is snironnded by a double 
ditch. The entrance gateway and the keep are Norman, being 
remains of the castle bnilt bj Odinel de Umfieville in the reign 
of Henry II. The other parts of the castle belong chiefly to 
the latter port of the reign of Henry I. or to the beginning of 
that of Edward II. The oriel in the chapel over the gateway 
is the earliest specimen known in England. The barbican is 
good. A cnrions bridge, perhaps one of the earliest in the 
north, carries the road over the ravine sonth-east of the castle. 

Ovingham. 

On the north bank of the river, inmiediately opposite to 
Pmdhoe, is the pretty village of Ovingham, which is reached by 
a bridge. The church is Early English. The tower is one of 
the few in England that has any claim to be repnted Saxon. 
The birfnster windows in the belfry are characteristic. Here, 
before the Beformation, was a cell for three black canons, 
subject to the priory of Hexham. The present parsonage house 
occupies the site of it. The door of the parsonage has, in lien 
of a knocker, the old door rasp, now nearly extinct in England. 
Bewick, the wood engraver, lies in the church-yard. He was 
bom at Cherrybum House, on the opposite side of the river, in 
1753. 

From the North Tyne to the Tipalt. 

We resume our mural investigations at the point where we 
discontinued them — the North Tyne in the vicinity of Choller- 
ford. A pleasant walk of a little more than half a mile along 
the turnpike road from ChoUerford brings us to Chesters, the 
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seat of Mr. N. Gr. Clayton, F.S.A., who succeeded the Nestor of 

northern antiquaries, the late Mr. John Clayton, F.S.A. Visitors 

are allowed to inspect the ruins of the station on Tuesdays and 

Saturdays. 

Chesters. 

Chesters is the Cilurnum of the NoUtia. It is known in 
the neighbourhood as 'the Chesters,' to distinguish it from 
other camps of less importance. As this station is more acces- 
sible than most of the others upon the line of the Wall, and 
is more frequently visited, it may be well to give a fuller descrip- 
tion of it than can in other instances be indulged in. A few 
general observations will prepare us for taking a personal survey 
of it. 

Excepting Amboglanna, the modem Birdoswald, Cilurnum 
is the lai^est station on the line of the Wall. It contains an 
area of five acres and a quarter. It has, as usual, the form of 
a parallelogram ; and as its surface is slightly raised above the 
general level of the ground, in consequence of the masonry 
which it contains and the quantity of dihris which covers it, 
its outlines may be easily discerned. The practice of the 
Bomans in rounding the angles of their stations is here well 
seen. The ramparts are five feet thick, and in several places 
the fosse, which gave them additional strength, may be noticed 
outside of them. 

Most of the stations on the Wall, as we have already seen, 
bave four gateways, one in the centre of each rampart. A 
street about eighteen feet wide proceeds from the north gate- 
way to the south of each, and another from the east to the 
west gateway ; these streets cross each other in the middle of 
the station at right angles. As it was necessary to expose as 
small a surface as possible to the attacks of an enemy, and hence 
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to compress the station within the most confined limits, the 
other streets of the camps are exceedingly narrow — scarcely a 
yard wide.^ 

The stations of Cilurnum and Amboglanna form an 
exception to the other stations, in this respect, that they had 
six gateways instead of four. This, doubtless, was owing to 
their being larger than the others. In each of these cases 
there is a second gateway in the eastern and western ramparts* 
The second gateway is, however, only about half the size of 
the others, having only one portal instead of two. The 
existence of this second gateway implies the formation of an 
additional street, running between the eastern and western 
rampart. All the gateways at Cilurnum, except the smaller 
gateway in the west rampart, yet remain. 

In many instances the great Wall comes up to the northern 
rampart of the stations, and is in the same straight line with 
it ; but in other cases, of which Cilurnum is an example, the 
Wall strikes the eastern and western ramparts at some distance 
from their northern extremity, thus leaving a part of the station, 
say one-third, to project northwards beyond the Wall. 

We have said that at Cilurnum and Amboglanna there 
are two gateways in the eastern and western ramparts of the 
camps. The most northerly of these gateways is of the size and 
form usually adopted in the stations. The gateway that we 
constantly meet with may be thus described. It has two 
portals, about eleven feet wide each. A wall, with a narrow 
passage through it, divides the one portal from the other. Each 
portal has been spanned by an arch, both on its outer and inner 
margins. Each portal has been closed by two-leaved gates^ 

* Horsley, speaking of Birdoswald, says, *I found the breadth of the 
passage between the rows of houses or barracks to be no more than thirty- 
two inches.' 




'I l^J - r 



1^ 








^^^^^pl 








i 

J 




CHBSTERS. 89 

which have rotated upon pivots shod with iron. The pivot- 
hole& in many instances still exist. When closed, the gates have 
struck against a rim of stonework which crosses the threshold, 
or against a stone set up in its centre. 

Having made these general remarks, we may now begin our 
personal exploration of the camp. The accompanying plan 
will enable us the more readily to understand its arrangements. 

The footpath leading from the mansion of Chesters to the 
camp, lies in the north fosse of the Wall. The Wall, repre- 
sented by a slightly elevated grass-grown mound, is on the right 
of it. If the earth were removed two or three courses of stones 
would probably be displayed. 

On reaching the station the hne of its western rampart will 
be observed. A little to the north of us a portion of the Wall 
has been laid bare. On looking still further to the north, we 
notice how the western rampart blends with the northern ram- 
part in a rounded comer. If now we turn to the south and 
look along the rampart until it reaches a fine cluster of sycamore 
trees, enclosed within iron railings, we shall detect the south- 
western comer of the station bending round like the rest in a 
circular fashion. . 

The principal westem gateway of the station is immediately 
in front of us ; we notice its double portal and its two guard 
chambers. The great Wall is seen coming up to the southern 
jamb of the gateway. II is here seven feet wide, and it is 
standing to the height of six courses of stones. The fact that 
the Wall comes up to the southern margin of the gate rather 
than the northern will excite surprise. We shall revert to this 
subject when we examine the corresponding gate in the eastern 
rampart. That this gateway has, at an early period, been 
diverted from its original use is evident from the fact that a 
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firaall tank has been formed in its northern guard chamber, into 
ivhich gutter-stones that are still in their place have, no doubt^ 
introduced water from the outside. 

Proceeding southwards along the rampart for the distance of 
about forty-eight yards, we come to the site of a second gateway 
in it. It was a gateway with a single portal, and precisely 
similar to that on the opposite side of the camp, which is left 
exposed. At the south-west angle of the station to which we next 
proceed, traces of internal walls will be observed, proving the exist- 
ence of a building, probably a tower, similar to some others which 
we shall presently see. Going along the south rampart we come 
to one of these (c in the plan) — a square building with a door- 
V7ay on its inner side. On this side are a number of gutter- 
stones for receiving the rainfall from the roof, which were found, 
when the excavation was made, precisely in the position in which 
they are now. As we proceed along the south rampart we shall 
notice a gentle depression on its southern margin, caused by 
the fosse which surrounded the station. i 

The southern gateway, at which we next arrive, has some 
peculiarities which we shall do well to notice. Its double porta 
and its two guard chambers will be observed. The wall separat- 
ing the two portals is in a more complete condition perhaps 
than in any other instance. The iron which has begirt the 
pivot of one of the gates of the western portal is to be seen in 
the pivot-hole. The iron was found in the other pivot-hole 
when the gate was first excavated, but, becoming loose, it was 
removed, and is now in the museum. 

The excavations which, from time to time, have been made 
in the stations and mile-castles of the Wall, have afforded 
abundant proof that in more than one instance the northern foe 
has succeeded in driving the garrison from their defences, and 
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in occupying their posts. As thej could not long expect to hold 
them, they have availed themselves of the opportunity of com- 
mitting all the damage they could ; they have burnt everything 
^hat was combustible, and have damaged the masonry to the 
utmost of their power. When the Roman troops, having 
•obtained reinforcements, succeeded in repulsing the foe and 
regaining possession of their strongholds, they have not been 
able thoroughly to retrieve the damage which had been done. 
As time was pressing, they have not removed the whole of the 
iallen rubbish, but, making all as smooth as possible, they have 
laid new floors, and raised the walls that were partially demol- 
ished, or built new ones upon the higher foundation. We have 
proofs of all this in the gate before us. When the eastern guard 
<jhamber was excavated three layers of ashes were found. And 
let the visitor now look at the eastern portal of the gate before 
us. Its floor is raised considerably above the level of that of 
the western portal by a mass of loose stones ; and that it must 
lave occupied this higher elevation when the Romans abandoned 
the fort, is evident from the existence still, at the upper level, 
of the pivot-holes of the gate, and of the central stone against 
which the doors struck when shut. 

Another fact must be mentioned. Towards the close of the 
period of Roman occupation, when supplies of men and money 
were withheld, the garrisons became weak and demoralised. They 
no longer depended upon their valour and their generalship, but 
availed themselves of mechanical contrivances to protect them- 
selves from the foe. Amongst other things, they diminished the 
«ize of many of their gateways, and walled-up others altogether. 
In the case before us, the western portal had been walled-up en- 
tirely, and only the eastern made use of. This walling has been 
removed, and the portal now presents the aspect it had when first 
built. 
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Let the visitor now enter the eastern guard chamber and he 
will, on the upper course of its eastern wall, notice a stone on 
which is carved in faint characters leg. vi. vi. Legio sexta 
tnctrix (The Sixth Legion^ sumamed the Victorious). Thie 
letters have been formed by a series of puncturings. 

In this guard chamber was found the larger portion of a 
bronze tablet of more than national importance— a diploma or 
Tabula honestae mi^sionis^ conferring the right of Roman citizen- 
ship and the right of marriage upon certain soldiers who were 
then employed in Britain. The late Mr. Clayton presented 
this tablet to the British Museum, where three other tablets 
of a similar nature (found in England) have been deposited. 
A full description of this interesting document will be found in 
the Appendix at the end of this volume. Some gutter-stones 
are to be seen on the outer margin of this gate, which have 
received the drippings from the roof of the gateway. 

It is impossible to examine the camp thoroughly without 
having to retrace our steps occasionally ; but we shall endeavour 
to avoid this as much as possible. 

Let us now, for a little, forsake the southern rampart and 
examine the buildings to the north of us. In the plan of the 
station some buildings, having the form of parallelograms, are 
laid down at (n) and (o). Those at (n) were conceived from 
their construction to have been granaries; but unfortunately 
these have been removed. The chamber to the east of these at 
(o), which presented no features of interest, was removed also. 

The inclosure in the centre of the station is that important 
series of buildings which, in a Roman city, was denominated the 
Forum. 

As that part of the station which is occupied by the * Forum* 
is more depressed than the neighbouring parts, it seemed as if 
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no buildings of importance would be found 'below the sod, and it 
was long before it received the attentions of the excavator. The 
late Mr. Clayton, however, wishing to know what connection the 
-crypt (l), which we shall presently examine, had, with the con- 
tiguous buildings, ordered excavations to be made in this part. 
The spade of the excavator had laid bare but a small part of 
the neighbouring walls when Mr. Clayton discovered in their 
arrangement a resemblance to that which he had seen in the 
Forum at Pompeii. He therefore ordered the whole enclosure 
to be laid bare, with the results which we see before us. 

The Forum was easy of access. The street from the north ' 
gate of the station comes right down to its north gate, and the 
two streets from the lateral gateways of the station passed along 
its northern and southern ends. Streets passed from the one to 
the other of these two ways on the eastern and western sides 
•of the forum at (h) and (g). The Forum has three gates, 
one in the centre of its northern, its western, and its eastern 
walls. We will now enter the inclosure by its western gate- 
way at (h). This gateway has had a roof over it, as is proved 
by the gutter-stones which still remain, and which carried 
off the rainfall. The steps remain as they were found by the 
excavator. 

The northern half of the Forum consists of a square inclosure 
(i), which is surrounded by a covered colonnade. The bases of 
the columns which have supported the roof on the inner side 
remain, and the gutter-stones which received the water which 
fell from it, occupy their original position. In the interior space, 
goods wliich were not liable to injury from exposure to the 
weather would be offered for sale. It has been flagged, but it 
has not been fully excavated. Goods that have been brought to 
the market in wheeled vehicles have been introduced by the 
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eastern gate (g), it still having in it the grooves fonned by the 
action of the wheels. 

At the southern end of the Foram are three halls (j, k, l), 
each having a wide portal — eighteen feet in extent. The 
wedge-shaped stones which lie about the place show that these 
entrances have been spanned by arches. The central chamber 
(j) is believed to have been the aerarium of the station, the 
place where the treasure chest of the regiment was kept, and 
where all pecuniary business connected with it was transacted ; 
the chambers on each side of it (k, l) are believed to be the 
curiaB in which the courts were held, and the justice of the 
district dispensed. Connected with each curia is a smaller 
chamber in which prisoners or persons connected with the court 
might remaiij in readiness. 

When towards the close of the Koman occupation of Britain 
the garrison declined in physical and moral strength certain 
changes in these buildings were effected. The vault which now 
occupies a part of the aerarium (j) and of the eastern curia (l) 
was probably built for the more effectual preservation of the 
treasure chest, and the entrance into the courts was walled up, 
leaving only a narrow doorway. 

The vault was discovered in the early part of the present 
century. A tradition existed in the country that the station had 
been occupied by a cavalry regiment, and that the stables, which 
were capable of accommodating 500 horses, were underground. 
The rustics when they came upon this vault naturally enough 
thought that the latter part of the legend was about to be 
verified and that they would soon enter the stables ; it was not 
to be so, however. An oaken door, bound and studded with 
iron, closed the entrance into this chamber, but it fell to pieces 
shortly after being exposed. On the floor were found a number 



of base denarii, chiefly of the reign of Sevems. The roof of 
the apartment is pecnliar. It conaiBtB of three separate arches, 
the intervals between them being filled np by the process called 
' stepping over.' The wood-cat represents the structure as seen 
from the inside. 




Between the important public buildings which we have 
now described and the market-place is an open walk (m) which 
would, during the hours of business, be occnpied by traders, 
and litigants attending the markets or the courts. 

If the visitor chooses he may now examine the north gate- 
way of the station, which is constructed on the same plan as 
the others, but is in a less perfect condition. A drain to carry 
off the waste water of this part of the station Unds vent here> 
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A road has proceeded from this gateway in the direction of the 
Watling Street, to which attention will presently be called. 

We now come to the south-eastern portion of the station. 
On the plan at (d), a series of longitudinal chambers . are 
marked, and five cylindrical columns, which are about four 
feet high. The walls 6f these chambers were of very loose 
masonry, their foundations were at different depths, and they 
Tvere manifestly of late construction, this being so. they were 
removed. The pillars stand as they were found ;, the tops of 
them have evidently been broken off. On the south side of them 
was found a road with a hard bottom, formed of river-side 
gravel. This road probably ran all round the station. 

Near the north-east angle of the station (e) there is a street 
running east and west, with a central channel, the sides of .which 
are formed of portions of shafts of columns, etc. A portion of this 
street is recessed, and appears to have been colonnaded, as the 
bases of the columns are still in situ. On each side is a series of 
rooms opening into the street. In one of them are the remains 
of a fire-place. Some of the party walls are of loose construc- 
tion, as though the rooms had been subdivided at a later date. 
The most northerly of the buildings have been removed. The 
street is marked a on the plan, and is shown in the illustration. 

Attached to the southern rampart of the station are two 
chambers (b, a), similar to the one we have already seen at 
(c) ; they stand about twelve courses of stones high and have an 
area of about thirteen feet by ten. They are entered by a door 
on their inner side. Almost at the bottom of the chamber 
marked (b), were found the skeletons of two infants. 

It will l^e well to notice the masonry on the outside of the 
south-east angle of the station. It is exceedingly good, and 
there are eiirlit coui*ses of it. 
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Proceeding northwards along the eastern rampart, we come 
to the smaller of the two gateways on this side. It has only a 
single portal, which is twelve feet wide. By means of this 
small eastern gateway most of the traffic to the bridge and 
onwards must have been carried. It may be mentioned, how- 
ever, that the remains of a Koman bridge, of similar structure 
to the one we have already examined, have been found 
about midway between the bridge already described and the 
modem bridge at Chollerford. The north gateway of the 
station would be the one by which the traffic proceeding over 
this bridge would have egress from the station. Traces of a 
road leading in that direction have been found. This gateway 
and the bridge we have now referred to would, when the country 
was in a state of quietude, relieve the traffic proceeding from 
the small eastern gateway, especially that portion of it which 
was intended for the Watling Street. 

Proceeding onwards about forty-five yards, we come to the 
great gateway of the eastern rampart. It is in an excellent state 
of preservation. The guard chambers are unusually complete, 
their walls being, in one place, twelve courses of stones high. 
The gates, when closed, have struck against a rim of stonework 
which crosses the threshold. Each portal, both at back and 
front, has as usual been crowned by an arch. The springer of 
the arch on the southern pier at the back of this gateway 
remains, and the large slabs of stone which formed the founda- 
tions of the arches in front of the gateway are in their proper 
position. A drain is seen in the flooring of the gateway. 

The great Wall (as was the case at the western gateway) 

comes up to the soutjuern jamb of this gateway, instead of the 

northern, as we might have expected ; giving apparently a great 

advantage to a northern foe. This circumstance may perhaps 

8 
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be accounted for in the following manner : — The station, as we 
have already said, was probably one of Agricola's, and had been 
constructed to guard the passage of the river, and to command 
the valley of the North Tyne. When Hadrian resolved upon 
the construction of the Wall, his engineer saw the necessity of 
including this station in its range. For some reason, however, 
which we cannot discover, he thought fit to bring up the Wall 
to the southern instead of the northern margin of these great 
gateways, thus rendering them useless to the garrison in time 
of war. They were accordingly walled up in front and rear^ 
the interior space being filled with rubble. This mass of build- 
ing would form an excellent platform on which to plant catapults 
and balistae, which probably was done.* 

Entering once more within the walls of the station, we have 
a series of buildings (p, q, r) which will well repay examination. 
They have probably been the praetorium or general's quarters, 
and were excavated by Mr. John Clayton in 1843. The annexed 
wodd-cut is a good representation of part of them. An account 
of the excavation from the pen of the late Mr. Clayton will be 
found in the Archaeologia Aeliana^ O.S. vol. iii. p. 142. Al- 
though the frosts and rains of upwards of fifty winters have had 
some effect upon them, the ruins are still stately. We may 
enter the inclosure by the wicket (s). The narrowness of the 
streets, on which we have already commented, will be noticed. 
It will be observed that the floors of the chambers are supported 
upon pillars of brick or stone. The object of this was to allow 
heated air to circulate under the floors, and thus communicate 

* By way of showing the extent to which engines of war were used by 
the Romans it may be stated that when Vespasian attacked the city of 
Jotapata, in Palestine, he brought a hundred and sixty engines to play 
upon it, and that whilst some of them projected large stones, others threw 
lances, fire, or a multitude of darts. — Josephus, Wars of the Jews, iii. vii. 9^ 
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warmth to the apartmente. The hot air was likewise carried n]> 
the walls by means of flue tiles. As the floors were thiok, an 
equable heat would be commnDicated at a Bisall expenditure of 
fuel. The site of tlie furnace (cj) is Dear the south-east portion 
of the buildings. The tiles compoeing it, as well as the stone 




pillars in its vicinity, having been strongly acted on by fire, have 
for the most part crumbled into a shapeless mass. lu one of the 
chambers on the northern side of the group are two receptacles 
that look like baths, or tanks for holding water. When first 
exposed they were fonnd to be lined with red cement, which baa 
peeled off throngh the action of the weather. It will be noticed 
that some of the pilae supporting the floors are portions of 
columns that have ornamented some previous building. The 
excellency of the masonry of some parts of these structures will 
strike the observer. The wood-cut on the following page repre- 
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aents a bnttress (r) at the north-east tragle of the group Theae 
rnmed walls are the favourite habitat of some wild plants of 
great beauty and some ranty especially the corydalis lulea the 
ermus AlpinjM which is only fouud here and the geranxim 
lucidum It 18 mteresting to see life fragrance and grace 
spnnguig frona the grave of empire 




In the coarse of his per^nnations the traveller will have 
noticed in the vicinity of the more recent explorations some 
of the minor objects that have been thrown up by the spade 
of the excavator Fragments of vessels of Samian ware are 
frequent so are portions of amphorae mortars, and glass 
vessels The shells of ousters, mussels cocklee and hmpets 
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will be noticed ; the Eomans were fond of this species of food 
and though Cilurnum is thirty miles from the sea, the garrison 
found means to procure it. The bones of animals — the red-deer, 
the roe-buck, the ox, the wild-boar, and the sheep — are frequent. 
The conclusion seems inevitable that the occupants of the camp, 
when at their meals, threw the bones of their food, after they 
had picked them, amongst the rushes that covered their floors, 
and allowed them to remain there. The bones do not occur 
at the lowest level of the excavations. It would thus appear 
that this disreputable practice was not in use when the regiment 
was in its prime. 

We now make our way to the river's edge. The course of 
the road leading from the station to the bridge will be dis- 
cerned. It would seem as if buildings had been reared on 
both sides of it, the foundations of which are now covered by 
the turf. A portion of the great Wall has been laid bare 
between the east gateway and the river. In the margin of the 
river, when the stream is clear, the foundations of the western 
abutment of the bridge are seen. 

A little below this abutment, and near the edge of the river, 
a large and imposing range of buildings will quickly arrest the 
gaze of the visitor. In attempting to make a drain from the 
camp to the river some walls were unexpectedly hit upon. 
The spade of the excavator, laboriously applied, has since 
revealed the mass of building, which we will now, by the aid 
of the accompanying plan, attempt to describe. 

We will begin our examination at the north-east angle of 
the group. Here we meet with a courtyard (a in the plan) 
about forty-five feet long and thirty feet wide. It is paved 
with rough flags, and is inclosed on all sides with walls, though 
only a small portion of its eastern wall remains. The wall 
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at its western extremity is rendered remarkable by being re- 
cessed on its inner side by seven round-arched niches. Each 
niche is three feet high, two feet wide, one foot six inches deep, 
and is raised eight inches above the level of the floor. No 
reasonable conjecture has been formed as to the use of these 
niches. Some have supposed that they were intended to hold 
statues or images ; but they are too near the ground for such 
a purpose. 

Passing out of this courtyard by a doorway (b) in its south 
wall, we come into a passage (o), the flags of which, and the steps 
that lead into the neighbouring chamber, are much worn by 
the tread of feet. This passage has a low wall on each side of 
its main walls, intended, perhaps, for seats. At its western 
. extremity is a square chamber (c), whose walls stand sixteen 
courses of stones, or seven feet six inches high. It is provided 
with a hypocaust, and in its south wall is an air-course, formed 
of flue tiles, for taking the hot air upwards. The jambs of the 
door leading out of this chamber are masses of well-chiselled 
stone, six feet high ; the pivot-holes of the door, and the holes 
for fastening it, will be noticed. Passing into the next room 
(d), we notice the excellence of the masonry of its walls, and 
observe that it has been provided with a hypocaust. This room 
leads into another (e), which, judging from the rudeness of its 
masonry, is of later date than the others that we have passed 
through. In the floor of it are what appear to be the remains 
of the furnace which has supplied the hypocausts and flues with 
hot air. 

Returning to the passage which we have just left (o), we 
find a doorway in its south wall leading into a chamber (r), 
which at present is thirty-four feet long by thirteen and a half 
broad ; but it seems at one time to have been divided into two. 




KXCA\2lCnONS near Ow RiVER at 
ClLURNUM. 
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Its floor is of concrete, and in one place wh,ere it is partially 
removed, a flue is seen, the upper part of which is coated with 
soot. In excavating this chamber numerous small blocks of 
concrete, of the form shown in the wood-cut here given, were 

found. It is diflScult to divine the use of them. 

Have they been intended to support a second floor ? 

In the lowest course of masonry in the east wall of 
I this chamber are two small stones slightly carved ; 
SIDE VIEW, one of them bears a phallic representation, on the 
other is a bird, having over it the word neilo. At the southern 
extremity of this chamber is a square bay (a) filled with a mass 
of masonry, about three feet high, and intersected by a longi- 
tudinal and a transverse flue carefully constructed. This must 
have been a later building. 

There is another chamber which is entered by a passage 
through the south wall of the large hall (f). It is marked (h) 
in the plan. This chamber terminates in a circular bay, in 
which is a splayed opening or window, resembling in form the 
windows of a medieval castle. The width of the window is 
four feet ; the upper part of it is wanting. With the exception 
of one in the camp at South Shields, no other example of a 
window has been found in anv Roman structure in the North 
of England. The writer found on the ground outside this 
window some fragments of Roman window glass. The Romans 
in making their window glass seem to have poured the melted 
vitreous matter upon a stone slab. The under side of the 
plate is thus duU, bearing marks of the granulation of the 
stone, the upper is smooth and bright. The edge of the 
plate is rounded and smooth. A longitudinal and transverse 
flue, and one following the form of the circular bay, have 
supplied this chamber with hot air ; its floor being supported 
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in the same maimer as the chamber (g) by solid blocks of 
masomT'. The external masonry of this chamber is square; 
it presents twenty-three courses of stones, and is nine and a 
half feet high. 

On the east side of the long room (f) is another apartment, 
twenty-nine feet long by fourteen broad. It has had a con- 
crete floor, underneath which there are appearances of a channel, 
which may be a flue. At the north end of this chamber (j) is 
a small room (k), the floor of which is at a lower level than 
that of the one with which it communicates. When first 
opened, this smaller room was filled with sand up to the level 
of the floor of the other, which also had a covering of sand 
over it. There are three apertures in the wall separating these 
two chambers. The east wall of the long chamber (j) is 
strengthened on its outside by four buttresses. Its south wall 
has no buttresses ; but it is four feet six inches thick, and is 
built in stages. There is an aperture in this wall, probably for 
carrying a flue through. 

On clearing away the soil from the eastern and southern 
faces of. these chambers, thirty- three human skeletons were 
found, all of them in a remarkably perfect condition. The 
skeletons of two horses and that of a dog were also met with. 

On inspecting the western face of this cluster of buildings, 
a vacant space will be noticed between the chamber with the 
circular bay (h) and the chamber (c). At the north-east angle 
of this opening wiU be noticed a rough piece of masonry (l), 
hollow within. This has probably been a channel to carry the 
hot air coming from the furnace at (e), and passing through 
the chambers (d and c) to the hall at (f), and elsewhere. 

Scattered about the vacant space, to which we have now 
referred, were found a number of carefully dressed stones, 
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slightly wedge-shaped, and furnished with a groove. The wood- 
cuts represent them. They are supposed 
to have formed an arch which may have 
stood in this vicinity, but with what object 
does not appear. 

Several large channel stones, very skil- 
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fully wrought, have been found in various "ndv"^. 
parts of the ruins. They are very superior to the ordinary 
gntter-stones so often seen in Eoman stations. One of them 
was found in the aperture at the south end of the chamber (j). 
What their original position may have been we have no means 
of knowing. 

Close to this aperture, and partly resting upon the gutter- 
stone, was found an altar inscribed : — ' To the goddess Fortune 
the preserver, Venenus a German (dedicates it) willingly to a 
deserved object.' On the face of it, between the first two lines 
and the remainder of the inscription, is a carved figure of the 
deity. There was nothing to induce the supposition that 
the altar was found in its original position, or that this chamber 
was devoted to sacred purposes. 

On the western side of this range of buildings is a wall (m) 
of good masonry, leading to the supposition that this block 
may have had some connection with others nearer the station. 
The other wall at (n) is, to all appearances, medieval. 

During the progress of the excavations fewer coins, weapons, 
vases, ornaments, and articles of domestic use have been found 
than usual. The dearth of these things leads to the idea that 
these halls have not been used as ordinary barracks, but have 
been put to some special service. What that use has been, 
conjecture has as yet failed to find out. Can they have been 
intended to defend the passage of the river ? 
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A alight inBpection of the buildings will show that tliev 
have not all been built at the same time. Chnngea have been 
effected in them at different [eriods ; the masonry of Borne of 
them is good, of others inferior, Marks of fire appear in several 
places. No doubt that element has been employed, along with 
other means, in effecting their final destraction. It is, however, 
somewhat strange to find such considerable buildings as these, 
which have withstood, in this busy England, the lapse of 
perhaps thirteen or fourteen centuries. 

It was hoped that some inscription would have been found 
in the course of the excavations which would have told us the 
purpose of the building and the name of its constructor. In 
this we are disappointed. Besides the altar to Fortune, whicli 
we have already noticed, portions of four inscriptions have been 
found, but they are very fragmentary. Two of them manifestlj 
belong to the time of Elagabalus and Severus Alexander. The 
first of them is here shown. 
The inscription may be read 
conjectu rally: — 'To the Mo- 
thers, common to all horsemen 
for the safety of the decnria 
or troop of Anrelius Sevems 
Alesandiir.' The value of the inscription consists in the laat 
hne, which, though the lower half of the letters is wantii^, 
seems to give US with certainty the name of Aurelins Sevems 
Alexander. He was Caesar when Elagabahis was Augustus, and 
he was the immediate successor of that emperor. 

The next stone is shown on p. 107. It no doubt refers to a 
building which was erected by dii'ection of Claudius Apellinins, 
under the BUjierintendence of Septimius Nilus. In an inscription 
found at this station (which will be given in a subsetjaent p^). 




beiongii^ to the time of Elagubalus and SeveniH Alexander, we 

meet with the name of Sep 

limius Nilus tnd in an 

msciiptjon found at Bre 

MEViuM, which also belongs 

to this period we meet with 

the name of Claudini Apel 

hninB (Lap &ep No 572 

C I L vii "No 015} 

Another stone of the Bame 

ag« was also found in the 

Btation here erected b> the 

setond ula ot isturians for 

the safety of the emperors so tiiat it seems certain that exten 

8ive building opeiations went on at Cilubnlm about the jears 

AD 220 221 

The remaining two stones which were found in the new 
exca\ations are here figured Tlier are paits of a slab to 





Jupiter Dohchenus, erected for the safety of the Emperors, by 
GftleriuB Terns or Verectmdus. 
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' In addition to the suburban buildings which we have now 
described, the remains of similar structures have been found in 
unusual numbers to the south and west of the camp. 

The space between the Forum and praetorium has been 
cleared lately, but nothing of interest found except a fragment 
of glass probably of the time of Severus, on which the device 
of a horseman is engraved. 

The burying ground of the station was to the south of it, at 
a point where the river bends rapidly to the east, and where the 
sunk fence defining the park of Ohesters joins the river's bank. 
This fact has been inferred from the number of monumental 
slabs that have been found on the site. It is a place of peaceful 
repose and great natural beauty. 

OiLURNUM was garrisoned, as numerous inscriptions prove, 
by the second ala of Asturians — a people from the modem 
Asturia, in Spain. The Rev. John Hodgson says : — * The 
Astures in exchanging the sunny valleys of Spain for the banks 
of tawny Tyne, might find the climate in their new situation 
worse ; but a lovelier spot than Cilurnum all the Asturias could 
not give them.' 

Several very important inscriptions, sculptures, and other 
relics of the Roman era found in this and neighbouring stations 
are preserved in the museum at Chesters. To a few of these 
the attention of the student is now directed. 

Two large altars dedicated to Mars Thingsus, and two 
female deities, hailing from Alesia, were found a few years ago 
at Chapel Hill, to the south of the station of Borcovicus. 
Along with them was found a large semi-circular slab (here 
preserved), on which we have probably a representation of 
the god with a goose (?) at his feet, and the two nymphs. 
Here, too, is an altar to Cocidius, a native British god, found 



not far from the station of Vindolaka, and another to the same 
god (in asaociation with the Boman deity Silvanns), which was 
found at BoECOvicus. The two cylindrical atones are mile- 
stones from the vicinity of the Oaw Gap, one of them bears 




what may be the name of Hadrian, bub it is i 

to he very doubtful the other of Severus Alexander One 

very fine altar figured m the above wood cut will attract 
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the visitor's attention. It bears an inscription : — * To Jupiter, 
the best and greatest, and the other immortal gods, and the 
genius of the camp, Quintus Petronius Urbicus, the son of 
Quintus, of the Fabian tribe, the prefect of the fourth cohort 
of the Gauls, . . . from Italy, a native of Brixia (the 
modem Brescia), [erected this altar] in discharge of a vow for 
himself* and his family.' This altar was found at Yij^dolani 
(Chesterholm), where the Notitia places the prefect of the fourth 
cohort of the Gauls. The altar thus confirms the statement 
of the NoUtia. One line of the inscription has been erased. 
This had probably contained an epithet of the legion (per- 
haps Antoniniana) derived from the name of some emperor 
(PElagabalus) who had assumed the name Antoninus, but 
who having fallen into disgrace the epithet was taken away. 
The sides of the altar are ornamented with figures of the 
stork. This bird is remarkable for its attachment to its young. 
Urbicus seems to have been fond of his family, as he associates 
them with himself in the benefits which he expects to result 
from his devotion to the gods. Hence probably the introduction 
of the stork. There is also a number of sculptured stones 
and inscriptions brought from the station of Procolitia, 
Carrawburgh. Two of the largest are gravestones, one of 
them being to a standard-bearer, who is represented at full 
length with his standard in his hand. 

Two other inscriptions may be noticed. One of these is the 
small inscribed stone on the opposite page. The inscription, 
when complete, has probably read : — * The second legion, styled 
the august, dedicates this building to the Emperor Titus Aehus 
Hadrianus Antoninus Augustus, pious, the father of his country,, 

and consul ' Antoninus Pius was consul for the 

first time A.u. 138. This is the earliest inscription found at. 



OiLUENUM It was procnred m pxcavating the larfe gateway 
in the eastern rampart 

The other object respect 
ii^ which the visitor may 
require some infonnEttion is ' 
a large fir cone omament of \ 
red Bandstone It is from 
the Boman station at Pap- 
castle Ibis emblem, the 
cone of the Italian pine was 
placed bj the Etmscans and i 
EomanB among their tombs 
and carved npon their grave 
stones to si<>iufy the resns 
dtatiDg powers of natm^ There is a smaller hgure of the same 
kind it was brought from ViNDor ava (Chesterholm) 





There are many othei objects of antiquaiian intereat An 
important slab shown in the engravmg and found m this 
station, bears an inscription a considerablt part of which is 
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effaced ; it may be thus translated : — * To the Emperor Caesar 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Augustus . . . high priest, 
possessed of the tribunician power for the fourth time, consul 
for the third time, father of his country, of the deified 
[Antoninus Magnus son], of the deified Severus grandson, 
and Marcus [Aurelius Alexander . . . .] Caesar, heir to 
the empire. The [soldiers] of the second cavalry regiment 
of Asturians restored [this temple], [which had fallen down] 
through age, by command of Marius Valerianus [Imperial 
legate and propraetor] under the superintendence of Sep- 
timius Nilus, the prefect. It was dedicated on the third 
of the Kalends of November [October 30th], Gratus and 
Seleucus being consuls.' Gratus and Seleucus were consuls 
A.D. 221. Elagabalus, who took to himself the name of 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, was then upon the throne, and 
Severus Alexander was his adopted son and heir. On the 
former being murdered a few months afterwards, his name 
was as usual struck out of all the documents of the empire. 
Hence the erasures in the tablet. Severus Alexander was 
himseK murdered a few years afterwards. This inscription 
confirms the statement of the Notilia, that the second ala 
of Asturians was in garrison here. As the Not%Ua was not 
compiled until the beginning of the fifth century, we have 
thus direct proof that the same regiment was quartered here 
for at least two hundred years. It was probably brought here 
long before the time of Elagabalus ; most likely in the time 
of Hadrian. 

Two figures will strike the visitor's eye. The more important 
of these is the headless figure of Cybele, the mother of the 
gods, standing upon what was probably intended for a bull. 
It was found in the south-west comer of the station, and when 
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fint exbumed was need in bnilding a stone fence wbich pro- 
tected some youi^ trees at tlie eouth-weet comer of the station. 
The acnlptnre, as will been seen from the engraving, la of the 
best period of Roman art. 
The dress of the goddess is 
preciselj that which was in 
vogne in the salons of Paris 
and London some jears ago. 
The other figure {see wood- 
cat on following p^) is that 
of Victory. It, too, has been 
much mutilated, probably by 
the Caledonians immediately 
after the departure of the 
Bomans. It was fonnd in- 
side the eastern gateway of 
the station of BoECOVicus by 
the hite Mr. Clayton's exca- 
vators in 1852. She holds a 
pahn branch in her left hand, 
in her right would be a coronal 
wreath wherewith to deck the 
victor's brow. A stone lintel 
is to be seen. This was fonnd 
in CiLUKNCH ; on it are 
carved (see wood-cut on neit 
page) in bold reUef two sea 
monsters. A sea goat and a 
the second legion ; this carvii^ is probably a variety of the 
accnstomed symbol. A boar was the badge of the twentieth 
legion. One or two examples of this will be seen in the stones 




Pegasus fonned the usual badge of 
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here exhibited. The group of stoaes shown in the wood-cut 
on the opposite page is of some interest. The composite ca|utal, 
f onnd in the station of Cilur- 
NUM, enables us to form an 
I idea of the ornate character 
I of acme of the buildings that 
I were <ontained within ite 
wails The other stones- of 
■^ the group are specimeuB of a 
numerous class found npon 
the Wall, called 'centnrial 
stones, of which there are 
many m this repository. They 
are supposed to have been 
built into the Wall with the 
view of indicating that the _ 
portion m which they occur 
waa built by the troops under 
the command of a particular 
centurion The mscription is 
usually preceded bv a reversed 
(., or an angular stroke thus >, 
which is supposed to be equivalent to the word centuna Thus 
one of the stones before us read^ (in Enghsh) the ' Century of 





Valerius Maximua,' and the other the 'Centuryof EufnsSabinus' 
— these troops having built, as is supposed, the portions of the 
Wall in which they were found. 
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There is the figure of a Boldier found in the station of 
BoBCOTicuB. It 13 badly damaged but enough remains to 
show the ability of the soldier artist from whose chisel it pro- 




ceeded. The spear is in the warriors right hand his shield 
is in his left his helmet is more ornamented than usual 
Tvo fragments of an inscription wlu<.h was probath attached 
to eveiy mile-castle, occur. The inscription, when entire, has 

stood thus : — imp cabs TBAIAS HADBIANI AVG LEfi II AVO A 

PLATORIO NEPOTB LEG PR PR '[In honour of the Emperor 
Caesar Trajanns Hadrianus Augnatus. The second legion 
[styled] the august [erected this by command of] Aulus Plator- 
m Nepos, legate and propraetor.' (See wood-cut on next page.) 
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One of the fngmentB referred to was got from the mile- 
castle to the west of Houeesteads, the other from that of 




Cawfields Eeference will ifttrwardE be made to those Btonts 
when we discnss the niestioi Who bnilt the Wall? 

Three small altars have on 
them the pecnliar inscription, 
DiBVB VETKRiBva — to the an- 
cient gods. One is shown in the 
wood-cut. 

Before leaving the iuBcribed 
and sculptured stones in the 
musenm, we may notice the 
juvenile efforts of some aapiring 
artist. On one stone (see illuEtration, opposite page) is carved 
a soldier, bearii^ in his left hand a small circolar shieM, and 
in his right a spear ; with other figures. The next (see wood- 
cut opposite) represents a sporting scene. A man is thmstisg 
at a stag whose head is tamed towards him ; in the background 
is a wild boar. Human nature is the same in every age. Boys 
will be boys, whether their native toi^e be that of Homer, or 
Virgil, or Milton. 




Here may be seen a 
gracefnl figure of the Qen- 
ius of the North Tyne, 
which was foand between 
the two gates in the eael. 
rampart of the station here. 
The wood-cut on the fol- 
lowing page represents it. 

Many vaaes of Samian 
ware and earthen vessels 
of native manufacture, 
U^ether with intaglios, 
gems, and rings of the 
precious metals derived 
from various parts of tht 
Wall, are preserved in their 
various cases. 

Here, too, are presen'ed 
the altars and sculptured 
stones and coins, which were taken out of the well of Procolitia 
in 1875, of which notice will be taken afterwards. Coventina, 
a name not other- 
wise known in 
Roman mythol- 1 
ogy, seems 
have been the 
deity who pre- 
sided over this 
renowned foun- 
tain. The wood- 
cut on the nest page represents 





> slab dedicated to her honour. 




She floats upon the Itaf of a wau.-r liiy, 
holding a water-plaiit in her ri^kt hand 
and a flowii^ gobfei in her left. Tlie 
inscription English- 
ed is; — ' To the god- 
dess Ooventina Titna 
Domitins Cosconi- 
anus, prefect of the ^ 
firet cohort of Bata- 
vians [dedicates this] wiHingly to a most deservii^ object.' 
Besides this, a carving 
(p. 127), representing 
three water nymphs 
(the attendants of the 
deity), ten altars in- 
scribed to her hononr, 
and two elaborately 
constracted vasea, are 
here preserved. Mc. 
N. G.Clayton, theprc- 
sent owner, has bnilt a 
mnsenm near the en- 
trance loi^ at Ghes- 
tcre, to which all 
the Roman altars and 
other antiquities for- 
merly scattered aboot 
the honse and gronnds 
have been removed. 
To this free access will 
be given on certain 
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days of the week. It may be here again remarked that the 
Temaine of the station of Ctlummn are to be seen by visitors on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays only. 

Leaving the mansion at Chesters, and proceeding towards 
the plantation which lies to the west of the house, we meet with 
a piece of the Wall, frequently covered with honeysuckle and 
other plants, and presenting four courses of facing-stones in 
position. The fosse behind it was until lately used as a dnck- 
pond. It is now filled in and planted with shrabs. Beyond 
this, the foundation of the WaU forms the slightly elevated 
crown of a path leading through the plantation. 




Emerging from the grounds of Chesters, we are once more 
upon the turnpike road, and climb the hill which leads to 
Walwick. The lines of the Vallum are seen in the field on the 
left. A fine ash-tree is growing on the north agger. The 
foundations of the Wall are often seen in the road. The wood- ■ 
cut here I introduced was prepared under unusually favourable 
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circnmstances ; no new * metal ' had for long been placed on the 
road, and recent thunder-showera had removed all duet. These 
traces of the Wall are now (1895) chiefly to be seen on the 
upper part of the hill. The largo house on the top of the hill 
was formerlj an inn. Id front of the cottage, a few steps 
farther on, a mile-castle formerly stood; no traces of it now 
remain, Walwick Hall is nest passed. The view from Walwick 
IB exceedingly fine, commanding, as it does, the vales of North 
and South Tyue, and the united Tyne with Warden Hill (on 




which bre fillimi till behind 

Wall (both of nl h 1 a e heen f rtihed by the A eut Britons) 
and Hexhan th ta pr o y chu ch bea t fnl even n the dis 
tance. After passmg Walwick, the turnpike road leaves the Wall, 
and rnns by the side of the Vallum, and eventually to the north 
the fosse of the Wall is on our right and is in excellent condition. 
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Ascending the next hill, called Tower Taye, we come to a 
small tower, built a century and a half ago out of the stones 
of the Wall. At this point and for some distance the road is 
between the north agger and the fosse of the Vallum, the works 
of which are here very fine. As we approach the top of this 
hill the aggers of the Vallum come out boldly. Reaching the 
sunamit of the hill, all the lines of the Barrier come grandly 
into view. Beginning the descent of the hill on our western 
course, we find, on our right, the remains of a mile-castle very 
distinctly marked. It is chiefly marked by the vacuities occa- 
sioned by the removal of its walls. On the hill to the left of 
us are some ancient quarries which have doubtless been used 
by the Romans. To the south of the quarries is an earthen 
entrenchment, the gateways of which are furnished with tra- 
verses. It was no doubt occupied by the Romans when the 
Wall was in course of construction. The road now again runs 
upon the north agger of the Vallum, which has been spread out 
to form it. A very fine piece of Wall, six feet high, over- 
shadowed by trees, is seen on our right, on the Black Carts farm, 
running parallel with the road for a considerable distance. 

In the course of clearing the southern face of the Wall at 
this point a turret was laid bare in 1873 by the late Mr. Clayton, 
the proprietor of the farm. Its area is eleven feet ten inches by 
eleven feet four inches, inside measurement. As it was the only 
one then explored its discovery was a matter of real interest. 
Like the turret at Brunton, it is let into the Wall ; but the 
Wall for a short distance on each side of it is made thicker than 
usual. The front wall of the turret is nearly gone, only its base 
course remaining, but the Wall at its back is fourteen courses 
high. In the south front is a doorway three feet wide. The wood- 
cut on the preceding page'represents this interesting building. 
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Proceeding onwards, we come to a break in the Wall throngh 
which a road runs to the north : this is called the Hen Gap. 
The Wall beyond this wiU well repay examination. The facing- 
stones are rather larger than usual. 

The fosse of the Vallum is here exceedingly good, though 
somewhat filled up with hazel and other trees. Before reaching 
the summit of the Limestone Bank, the traveller may with 
advantage enter the plantation on the left hand side of the 
road. He will here see the ditch of the Vallum in a condition 
approaching perfection ; and if the season of the year be favour- 
able, he will be delighted with the profusion of wild flowers 
which diversify the rugged surface of the plantation. Hazels 
and other trees are growing in the fosse which is deep at this 
point. It may be noted here that the aggers of the Vallum are 
of materials excavated from the fosse thrown up higgledy- 
piggledy. There is a good example of this on Limestone Bank. 

On the summit of this hill, Limestone Bank, several things 
demand our attention. The view to the north is fine, embracing 
the valley of the North Tyne, with Chipchase Castle* on its 
north bank, and the Simonside and Cheviot Hills in the distance. 
A castellum, with which the stone dykes of the fields un- 
fortunately interfere, is on the smnmit. Here we, for the first 
time, meet with a piece of the military way which accompanied 
the Wall throughout its entire length. It is seen coming up to 
the south gateway of the casteUum ; and then, bending away 

* Chipchase Castle presents several features of architectural interest. 
At its western extremity is a square pele, or tower, dating from the four- 
teenth century. Machicolations surround its summit. Blank sash windows, 
all properly glazed, have been inserted in the west face of the pele to 
harmonise with the front of the building to the south of it. This is a 
handsome Jacobean building, erected by Cuthbert Heron in 1621. In the 
Library of the Castle is a black oak mantel piece, on which is carved with 
great skill a scene representing * The March of Time.* The whole range 
of buildings has been put into good order. 
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from it, proceeds on its course westwards. The road has un- 
fortunately been largely robbed by General Wade, or some of 
his subordinates, in order to supply material for forming the 
military road. 

The fosse both of Wall and Vallum may next be examined ; 
a grander sight Britain can hardly afford us. In each case it 
has been cut through the basalt which forms the summit of 
the hill, and the excavated masses lie upon the brink. How 
the Romans managed to dislodge such large blocks of this 
tough material without the aid of gunpowder is a marvel. 
Dr. Lingard, in his MS. Tourification of the Wall, says : — ' It 
is a most astonishing sight.' The fosse of the Wall is specially 
curious. On its northern margin lies a stone, now split into 
three pieces by the frosts of winter, which when laid upon its 
present bed must have been one block, weighing not less than 
thirteen tons. In the fosse itself will be seen a mass of stone 
which has not been dislodged from its bed ; on its upper surface 
may be noticed a number of holes intended for the insertion of 
wedges. For some reason the wedges were not inserted or not 
driven home, and the mass of rock remains unmoved to this day. 
It wiU be observed that the wedge holes are all inserted in the 
thin veins of quartz which intersect the basalt, and which, when 
the wedges were driven in, would aid the cleavage. Perhaps 
wooden wedges were used, in which case they would be expanded 
by having water poured upon them. 

South of the plantation and about 100 yards from the road, 
on the summit of the hill, and nearly opposite the castellum, 
is another temporary camp. Its entrenchments, gateways, and 
traverses are all visible. From it there is a fine view of the 
valley of the South Tyne, with Cross Fell in the far distance. 

Proceeding onwards, taking note of the fine condition of the 
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work and the view both right and left, we reach the farm-hoose 
of Carrawburgh. The farm-house on our right hand is called 
Teppermoor. Just after passing a small quarry on our left, we 
have on our left the obscure remains of another mile-castle, and 
shortly afterwards are within the station of Procolitia. Im- 
mediately before coming to the camp, however, we notice a 
pump surrounded by a wall. The history of it is this. A few 
summers ago a severe drought prevailed, and the farmer had to 
drive his cattle twice a day a considerable distance to water. 
He felt sure that this ought not to be the case. He knew that 
the Romans never planted a station where a good supply of 
water could not always be obtained. He carefully examined the 
surface in the vicinity of the station, and fancying that in this 
spot the grass seemed fresher than in other places he broke the 
surface. His antiquarian knowledge was rewarded by finding 
here a well cased with Roman masonry, and containing plenty 
of water. He afterwards put a pump into it to be used when 
occasion required. 

Carrawburgh. 

The site of this station is all desolation, but the aspect of 
its herbage, especially in winter, indicates the usual richness 
of a Roman camp. It is about three miles and a half from 
CiLURNUM, and it contains an area of about three acres and a 
half. It was garrisoned by the first cohort of Batavians. 
This fact is brought out in the mutilated stone, shown in 
the wood-cut, which was found here ; in one of the lines 
COH . I . BATAVORVM is quite distinct. The date of this 
inscription is a.d. 237, when Maximinus was emperor, and 
Perpetuus and Comelianus were consuls. The Batavians, and 
their neighbours in the next station the Tungrians, seem to 
have come to Britain in the time of Vespasian, for Tacitus tells 
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na that Agricola commenced the battle of MonB QraapinB by 

ordering three Batavian and two Tnngrian cohortB to charge 

the enemy sword in hand. The rampartB of this station are 

diatiiict, and, if freed from mbbish, would I 

found to stand several feet high. TLi- | 

of the east, sonth, and west gateways ;liv 

discernible, with the southern guard t'lj;ii 

the latter. A barrack-room attached Id 

western rampart of the station may In.' s 

a little to the south of this gateway. \V\ 

the room was excavated a centurial 

stone was found bnilt into the upper 

coQTse of its front wall. It informs 

ns that ' the Thruponian century 

[bnilt] twenty-four feet.' However 

desu^hle it might be to leave the 

etone on the spot where Roman 

artificers had placed It seventeen 

centuries ago, the cupidity of curiosity-mongers (not antiqnaries) 

was feared, and the inscription has been removed to Chesters. 

The great Wall has coalesced with the north rampart of the 

station. Ontside the western wall are distinct marks of suburban 




A natural valley, in which a strong stream of water formerly 
flowed, gave strength to the fortification on this side. In 
Horsley's day a well was noticed here, cased with masonry. 
"The people,' he says, ' called it a cold bath, and r^htly judged 
it to be Roman.' 

In recent yeare, however, a change has come over the scene. 
In consequence of the workings of a lead mine in the valley 
below the station the waters which supplied the well, the over- 
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flowings of which constituted the stream that bounded the 
station on its western side, were cut off. The surface of the 
well became grass-grown, and it was lost to sight, and almost to 
memory, when some lead miners thinking to strike upon a vein 
of ore began their operations here. Coming in contact with 
the upper courses of the stone framework of the well, they 
rightly thought that further search in that spot was vain, and 
went elsewhere. The late Mr. Clayton, hearing that the well 
described by Horsley and others had been hit upon, thought it 
desirable that it should at once be properly explored, and gave 
directions accordingly. Covering the mouth of the well were 
some large stones, which had probably been taken from the 
upper courses of its containing walls and thrown, for the 
purpose of concealment, upon the mass of treasure of which 
the well had been made the recipient. On the removal of these 
stones, and some of them were so large as to require to be 
broken before this could be done, a mass of coins met the gaze 
of the excavators. Then carved stones, altars, coins, vases, 
Roman pearls, old shoes, fibulae^ and other Eoman remains 
were discovered in an indiscriminate mass. Whether in a 
moment of panic the various objects had been thrown into the 
well, or, as some suppose, were votive offerings to the deity of 
the spring, it is difficult to say. There was an almost complete 
series of imperial coins found, those of Hadrian and Antoninus 
Pius being, however, the most numerous. The writer happened 
to accompany the late Mr. Clayton to the spot the day after 
the work of excavation had commenced. Before they reached 
the place they were informed that * three beautiful ladies' 
had been discovered. On coming to the well they found 
lying upon its edge the sculptifted stone figured on the follow- 
ing page, which represents three water nymphs— the ladies in 
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waiting probably of the goddess of the fonntaiii. The fonntain, 
vbich was doubtless a health resort, was presided over by a deity 




hitherto nntnown in either Greek, Roman, or Celtic mytholt^y 
—the goddess Coventina, to whom the traveller has been already 
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introduced. Ab be may like to know the character of the altan 
dedicated to her worship, & wood-cut of one of them is here given, 
which reads: — 'To the goddess Coventina; Anrelius Grotns a 
German.' A carving repre- 
senting the goddess haa al- 
ready appeared (see page 118). 
An extraordinary number 
of coins was found in the well. 
Mr. Clayton procured 16,000, 
four of them being of gold, the 
rest of silver and bronze, rac- 
ing from the time of Mark 
Antony to that of Gratian, 
bnt many were carried away 
by the strangera who watched 
the excavations. One singular 
circumstance may here be 
noticed. Amongst the coins 
were a very large number of 
the second-brass coin of An- 
toninus Pius, the reverse of which is shown in the wood-cut. 
The writer counted 318 of them : there were doubtless many 
moa-. This coin was struck in the fourth 
(xiiisnlship of the Emperor, a J). 145, to com- 
nR'nior»[e the exploits of LoUIdb Urbicns in 
Itrititin i,see p^e 7), a period in which the 
i.'otiiitn' wi» rednced to its lowest state of 
dt'prv^fion. Britain, personified as a discon- 
solate female, sits upon a ro(±. She has no 
holmt'i ii^xm hor ht'itil. no $wonl or spear in ber hand. Her head 
lirvxije. her l>iimii'r is low^rt-vl. her shield is idly cast away. The 
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legend is bbitannia. To circulate this coin in Britain was to 
add insult to injury. 

The well may be seen just inside the field dyke on the west 
of the station. It is usually half full or more of water, owing 
to the surface drainage. 

Before bidding a final adieu to this well the reader may be 
interested in the following account of it : — 

Many springs and rivers were consecrated by the Bomans for their 
Tcligions rites, for their lustrations at funerals and sacrifices, and before 
they entered their Saoraria or temples. Of this kind was their Fms 
Slaitdusiae, and their Flumen Clitumni. And of this kind, probably, is 
their well here at their station of Carrawbrough, caUed the Roman well. 
It is between two sloping fields, on the west side of the station, just 
under it, to the south of their famous wall, about 400 or 600 yards from 
the 26th mile-stone on the military road ; square, and faced with free- 
stone, of hewn-work ; and has either had a dome over it, or been walled 
round; the stones now lying about it, nearly covered with water from the 
conduit's being stopt, and demolished by the carelessness or ignorance of 
a plowman, as I am informed ; it is full up to the brim and overflowing, 
in the hottest summer ; and by that man's indiscretion, he that wou^ 
satisfy his curiosity to see it must risque the wetting his feet, especially 
in winter, or in a rainy season. — ^Wallie's Northumherland, vol. i. p. 23. 

Pressing onwards, we come to the farm-house of Oarraw, 
formerly a rural retreat of the priors of Hexham. We soon 
pass the site of another castdlum. To the south of the Wall in 
this vicinity is an earthen camp, shown upon the map, which 
commands an extensive prospect; it is called Brown Dykes. 
On the top of the next hill the works approach very close to 
€aoh other ; the Vallum proceeds onwards in a straight line, but 
the Wall swerves towards it for the double purpose (apparently) 
of avoiding a bog on the north, and securing the crown of the 
hill. The mounds of the Yallum and the fosse of the Wall are 
liere very grand. 

10 
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Another mile-castle is passed on our right hand. The 
visitor will do well to examine it. Its northern wall and gate- 
way are well developed ; the fosse too is remarkably bold. The 
southern portion of it, that to the south of the stone dyke 
which here divides two estates (one — the northern belonging to 
Mr. Clayton, the other to the Duke of Northumberland), has 
been miserably robbed, though the remains of the southern 
gateway are to be seen. 

Proceeding onwards, we have the cottage of 8hield-on-the- 
Wall on our left The sheet of water below is an artificial 
accumulation, for the purpose of supplying the Settlingstones 
lead mines. The bold basaltic ridge along which the Wall runs 
in the central part of its course now comes strongly into view. 
Four great mountain waves are before us — the escarpment of the 
strata — which seem to chase each other to the north. We now, 
to adopt the language of Hutton, ' quit the beautiful scenes of 
cultivation, and enter upon the rude of nature and the wreck of 
antiquity.* 

After passing the twenty-seventh mile-stone, the modem 
military road takes to the south of both Wall and Vallum. 
The Wall and Vallum also part company, the Wall taking to 
the heights, and adhering most tenaciously to every projecting 
headland; the Vallum, on the other hand, running along the 
Hair of the hill. Their respective distance is continually 
varying. Taking the Wall as our companion, we shaD soon reach 
Sewingshields. 

On the ascent to Sewingshields farm-house the Wall has 
been rooted up to furnish building stones for the enlargement of 
the house, and the construction of fences. When Dr. Lingard 
passed this way, in 1807, he found the Wall five feet high. 
The fosse as it begins to ascend the hill is good, but, on 
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reaching a mile-castle, which we soon do, it ends abruptly, the 
height of the ridge rendering it unnecessary. The mile-castle 
is replaced by a modern wall and the interior planted with trees. 
In a field, opposite to it (south of the modem road) and on the 
east of the Haydon Bridge road, may be seen another of those 
temporary camps, of which we have already had some examples. 
It may be well for the traveller who keeps by the road to 
examine it, and notice the traverses in front of its gates. 

North of the Wall two works of interest were until recently 
to be traced. One of them (opposite the mile-castle) is an 
Ancient British camp; within its area were some of those 
circular hollows which are indicative of the dwellings of our 
rude ancestors. Immediately below the farm-house, and a little 
to the north-east of it, in a field surrounded by walls, distinguish- 
able by its greenness, is the site of Sewingshields Castle, referred 
to by Sir Walter Scott, in the sixth canto of 'Harold the 
Dauntless,' under the denomination of the Castle of the Seven 
Shields. Too truly he says : — 

. . . . No towers are seen 
On the wild heath, but those that Fancy builds, 
And, save a fosse that tracks the moor with green, 
Is nought remains to tell of what may there have been. 

When Dr. Lingard was here, its walls were five feet high. 
A former farm tenant, Mr. Errington, removed the vaults of 
the castle, and its whole area is now subjected to the plough. ^ 

But though the walls of the castle have been uprooted, the 
following tradition relating to it will not readily perish : — 

Immemorial tradition has asserted that King Arthur, his queen 
Guenevere, his court of lords and ladies, and his hounds, were enchanted 
in some cave of the crags, or in a hall below the Castle of Sewingshields, 
and would continue entranced there till some one should first blow a 
bugle-horn that lay on a table near the entrance of the hall, and then 
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with ^ the sword of the stone * cut a garter also placed there beside it. 
But none had ever heard where the entrance to this enchanted hall was, 
till the farmer at Sewingshields, about fifty years since, was sitting 
knitting on the ruins of the castle, and his clew fell, and ran downwards 
through a rash of briars and nettles, as he supposed, into a deep subter- 
ranean passage. Full in the faith that the entrance into King Arthur's 
hall was now discovered, he cleared the briary portal of its weeds and 
rubbish, and entering a vaulted passage, followed, in his darkling way, 
the thread of his clew. The floor was infested with toads and lizards ; and 
the dark wings of bats, disturbed by his unhallowed intrusion, flitted 
fearfully around him. At length his sinking courage was strengthened 
by a dim, distant light, which, as he advanced, grew gradually brighter, 
till, all at once, he entered a vast and vaulted hall, in the centre of which, 
. a fire without fuel, from a broad crevice in the floor, blazed with a high 
and lambent flame, that showed all the carved walls and fretted roof, and 
the monarch and his queen and court, reposing around in a theatre of 
thrones and costly couches. On the floor, beyond the fire, lay the faithful 
and deep-toned pack of thirty couple of hounds ; and on a table before it, 
the spell-dissolving horn, sword, and garter. The shepherd reverently, 
but firmly, grasped the sword, and as he drew it leisurely from its rusty 
scabbard, the eyes of the monarch and his courtiers began to open, and 
they rose till they sat upright. He cut the garter ; and as the sword was 
being slowly sheathed, the spell assumed its ancient power, and they all 
gradually sunk to rest ; but not before the monarch had lifted up his eyes 
and hands, and exclaimed : 

O woe betide that evil day 
On which this witless wight was bom, 
Who drew the sword — the garter cut, 
But never blew the bugle-horn. 
Terror brought on loss of memory, and the shepherd was unable to give 
any correct account of his adventure, or to find again the entrance to the 
enchanted hall.' — Hodgson's Northwiriberland^ II. iii. 287. 

One other local tradition of this renowned king the traveller 
may be pleased to hear, as he may personally verify it. To the 
north, and a little to the west, of Sewingshields, two strata of 
sandstone crop out to the day \ the highest points of each ledge 
are called the King's and Queen's Crag, from the following 
legend : — 
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King Arthur, seated on the farthest rook, was talkitigr with bis qaeen, 
who, meauwliile, was engaged in arranging her 'back hair.' Some ex- 
pression of the queen's having offended hit majesty, he seized a rock which 
laj near him, and, with an exertion bt strength for which the Picta were 
{mverbial, threw it at her, a distance of about a quartet of a mile I The 
queen, with great dexterity, caught it upon her comb, and thus warded 
oft the blow ; the stone fell about midway between them, where it Ilea to 
this very day, with the marks of the comb upon it, to attest the truth of 
the story. The stone probably weighs abont twenty tons 1 

The farm-house of Sewingshields is entirely built out of the 
Btonea of the Wall. Its occupant, Mr, Thompson, will doubtless 
kindly satisfy the inquiries of the peripatetic antiquary, and may 
possibly gratify him with a tune on the N'orthumberland b^- 
pipes, on which instrument 
he is a skilful performer. A 
centurial stone, shown in the i 
wood-cut, ifl built up in one 
of the farm buildings here. 
It may probably be read: — 
The century of Geilius Philippua [erected this part of the Wall]. 

Prom Sewingshields to Caervoran the Roman military way, 
which accompanied the Wall throughout its entire length, is, 
with but few intermissions, to be seen. It is always to the 
Bonth of the Wall, but does not keep parallel with it ; it selects 
the easiest gradients. When we view the mural ridge from the 
tail of the hill we can generally detect the course of the road by 
the peculiar tint of its herbage. 

We now pursue our course westwards. For a little distance 
we go through a young plantation. The basaltic columns soon 
attract attention. There used to be one that was dignified 
with the name of King Arthur's Chair, but it was purposely 
dislodged by a mischief-loving countryman. Every thunder- 
storm throws down some portion of the cliff. We soon come to 
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Cat's Gate, a narrow chasm in the rocks, by which, according to 
tradition, the Scots crept under the Wall ; it has an artificial 
appearance. A mile-castle is next reached. It has been much 
robbed lately for the repairs of the farm-house. The walk along 
these basaltic heights is most exhilarating when the day is 
bright. Broomlee Lough, to the north of the Wall, now comes 
boldly into view. According to tradition a box of treasure lies 
sunk in it. (Richardson's Table Book, Legendary Div., vol. 
iii. p. 100.) The small sheet of water to the south of the 
turnpike road is Grindon Lough. It has recently been to a 
considerable extent drained, damaging the landscape, but the 
ground gained is valueless, in consequence of its consisting 
merely of gravel. 

Busy Gap, one of the widest of the gaps or breaks in the 
basaltic chain over which the Wall runs, is the next point to 
be reached. Before descending into it, it will be well, from the 
elevated position where we now are, to pay some attention to 
the Black Dike, an ancient entrenchment belonging to these 
parts. It consists simply of a ditch with the earth taken out of 
it thrown on the east side. In the old maps of Northumberland 
it is represented as extending from the north-west extremity of 
Northumberland to the Tyne at Water House, near Bardon 
Mill ; it reappears at Morley, and is said to go by AUenheads, 
into the county of Durham. We see from the height on which 
we stand a plantation on the other side of the valley, to the 
south of us, called the ' Black Dike Planting.' The fosse, even 
at this distance, may be discerned on the west side of it. The 
point where the Dike crossed the Wall has long been a matter 
of speculation. It probably crossed at the opening, west of 
Busy Gap, and then, as the Wall here is running in a northerly 
direction, it took the course which the Wall now does as far as 
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the foot of the SewingsliieldB CragB ; it then made off to the 
northern wastes, paaaing the Queen's and King's Crag, The 
Wall has destroyed all trace of it where the course of the two 
stmctures coincided, but there are some remains of it north of 
SewingshieldB Crag. The atone dike which forma the western 
boundary of the Sewingshields property probably represents its 
course^ (Mac Lanchlan's Memoir, pp. 37n, i"2.) 




TVe now descend into Busy Gap, which ia shown in the 
wood-cut. It is supposed to have got its name from the faot of 
its beii^ the pass most frequented by the freebooters of the 
Middle Ages. In consequence of its width, the Boman 
engineers have defended it with peculiar care. In addition to 
the fosse on the north of the Wall, which here reappears, a 
triangular rampart beyond it embraces the valley, and still 
further strengthens the fortification. On the western acclivity 
of the gap ia a wicket gate throngh which a ' drove road ' passes 
to the north. 
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This part of the country long retained the disorganization 
produced by the incessant wars between England and Scotland. 
A 'Busy Gap rogue,' was a well-known name of reproach* 
When Camden and Cotton visited the Wall in 1599, they durst 
not venture into these parts. 'From thence,' [Caervoran] 
Camden says, ' the Wall goeth forward more aslope by Iverton, 
Forsten, and Chester-in-the-Wall [Housesteads], near to Busy 
Gap, — a place infamous for thieving and robbing ; where stood 
some castles (chesters they called them), as I heard, but I could 
not with safety take the full survey of it, for the rank robbers 
thereabouts.' 

Matters are vastly difiFerent now; a more orderly, upright^ 
and intelligent community than that of North Tyne and Kede- 
water does not exist. 

Resuming our march, the site of a mile-castle is soon 
reached ; it stands on ground which slopes at the rate of one 
in five. We next pass in rapid succession two narrow but 
rather steep gaps, which do not seem to have obtained names. 
Advancing a little farther, we come to the valley centred by the 
Knag Burn, which forms the eastern defence of the famous 
station of Borcovicus. 

The Vallum in some parts of the course we have just 
traversed is in excellent preservation. The sketch opposite 
was taken in this vicinity by the late Mr. Fairholt. 

Thus far we have kept company with the Wall. In order to 
notice some objects that lie near the road, we will for the 
moment return to the point where it and the Wall parted 
company. Proceeding on our way we have on our right the 
school house in which the intellect of the neighbourhood is 
cultivated. A little farther forward on our left hand, at the 
bottom of a rising knoll, may be observed traces of some ' drifts,* 
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firam which the Bomans have probably tSikeii the coal which 
they undoubtedly used in the neighbouring station of Bob 
C07ICUS As we proceed, we next notice an outcrop of lime- 
Btone rock which has been largely quarried by the Komons 




The farm-house of Mo^ Kennels on the south of the military 
road is now reached, and after it, also on our left hand, a house 
called Beggar Bog ; opp(»ite to it and on the right hand is a 
small building in which divine service was formerly held ; from 
the comer of the wall near the west end of this building a foot- 
path leads to Honsesteads. In advance of us, to the south of 
the road, and immediately opposite Borcovicus, may be noticed 
a round barrow, the grave, doubtless, of some chieftain of the 
Ancient British period. There is another in the valley to the 
south of it. 

We now rcBume our position on the heights to the east of the 
Kni^ Burn. It will be well for the traveller to notice, before 
descending into the valley, the platform on which the station 
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stands. It is strong on its northern, southern, and eastern 
sides, and yet is not unduly exposed. The Wall which crosses 
the valley runs up to the station and joins it at its north-east 
angle. It has been brought into its present state by placing the 
fallen stones on the courses which remained in position. 

A Roman villa of considerable size and pretensions onoe 
stood on a shelf of the rock, on the east side of the Knag 
Bum, opposite to the middle of the station. It was warmed by 
hypocausts, and soot was found in the flues. Though removed 
many years ago, to supply stones for the neighbouring fences, 
an occasional fragment of tile or tufa marks the spot where it 
stood. Nearer the Wall is a powerful spring carefully cased 
with Roman masonry. It was discovered in the summer of 
1844. It is fenced with iron railings to keep the cattle from it. 

In the bottom of the valley is a passage through the Wall, 

which was discovered in 1856 ; it is thus described by the late 

Mr. John Clayton : — * 

In the valley of Knag Burn, 371 feet east of the station of 
BOBCOVICUS, has recently been discovered and explored an unexpected 
passage through the Roman Wall. It has been closed by double gates, 
similar to those of the stations ; and there is a guard-room on each side. 
The middle of the gateway guarding the south of the passage is eleven 
feet three inches. The width of the gateway guarding the north of the 
passage is ten feet six inches. In the middle there is an upright stone, 
such as we find in the gateways of the stations, and in the streets of 
Pompeii. The pathways are on each side of this stone, and the thresholds 
have been much worn by the feet of the passenger. The two guard- 
chambers are of nearly equal dimensions .... During these excavations 
have been found coins of Claudius Gothicus and Constantius, a broken 
altar, and the usual relics of Roman occupation, fragments of Samian 
ware and Andernach mill-stones.f 

* Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle, 1856, vol. i. 
O.S. p. 186. 

t Mill-stones from the quarries of Andernach on the Rhine are fre- 
quently met with in all the stations. The stone is a hard volcanic tufa, and 
being porous, acts vigorously on the grain. 
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The object of this gateway has been to give access to a 
circular depression which is artificially formed on the north side 
of the "Wall, probably an amphitheatre on a small scale The 
wood-cut represents it It is one hundred feet across and about 
ten feet deep The path leading from the gateway to its entrance 
may be traced Nettles may usually be seen growing in the 




bottom of it — a sure proof of human presence. Has the arena 
been soaked with human blood ? Amphitheatres, similar in con- 
struction to this, though larger, have been found at Silchester, 
Dorchester, Banbury, Cirenc^ter, and other places. Even when 
on a campaign in an enemy's country amphitheatres were erected 
for the amusement of the soldiery. Two appear in the delinea- 
tions given on Trajan's column at Rome of the Dacian cam- 
paigns. Time must often have hung heavily upon the hands of 
the Tnngrian cohort at BoKCOVicus ; what more natural than 
that they should catch a couple of natives, and set them to 
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slaughter each other for their pleasure ? As the pilgrim sits here^ 

and ruminates upon the past and the present of the history of 

Eome and Britain, he may find food for thoughii in the following 

statement of Dion Cassius :— 'Plautius, for having ably managed 

and concluded the Britannic War, was highly commended by 

Claudius, and obtained a triumph. And in the gladiatorial 

combat many freed men, as well as the British captives, fought, 

numbers of whom he destroyed in this kind of spectacle, and 

gloried in it.' 

HoiLsesteads. 

The Knag Burn passes under the Wall in "the way that,, 
probably, it used to do in Roman times.* Between the bum 
and the station are traces of suburban dwellings ; and the old 
Roman road may be seen winding up to the eastern gateway^ 
The manner in which the Wall unites with the north-east angle 
of the station should be observed. Both its eastern and western 
angles are rounded in the same manner as the angles of the south 
rampart. It is evident that the station was rendered complete 
in itself before the contiguous portions of Wall were commenced^ 
When the builders were safe within strong stone walls they then 
reai'ed the great Barrier to the right and left of them. The 
Wall, at its junction, has eight courses of stones in position. 

The eastern wall of the station has been cleared of the rubbish 
which long encumbered it, and is in a good state of preservation. 
Its masonry differs but little, if at all, from that of the great 
Wall. It is five feet thick. 

We now enter this city of the dead. All is silent ; but dead 
indeed to all human sympathies must the soul of that man be 
who, in each broken column, each turf-covered mound, each 
deserted hall, does not recognise a voice telling him, trumpet- 

* An arch would have admitted of the passage of an enemy. 
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toDgned, of the rise and fall of empires, of the doom and 
ultimate destiny of man I 

Honsesteads is nearly five miles from the last station, Carraw- 
1)nrgh, and it contains an area of nearly five acres. Its form is 
the nsual one of a parallelogram, rounded at the comers, but its 
greatest length is from east to west. It is planted on a shelf of 
hisslty the rock in many places protruding through the super- 
incumbent soil. It slopes gently to the south. 

If the traveller be not familiar with the usual arrangements 
of a Roman camp, he had better, before beginning a particular 
survey, advance to the centre of the station, and make himself 
acquainted with its plan. One main street, called the via 
principalis^ crosses the station from the eastern gate to the 
western ; and another of similar width runs at right angles to it 
from the northern to the southern gate. The gate nearest the 
•enemy (in this instance the north) was called the praetorian gate, 
the one in the opposite rampart the decuman. The street 
leading from the praetorian gate bore its name. In the case 
before us, this street is to the east of the central line. Not far 
from the point where these two main streets intersect each other, 
the visitor will find the solid base of a column, which, if the city 
had been a medieval one, would be pronounced to be the pedestal 
of the market-cross. All the other streets of the station are 
•exceedingly narrow, and lie parallel with the main ones. In this 
way the whole interior of the camp is divided into parallelograms 
of greater or less size. 

Having taken this general survey, we will now return to 
the east gate. Lik^ all the other gates of the stations, it has 
heen a double one, each portal having folding doors. One of its 
portals has, at some period before the abandonment of the 
station by the Romans, been built up. All the other gates have 
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been contracted in a similar manner. This was probably done 
towards the close of the period of the Roman occupation of 
Britain. There is a guard chamber on each side of every gate. 
On the closing up of the southern section of the gateway, the 
guard chamber belonging to it was converted into a dwelling 
room. When this chamber was excavated in 1888, nearly a 
cart-load of coals was found in it. The holes in which the 
pivots of the doors moved will be noticed. The stone against 
which the gates struck when they were closed remains. We 
might suppose that this stone would be an obstruction to 
carriages entering the city. No doubt, however, the kind of 
chariot used was the liga^ requiring two horses ; in that case, 
the horses would pass on each side of the stone. The horses, 
too, would probably be small. In the middle of some of the 
narrow streets of Pompeii, boldly projecting stepping stones 
occur, which have been placed there for the convenience of foot 
passengers. These do not seem to have interfered with the 
transit of wheeled vehicles, as the ruts in the streets show. 
Here, too, as well as at Pompeii, the Roman chariots have left 
their marks behind them. A rut about eight inches deep 
appears in the stone threshold of the gateway, on each side of 
the central stone, evidently caused by the action of wheels. 
The grooves which are shown in the accompanying cut on the 
following page are a little more than four feet six inches and a 
half apart.* The wheel marks in Pompeii are at exactly this 
distance from one another, and this is the gauge of our English 
railways. 

On entering the station, we will keep close to the east wall, 
and proceed northwards. On the inside of the walls of the 

* The groove on the right hand is less perfect now than when this 
wood-cut was prepared, part of the stone having been broken off. 
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station, barracks for the aoldiere have no doubt been boiltr 
having roofs leanii^ against the station walls. As, however, 
these were less careftdly constmcted than the ontside walls, and 
as they were not ' tied ' into the main gtmctnre, they have, in 
many instances, disappeared. In this and other stations we 
have abondant traces of them. Goii^ northward, we see a 




Bolid platform of masonry aboat twenty feet square. Has^a 
catapult been planted here for throwing lat^e stones agaiusb 
the enemy F On the spot was fonnd a conical-shaped stone^ 
Bnch as may have been used for such a purpose. Lyii^ near the 
north wall of the station, which has been increased to nearly 
twice its original thickness, as if to form a sohd bed for a 
catapult or balista, several of these conical-shaped stones were 
fonnd. Stones of similar form have been found in other stations. 
Their occurrence cannot have been accidental. The rudely- 
formed chamber on the top of this platform is no doubt of late 
conBtmction. In passing the north-east corner, its nicely 
rounded form will be noticed. Goii^ forward a Uttle, by the 
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jside of the north wall, a mass of ruins is seen, which, when 
first excavated, bore marks of fire. 

We now pass through the field-gate to examine the outside 
'of the north rampart wall and the north gateway. It presents 
»one of the finest pieces of masonry on the line of the Wall. The 
large square blocks forming its base have been skilfully and 
securely laid. Their joints are as close as ever. An inclined 
roadway led up to this gate, but it was removed at the time of 
the discovery of the gateway, in order to display its masonry. 
This gateway, like all the rest at Housesteads, is double. The 
pillars which, on its outer and inner margin divided it, are both 
•standing. The innermost one has a considerable elevation. The 
•east portal of this gateway has been walled up at a comparatively 
•early period. This may be inferred from the fact that, whereas 
the angles of the stones forming the basement of the western 
portal have been much worn by the tread of feet, those of the 
eastern portal are not injured. The western portal, too, bears 
marks of change. Its present threshold is about three feet 
higher than its original one. The station having been de- 
vastated by a temporarily triumphant foe, has been re-oocupied 
by the Roman troops, without giving themselves time to remove 
the ruins of their former habitations. Clambering into the 
portal, its interior arrangements may be viewed. One of the 
pivot-holes of the gate still retains traces of the oxide of iron— 
the pivot having been shod with iron. The guard chamber on 
each side is in good condition. In the formation of that on 
the west side a portion of an altar that had been dedicated to 
Jupiter has been used ; the letters i. o. M. — Jiwi optm$ 
maximo — may still be seen upon it.* Before leaving this gate, 

• So the author wrote in his first edition. Not long afterwards the 
:«tone was found to be missing, haying been stolen by some modern heathen. 
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let the antiquary once more look at its wide portals and massive 
masonry, and ask himself if appearances warrant the supposition 
that the Wall was built when the Roman Empire was in the 
throes of dissolution, and when the natives of the island were, as 
Gildas describes them, 'a useless and panic-struck company, 
equally slow to fight, and ill adapted to run away.' Putting 
out of consideration the strength of the masonry, do these bold 
apertures indicate any dread of a northern foe ? A few yards to 
the east of us, as we have seen, is the opening at the Knag 
Bum, and at the next mile-castle, not a quarter of a mile to the 
west of us, we shall meet with another. Surely the Wall must 
have been built long before the days of Arcadius, and it can 
never have been intended as a mere fence to ward off the 
J^gression of the Picts and Scots. 

On the inner side of the gateway to the right a large stone 
trough is seen. The stones with which it is formed are not in 
their original position, as will at once be seen by a little ex- 
amination. Some of them are grooved, in order to make a 
tight joint. The stones ai-e much worn, as if by the sharpening 
of knives. This trough evidently belongs to a late period of 
the occupation of the station. It is difficult to conjecture its 
purpose. Has it been used in the preparation of the winter's 
store of provisions for the garrison ? One of the labourers* 
employed in the excavations here displayed the usual prejudices 

la the place where Roman hands had placed it it yielded evidence of the 
disregard of the Romans of a subsequent period for an altar dedicated 
to their chief god, if not of the prevalence of a new faith at the time 
that the existing guard chamber was built. In due time the conscience 
of the thief seems to have been smitten, for the stone was eventually, by 
unknown hands, conveyed to Chesters, though in an injured condition. 
The person who took it had evidently broken it to render it of portable 
size, and in doing so had cracked it across its face. 

* Anthony Place, who did much good service in displaying the Wall, 
At a good old age he bade farewell to all sublunary things. 

11 



146 HOUSESTEADS. 

of a Northumbrian borderer, by giving it as his opinion Hhat 
the Romans used it for washing their Scotch prisoners in/ 
Near to this was a circular hearth, formed of three courses of 
Roman tiles. When discovered it was covered with coal ashes 
and the scoriae of iron. It was probably a smithy. The action 
of the weather and the tread of oxen have nearly destroyed it. 
The north wall, to the west of this, may next be examined. A 
second wall, of inferior masonry, has been built inside the 
first, and the space between them filled up with clay. This 
gives the wall a considerably increased thickness. It was in 
this vicinity that some of the stones which may have been 
intended for the service of the balista were lying. Proceeding 
along the wall to the north-west comer of the station, we meet 
with another chamber, the door of which has been built up. 

Let the student now return to the vicinity of the north gate, 
and examine the buildings to the south of it. Not far from the 
gate, and on the west side of the street extending from the 
praetorian to the decuman gate, is a large apartment, seventy- 
eight feet long and eighteen feet wide. On the south of this is 
another not quite so long. Its floor is probably supported upon 
pillars. At the west end of it is a kiln for drying corn, which 
probably belongs to moss-trooping times. The steps by which 
the apartment is reached at the other end are evidently of a 
late date, and may also be referred to the ' troublesome times.' 
This building is strengthened by buttresses. Crossing the 
praetorian street, we find a very large building, extending nearly 
to the east rampart, and bounded at its lower mai^in by the 
via principalis. It is one hundred and forty seven feet long and 
thirty feet wide. It is strengthened by numerous buttresses. 
The masonry of it is different from that of the other buildings 
that we have seen. Its stones are longer, and they have the 
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feathered tooling that we noticed in the facing-stones of the 
abutment of the bridge over the North Tyne. We can scarcely 
resist the opinion that it belongs to a different period from the 
other buildings. It may have been one of Severus's restorations. 
At its eastern extremity are several small rooms : one of them 
has been heated by underground flues ; in another is a cistern 
or bath, four feet long and three broad, which, when discovered, 
was coated with cement. Some of these large buildings were no 
doubt the hails in which the public business of the district was 
transacted, and others were used as the residences of the prefect 
and his chief officers. 

Proceeding once more to the intersection of the main streets, 
we make our way to the southern gateway. We soon come ta 
a considerable mass of building on our right hand. Part of it 
was excavated in 1858, an enormous mass of debris having been 
removed. It is not easy to assign a use to each apartment. 
One of them, when first opened, strongly resembled (though on 
a small scale) an Italian kitchen ; there were marks of fire on 
its raised hearth. In this part of the camp the ordinary 
soldiers would dwell. No remains sufficiently perfect exist ta 
give us a complete idea of a Roman house in these military 
cities. Judging from the remains which do exist, they seem ta 
have been of a dark and gloomy character. Excepting in the 
newly excavated buildings at Chesters (p. 103), no windows 
have been found ; but in most of the stations window glass is 
met with in the debris. Probably a frame-work of timber 
usually intervened between the upper part of the walls of a. 
house and the roof, and here windows were inserted, as well as 
apertures for the admission of air. Rome, prior to the great 
fire in Nero's reign, seems to have been built in this manner. 
The upper stories of the houses of Pompeii were of wood ; 



148 HOUSBSTEADS. 

these for the most part have perished, but the stairs leading up 
to them in many cases remain, thus proving their original 
existence. 

We now reach the south gateway, which was partially ex- 
cavated by the Rev. John Hodgson. It forms an interesting 
study. Here all the main features characterising the other 
gateways will be recognised. It is of the same massive 
character; it has a guard chamber on each side, and the 
pivot-holes in which the gates rotated are seen. When 
excavated, the eastern portion of the gateway was found to 
have been walled up. This must have been done before the 
houses in front of it were built, the foundations of which are 
now to be seen. The entrance into the guard chamber has been 
closed, and amongst the materials used in doing this the 
fragment of a circular shaft will be noticed. But this is not 
the only instance which we have here of the adaptation of 
former materials to present purposes. Centuries after the 
abandonment of the station by the Romans, some mosstrooper 
seems to have chosen this spot for his habitation. He had 
little difficulty in converting the guard chamber and contiguous 
buildings into chambers suited to his own purposes. The byre 
in which he folded his cattle at night, the kiln in which he 
dried his unripened grain, and the lower part of the flight of 
steps by which he ascended to the little fortress that was his 
own habitation, may all, though perhaps with difficulty, be 
distinguished. 

Stone slabs with a circular headway are often seen lying 
about the gates of the stations. Each arched stone has formed 
the top of the doorway leading into a guard chamber. In the 
spandril of a fragment of one, at the south gateway here, is an 
ornament resembling a Maltese cross, and in its centre there has 



HOUSESTEADS. 



149 



been a small St. Andrew's cross, though it is now almost oblit* 

erated. The cross is not necessarily a Christian symbol. It is 

met within all its foims in heathen lands 

in every age. In ancient Egyptian pictures 

it assumes the form of the Greek letter tav. 

In several altars, found on the line of the 

Wall, it occurs in the form called Gam- 

madion. We shall meet with one of these 

at Birdoswald. Even in the form called 

the Constantinian monogram it is in some 

mosaics associated with heathen deities. 

It is supposed to have been an emblem 

of vitality. The early Christians regarded 

it with dislike. Eventually, though not until after the lapse of 

two or three centuries, it was adopted as the symbol of the 

Christian faith. 

The south wall of the station is in a good state of preserva- 
tion ; it stands ten or twelve courses high. The wood-cut on the 
next page represents the south-west angle of the station ; it will be 
noticed that it has been repaired in Roman times with stones of 
a different character from those used in its original construction. 

Proceeding along the west wall of the station, we have the 
opportunity of contemplating a noble piece of Roman masonry. 





eleven courses high. The west gate, the porta principalis 
dextra^ is in a state of greater perfection than any of the rest. 
The wood-cut exhibits the plan of it. As usual it had been 
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ooDtmcted to half its width bnt to expose an intmding foe to 
greater diflScnltT the passage wss rendered di^onal by dos og 
np the Dorthern port on of the ooteide and the sonthern portion 
of the iDside portal The iDner of these interpolated walls is 
nearly all remo ed the other was standing when the gate waa 
excavated and the wood-cnt here gi\eD prepwed, bnt it has since 




fallen, its masonrv having been of an inferior character. The 
wood-cut on the opposite page shows the gate as it appeared from 
the outside. As is uniformly the case in all the gateways, the 
masonry is strong and massive, the stones being larger and better 
dressed than those of the other parts of the ramparts. The thresh- 
old has been worn by the tread of feet. In several places there are 
indications that the soldiers, whilst loitering about the gate, have 
employed themselves in sharpening their knives or weapons upon 
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the projecting stones. ^Vhen the gateway was excavated, the 
central stone agaiost which the gates struck, was found in the 
position shown in the drawing. It will be noticed that the 
atones in the wall of the two outer portals exhibit a different 
style of masonry indicating probably the work of two periods. 
The guard chambers are in an encouraging stat« of preservation, 
-as the wood-cut on the following page, which represents the 




gate as seen from the inside of the camp, shows. When these 
chambers were excavated, they were covered up to the top of the 
walls with earth, in which was a large quantity of bones and 
■other animal matter. They have been wanned by flues going 
round the walls. . 

South of the gateway there are some minor buildings closely 
-connected with the rampart, which were excavated in 18.'i8. 
The lowest chamber is of the ordinary size, and, when discovered, 
■was paved with tiles. A walk by the side of the south rampart 
tirings us once more to the south gateway. 
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In front of the station are several objects of interest. The 
fann-liouBe, wliich stood near the south gateway, has been 
removed, and a new one built in a more convenient situation. 
The well which supplied the house was supposed by touriste to 
be Roman. It is about 15 feet deep, and is cased with Boman 
stones, excepting the last yard, which is sunk into the whin 
rock. The late Mrs. Eoutledge told the writer that she used to 
be a frequent visitor at Housesteads when her grandfather, Mr. 
"William Magnay, resided there, and that he sank the well in 
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drenched to the skin. Cold and weary, they called at the herd's- 
house for information as to their sleeping quarters. Before 
leaving, they were asked in the Northumberland guttural if they 
would like a glass of Roman water. One of the shivering^ 
antiquaries, thinking that a little Bum and water in present 
circumstances might be highly beneficial, gratefully accepted 
the offer. What was his horror to see the hind take a bucket^ 
and repair to the supposed Roman well ! To the credit of the 
strangers, they both quaffed the cooling fluid with a good grace^ 
and pronounced it excellent. (Tovr along the Roman Wall, by 
James Wardell.) 

The Tungrian cohort had, however, no lack of water. There 
is a spring to the north of the crags which they seem to have 
enclosed with masonry ; the remains of a well, as has abeady 
been noticed, have been found near the spot where the Knag 
Bum passes under the Wall, and there is a very abundant 
runner of excellent water at the bottom of the slope in front of 
the station. The spring yielding this runner was not discovered 
until the summer of 1844, up to which time it had been 
concealed by loose stones and herbage. The spring may now be 
seen enclosed by four upright flag-stones, and these are sur- 
rounded by walls of masonry forming an oblong building,, 
circular at its northern end but rectangular at the other. These 
arrangements date, doubtless, from the Roman era. 

The whole of the bank in front of the station is covered 
with the foundations of streets and houses. To the west of 
these are long terraced lines, which have no doubt been devoted 
to cultivation, after a mode still practised in Italy and other 
continental countries. The plain below the station, extending 
towards the east, was drained some years ago. It seems to have 
been the burial-ground of the camp. In cutting the drains^ 
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numerous haman remainB were found. Two stones that have 
formed portions of circular colnmnB of great magnitude are 
lying in this valley. They have probably rolled down from the 
station above. 

A ridge, caused by the protuberance of the sandstone nx*, 
rises gently out of the plain at our feet. It k called Chapel Hill 
Some considerable temple is supposed to have stood npon it. 
Many altars ha\e been fonnd here One of them is represented 
in the wood cut It may be translated — To Jnpiter, the best 
and greatest and the deities 
of Augustus the first cohort 
of Tungnans (a milliarj one), 
commanledVyQnintnsVerins 
Superstia Praefect, [erected 
this] Thi*! altar is now in 
the museum of the Society 
of Antiquanes of Newcastle. 
Towards the close of the year 
1883 two lar^e altars, dedi- 
cated to Mani Thingsus and 
two female deities named BeAi 
and F mmilena, together with 
an arch shaped sculptured 
re found at the bot- 
tom ot Ohapsl Hill, on its 
northern side The altars are 
larirer than usual, and the 
mecnptions on them have 
excited the interest of the chie! anti.iuaries of Earoje. They are 
fully explained in the Archwoloyh Asliim, vol. x. pp. 14S-172. 
The altars have been remsved to Chejters. See p. 108. 
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The apring noticed on a previoaB p^e is just to the north 

of the spot where these altars were found. 

A little to the west of Chapel Hill ia the site of a eemi- 

aibternuiean cave, dedicated to the worship of Mithras which 
. was discovered in 1822 It is described with considerablB 

minnteneas hj Mr. Ho(^ 
I son, in the Archaeologta 
j AeUana, 0.8. vol. i. p. 268, 
I etc. The worship of Mith 
! cas, the Snn or the Persian 
' Apollo, was introduced 

from the East into Enrope 

about the time of Julius 

Caesar, The jnYsteries con 

nected with it are supposed 

to have involved the sacri 

fice of human victims and 

various other abomina 

lioQB. Edicts were issued 

for itfl suppression Iv 

Hadrian and othcra, b t 

in vain. Amongst tl 

altars fonnd in the ca\e 

here, was one bearing the 

names of Gallus and Volu 

sianus, who were consuls in the year 252. There was also found 

the tablet, illustrated by tlie above wood-cut, which represents 

Mithras himself coming out of an egg, and snrrounded by an 

oval belt containing the signs of the Zodiac. The site of the 

temple is now nearly obliterated. There can be little doubt 

that when the mythol(^y of Greece and Home had lost hold of 
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the Bjjnpathies of the community, the worship of Mithras was 
pressed upon the attention of mankind, in oppoeition to the 
verities of Christianity. 

It may be well also to mention that the worship of the Btat 
Matres — the good mothers — whose name it was not Incky to 
mention, was mnch in vogue with the Romans of a later ^e, 
especially with the Gothic portion of the Roman community. 
Several statues of them have been found here; two of these, 
shown in the wood-cuts here produced, are now preserved in 





the museum of the Newcastle Society of Antiquaries, These 
figurea usually occur in triplets. Is already remarked, nothiog 
on the line of the Wall that was capable of destruction h» 
escaped the effects of Caledonian vengeance, and these scnlptuiw 
show it. 
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NaturaUy enough, Victoty was a favourite goddesB with the 

Bomaos. The statue shown was found in this station, and is now 

at Newcastle. With 

outstretched win gsshe 

careers over the ronnd 

globe ; her garments 

fly behind her. {See a 
. ainiilarfigure,p. 114.) 
I Only one more al- 
1 lasion to the antiqui- 
I ties of this station can 
. be indulged in. In a 

paper read by the iate 

Mr.Clayton before the 

Society of Antiqnariea 

of Newcastle in 1853 

{Archaeologia Aeli- 

ana, 0.8, vol. iv. p. 

274) the following 

facts appeared. 

In clearing the 

ground in front of the 

sonth gateway of the 

station, a gold s^net 

ring {gee wood-cut), a 

gold pendant for the 

«ar, and a coin of Oommodus, apparently 
■ ftesh from the mint, were found lying toge- 
ther, a little beneath the surface of the 

gronnd. They are figured here and on the 

following page, of the actual size, from the 
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skilful pencil of the late Mr. Fairholt. The ear-drop is of Uw i 
pnreat gold, and is of the same pattern as several other gold ' 
orDaments in the museum at Lyons. I 

The stone of the ring is an artiticial one, and 

has the figure of Mercury engraved upon it; 

/jll the circular part is somewhat flattened by the 

yjjl\ pressure to which it has been exposed. The 

' '■ coin has on the reverse a figure of Providence, 

and is of the third consulship of the Emperor, 

which corresponds with the year a.d, 181. 

It was ahont this period that the terrible 
disasters, recorded by Dion Cassius, and which 
are referred to in the introductory chapter of 
this work (p^e 7), took place. The inference 
is not improbable that these ornaments were 
worn by the Roman tribune and his lady, who 
were slain when making their escape from the 
south gate of the city at the time of the general 
devastation. 

Mr. Mac Lauchlan has laid down a Roman 
road, extending from Housesteads, in a south-eaaterly dirertioo. 





to the 'Stanegate' or 'Causeway' at Grindon Hilt {Memoir, p- 
40). The writer had no difScnlty in tracing it as Mr. Hac 
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Lauchlan has deecribed it, from the vicioitj of Uobs Eennek 
farm-hoaB8 to Grindon Shields. Horaley was of opioion that 
aaotber bniDch road went in a south-westerly direction to join 
the 'Stan^ate' near Chesterhoho. The writer has sometimes, 
thought that he aaw traces of this road, partlcnlarlj at a place 
south of the present turnpike road, opposite the thirtieth mile- 
stone. After considerable examination, however, Mr. Mac Lanch- 
lan could not satisfy himself as to its existence, and therefore 
does not insert it. 

On leaving the station, the visitor will notice the junction 
of the Wall with the north-west angle of the station. Here, as. 




we saw was the case on the eastern side, the station is indepen- 
dent of the Wall. Some repairs have been made in this corner, 
and longitudinal stones with the feathered 'broaching' intro- 
duced. The wood-cnt represents it. The remains of suburban 
buildings will be observed outside the west gate of the station. 
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We now proceed on our journey westward. Those to whom 
it is an object to avoid fatigue will best consult their ease by 
proceeding along the Eoman military way, which will be easily 
found. All the field-gates are placed upon it. The gentle 
pilgrim does not need to be reminded how needful it is in a 
pastoral country to close the gates after him. This military 
way was in use as a public road not very long ago. The family 
-of Wright were hereditary carriers between Newcastle and 
Carlisle for more than one hundred years, and so continued till 
driven off the road by the railway. The representative of the 
famQy at the time the first edition of this book was prepared 
was tenant of the Housesteads farm. He stated that the 
tradition in the family was, that the traffic from east to west 
was originally conducted on pack-horses, and that the carriers, 
in the central part of their journey between Newcastle and 
Carlisle, were accustomed to resort to the Roman way. In 
certain parts of their journey they had to camp out all night, 
and one of their camping places was opposite 'Twice-brewed 
Ale,' a carriers' inn contemporaneous with the turnpike road, 
which is now abandoned as a plac3 of public entertainment. 

The walk along the cliffs is exceedingly beautiful, and the Wall 
for the most part is in excellent condition all the way to Hot 
Bank. The traveller will notice, too, that it differs in width in 
-different places, as is shown by the offsets and insets which 
occasionally occur. No doubt different gangs of workmen 
wrought simultaneoasly on different parts of the line, and the 
superintendent of each was allowed to exercise, within certain 
limits, his own judgment as to the width of the Wall. On the 
north face of the Wall the line is continuous. 

At the distance of two furlongs from Housesteads, and seven 
from the last that we noticed above Moss Kennels, is another 
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fflile-castle. It is plain from this and other examples, that the 
position of the mile-castles was not influenced by the contiguity 
of a station. At the time of the publication of the second 
edition of Ths Roman Wall^ this mile-castle was covered with 
turf. It was thus spoken of : — ' Its ruins are suflSiciently 
conspicuous to invite the use of the pickaxe and spade.' This 
attention it shortly afterwards received, by the late Mr. Clayton's 
direction, and it forms an interesting object of study. The 
castle has adapted itself to the rocky site on which it has been 
placed, which is very uneven— dipping chiefly to the north. 
The great Wall forms the north wall of the castle, and stands 
fourteen courses, or nine feet six inches, high. This is the 
finest specimen remaining on the whole line. The castle itself 
measures, on the inside, fifty-seven feet seven inches from west 
to east, and forty-nine feet seven inches from north to south. 
The thickness of the east and west walls of the castle is nine feet. 
The thickness of the Wall at the north gateway — and it always 
assumes additional width at the gateways — is not less than ten 
feet. The southern angles of the castle are rounded exteriorly, 
but are square in the inside. It will be noticed, that in building 
the walls of the castle, occasional courses of thin sandstone slabs 
have been used for bonding, very much in the way that tiles are 
in the Roman structures of southern Britain. An inspection of 
the south-east comer will show that this angle has been built 
before the contiguous parts, and that it formed a sort of buttress 
for the adjacent walls to rest against. The same arrangement 
will be noticed on both sides of the jambs of the north gate- 
way, to which we may now give our attention. This gateway is 
obviously of two periods. The original portal is of most sub- 
stantial masonry, and has an opening ten feet wide. It has been 
spanned by an arch. The springers of the arch are in position, 

12 
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and several of the arch-stones lie upon the ground. Unfor- 
tunately one of these was broken up before its use was known, (m- 
the whole arch might have been restored. Each stone has a luis 
hole in it, which is so placed as to facilitate the bringing of the 
inner edge of the stone into its proper place in the arch. The 
height of the gate, from the floor to the impost of the arch, is 8 
little under six feet. At some period subsequent to its original 
construction, the width of this gateway has been reduced to three 
feet nine inches. The floor of this new gateway is three feet six 
inches above the sill of the original. In order to understand 
these arrangements, we must now revert to the facts which were 
revealed at the time of the excavation. On digging down to the 
foundations of the casteUum^ on the inside of the north wall, a 
number of masons' chippings and a mason's chisel were dis- 
covered. Upon the chippings, in the neighbourhood of the walls, 
had been laid a flooring of rough flags. These flags, however, 
were much broken, and some of the fragments were forced into 
an almost vertical position, all indicating that the walls of the 
building had. been forcibly thrown down. Immediately above 
the flags was found a quantity of finely comminuted charcoal, as 
if the sheds or barrack-rooms, which probably were placed against 
the main walls of the building, had been destroyed by fire. The 
ashes were not found in the centre of the area. At this level 
were discovered an axe and a knife, resembling those carved on 
altars. Above the mass of stones, mortar, and rubbish, a second 
floor and a second series of buildings connected with the main 
walls were found. It is thus evident that the building had more 
than once suffered from the devastations of the enemy, and that 
each time when the repairs were effected a large part of the 
ruined matter had been allowed to remain (see p. 90). The north 
door had probably been diminished in size late in the era of 
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Boman occupation. To show the height of the secood fioor, the 
part in front of the north gateway has been left uoexcavated. 

The south gateway ie in a ruinons state, bnt it has evidently 
been diminished in width as well as the other. The masonry of 
the repairs is quite Roman in its character. In conducting the 
excBvations, numeroua fragments of Samian ware were fonnd. 
A fri^ment of a vase had the word dedico scratched upon it. 
Some roofing-tiles and slabs were found, as well as some coins of 




Hadrian and Antoninus Pius. The most valuable relic, however, 
was a portion of a tablet containing a record of the seoond l^ion, 
and of Hadrian's legate, Aulus Platorius Nepos (see p. 116). 
When complete, it was no doubt the same as those found in the 
next two casUUa to which reference will immediately be made. 
This stone, which had formed part of the flooring of the renovated 
Btnicture, is much worn. On the inside of the east wall of the 
ca»teUum, near the eonth-east angle, is a small recess, which, when 
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first opened, was black vith soot &nd charcoal-dust. It haa do 
doubt been a fire-place, but it haa no chimney. 

The hill rising from the opening, which we meet with on 
the west side of this mile-castle, is called Cuddy's Crag. The 
next openii^ is called the Rapishaw Gap. The view on the 
preceding page is from the western side of this gap, looking 
eastward. 

Our course now lies over an eminence, which leads us down to 
Hot Bank. The wood-cut illustration here given shows us the 




genera] aspect of the Wall in this part of its course. The view 
from the summit is very extensive and fine. All the four loughs, 
Broomiee, Greenlee, Crag, and Grindon, are in sight. Not far 
from the western raai^in of Greenlee Lough is Bonnyrig, a 
fihooting-box belongii^ to Sir Edward Blackett, Bart. The 
aspect of the cr^a in this vicinity will be viewed with interest, 
the waste to the north-east are the Simonside Hills, 
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and beyond them is the Cheviot range. The heather-clad hill 
immediately to the south of us is Borcum, now called Barcombe, 
from which the Romans procured much of their stone, and from 
which the name of the station of BoRCOVicus is no doubt 
derived. The defile leading by its western flank to the South 
Tyne will be noticed, and the propriety of guarding it by a 
stationary camp perceived. The platform of the station of 
ViNDOLANA may be distinguished by its peculiarly verdant 
surface. On the south side of the Tyne, Langley Castle may 
be noticed near the angle of a large plantation ; beyond it are 
the chimneys of the smelt-mills. The valley of the river Allen 
is seen joining that of the Tyne ; and a little above the 
confluence of the two rivers, the ruins of Staward Pele on the 
east side of the former river, may be discerned. Near the top 
of the ruin is a Roman altar used as a walling stone. In the 
distance, to the south-west of us, are the lofty summits of Cross- 
fell, Skiddaw, and Saddleback. 

The farm-house of Bradley stands on the tail of the crag 
on which we now are. Built up in the doorway of the old 
kitchen, was one-half of the Hadrian slab, which will pre- 
sently be noticed ; it had, no doubt, been brought at an early 
period from the neighbouring mile-castle of Milking Gap. On 
the other side of the modem military road stands a farm-house, 
dignified by the name of Bradley Hall. It was once a place of 
importance, and even now the foundations of considerable 
buildings may be traced. It appears that Edward I. rested here 
for a few days in September, 1306, on his last journey to 
Scotland. The king's health was evidently breaking up at the 
time. He made his journey from Newcastle to Lanercost, where 
he spent the winter, in short stages. The route which he 
pursued, Newburgh, Bradley, Henshaw, Haltwhistle, Melkridge, 
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Blenkmsop, and Thirlwall would almost indnce ua to suppose 
that he had on his joumej availed himself of the roads eon- 
3truct«d by the Romans in connection with the Wall. (Arch. 
Jomnal vol iiv p 268 ) 

Paesmg onward, Crag Longh cornea fully into view. It 
adds greatly to the beauty of this wild and interesting region. 



Tl^e water-hen bnilda extensively amongst the reeds at its 
wwteru extremity ; and flocks of wild ducks are often seen 
skimming its surface. We now descend into the valley of the 
MiUdng Qap. There are distinct traces of a mile-cufitle in the 
defile. In its ruins was found the inscribed stone opposite ;' 
the left hand portion of which is now in the Chapter Library at 
Durham, the right in the Black Gate Mi^eum at Ifewcastle 
(page 61). The reading and translation of this important in- 
scription h^ already been given. The wall having descended 
into the bottom of the defile, bends at a sharp angle to take the 
s Bbomi on p. 116. It wis 
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asrent of the opposite hiU Its cootBe is well marked by the 
fosse which accompsDied it on its north side. The fami-hooBe 
of Hot Bank is a sonny spot in the memorj of many pilgmns, 




not a few having here received mnoh kind attention at the 
hands of the late Mr. Clajrton, to whom the farm belonged, and 
Mb tenant. But changes come over all things. The fanner is 
no longer personally reeident at Hot Bank. Notwithstanding, 
the visitor is requested to insert his name in the book that is 
preserved here, in which mauy bravellers along the line of the 
Wall have left a proof of their interest in the great historical 
etrnctuie. The weary pilgrim may also obtain quarters for the 
night. 

Ckesterholm. 
We may now forsake the Wall for a httle, in order to pay a 
visit to the station of Vinbolana, the modem Chesterholm. 
It is abont a mile dne south from Hot Bank. A bridle road by 
the side of the bum ntnoing out of Crag [lOugh takes us down to 
the military road. Before crossing the Yallnm, some circles and 
other inclosnres, formed of whinstones, are seen on the right 
hand. They are probably relics of the Ancient Britons. The 
Tallnm ma^es two rapid curves in this neighbourhood, assuming 
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sometliiDg like the form of the letter S, apparently to avoid the 
contigaons marsh ; this is best seen from the heights. Crossing 
the turnpike road, we pass two old cottages, and a farm-house 
bearing the name of High Shields, and then descend into the 
vallej. It is not improbable that the road we tread upon is the 
remains of a Roman one. Before coming to the station, a large 
barrow, possibly the bnrial-place of some British chief, may be 
noticed. On the south side of it is a Roman mile-stone, standing 
in its original position. This mile-stone stands upon a line of road 
called the Stanegate (see p. 30), which extended from Ciluknum 
to Magna, and which probably went farther in both directions. 
The position of both of these stations, and of that also of Vindo- 
LANA, warrant the supposition that they were planted by Agricola. 
The road which connected them would not be altogether disused 
after the Wall was built. Another mile-stone stood, some years 
ago, to the west of this; but it was broken up for gate-posts. This, 
Horsley tells us, had on it the remarkable inscription, in large 
coarse letters, bono heipvblicae xato, which was intended as 
a compliment to the emperor then reigning. The farm-house 
near the standing mile-stone is called Coadley-gate. At Crindle- 
dykes, a mile to the east of Chesterholm, also by the cide of the 
Stanegate, was found a number of mile-stones bearing the names 
of different emperors, ending with Constantine the Great. They 
are now at Chesters. 

The station stands advantageously. Though it occupies an 
elevated platform, it is sheltered by an amphitheatre of hills, 
and is naturally protected on every side but the west. The 
walls, ditches, and gateways, though in a dilapidated condition, 
and covered with turf, may be easily made out. It has an area 
of three acres and a quarter. To the west of the station are the 
ruins, now nearly obliterated, of an extensive building, which has 
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been fnmished with hypocauBts. The pillars long retained the 
marks of fire and soot, which gave rise to the popular belief that 
a colony of fairies had here established themselves, and that this 
was their kitchen. To the west of this ruin is a aeries of gutter- 
stones (some of which have been laid bare), by means of which 
water has been brought fram a neighbouring spring. 

The ornamental cott^e in the yalle; was built by the late 
Rev. Anthony Hedley, an earnest and able antiquary, as a 




residence for hun^lf He got a death dull whilst watching the 
digging np of some urns in the station With the esception of 
the c|iioin8 and Imtels it ifi constructed of stones chiselled by 
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Roman hands. Some valnable antiquities were discovered here 
hy Mr. Hedley, moat of which have been removed to Chesters. 
An altar to Jupiter hae been already described (aee p. 107). 
Another ia figured in the precedii^ wood-cnt. The KotUia piacee 




the prefect of the fourth cohort of Gauls at Vindolaha. Ab 
this and the altar alreadj given were erected by prefects of this 
cohort we may fairly conclude that Chesterholm was the Vindo- 




LANA. of the Romans. On each side of the foctts' on the top of 

the altar ia a volute, which probably representa the fagot fa 

burning the offering, the 'horns' of the altar. On the aides of 

■ Fiievi, the hearth or place where the oSeriag was burnt. 
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the altar are representalions of the implements used in eacrifioe. 
On the one Bide are aa axe, a knife, and the victim itoelf, an ox ; 
OD the other the jng for holding the wine and the patera or diafa 
for laying the offering on the focae. The traDslation is as 
follows: — Sacred to the Genius of the Praetorinm. Pitaanina 
Secandne the Prefect of the fourth cohort of Gauls [erected this]. 

In the wrIIb of the covered passage leading from the kitchen 
of the'cottage to the born-side, several Roman stones have been 
bailt up. Amongst them is one in which the pivot of one of the 
gates has been inserted; several coping-stones (Fig. 1, opposite); 
a fragment of an inscription to Hadrian (Fig. S) ; a atone re- 
cording the nwne of the twentieth l^ion, which was styled the 
Valerian and the Victorious, and whose badge was a boar (F^. 3) ; 
vith several others. In the front wall of the house is a triangnlar 
Btone (Fig. 4), on which are carved a cockatrice, a globe, a 
crescent, a cross, and, at the top, a small circular knob, which 
Uodgaott terma 'The umbilicated moon,' by othera to be of 
tinoetic origin. The sculpture is supposed by some to have 
reference to the mysteriea of Mithraic worship. It was found in , 
the farm-house of Low Foggeriah. Here 
also is a figure of Mercury, which is shown 
in the wood-cut) and one or two other 
fragmentary inscriptions. An early Chris- 
tian inacription discovered here is now at 
Chegters. 

The stream which flows out of Crag 
Lough ia joined near the mile-stone by 
another from Winahielda, when the united rivulets take the 
name of the Chineley Bum, which mna into the South Tyne at 
Bardon Mill. 

Should it be a clear day and the traveller has time, he will 
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do well to aacend the hill of Barcombe. From the top, an 
excellent view is obtained of the line of mural fortification. 
Some of the Roman qnarries 
will be noticed. In one of 
them near ' the Ijong- 
Btone,' a small copper vessel 
was found in 1835, carefuUy 
deposited beneath the stone- 
chippings. The wood-cnt 
shows the form of this 
bronze purse ; which was 
no doubt Worn upon the 
arm. It contained sixty 
three coina, which seem to have been wrapped up in a piece 
of leather ; part of which remaJDed. Three of the eoin& are 
of gold ; the rest are of silver. The aurei belong to the 
reigns of Claudius, Nero, and Vespasian. Of the dmarii, 
nine are consular ; the others are imperial, extending from the 
time of Nero to that of Hadrian. No less than seventeen of 
them are coins of Trajan ; four belong to the time of Hadrian, 
As the coina of Trajan are more numerous than those of any 
other, and as his coins and those of Hadrian are in excellent 
preservation, the conclusion is natural that this deposit of coins 
was made early in Hadrian's reign. This inference strongly 
favours the idea that Hadrian 
did not content himself with 
casting up an earthen mound, 
but that he wrought quarries 
and built the Wall. In order 
to show the excellent preservation of the coins of Hadrian, a 
wood-cut of one of them is here introduced. This collectimi of 
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(Joins, together with the curious bronze purse figured on the pre- 
ceding page, is now in the possession of Mr. Clayton at Chesters. 

This hill-top has another object of interest for the antiquary. 
A little to the east of the Long-stone, and on a platform which 
though it is a little below the summit, commands a view of the 
mural ridge from Sewingshields to the Nine Nicks of Thirlwall, 
is an ancient camp, of the kind usually ascribed to the aboriginal 
Britons. Its ramparts, which are tolerably complete, will be 
examined with interest. On its northern edge is a series of 
circular cavities, probably the lower portions of concealed huts. 
From these hiding-places the occupants have no doubt often 
watched their enemy. 

Bardon Mill, one 'of the stations on the Newcastle and 
Carlisle Railway, is about two miles from Housesteads and Hot 
Bank, and about one mile to the south of Chesterholm. 

On the other side of the river Tyne, opposite to Bardon Mill 
and about a mile from it, is the medieval stronghold of Willi- 
moteswyke, which is believed to have oeen the birth-place of 
Nicholas Ridley, the martyr. 

Returning to Milking Gap, we now resume our companion- 
ship with the Wall. The cliflPs along which we walk, and the 
lake below, are interesting objects of contemplation. A number 
of goats, in a half -wild state, used to frequent these crags, adding 
to their romantic aspect, but they have been destroyed. 

Pursuing our course westward, we soon arrive at a conspicuous 
gap on the Steel Rig grounds. The Wall on its eastern declivity 
imay be studied to great advantage. Owing to the rapid dip of 
the hill, the stones are laid parallel with the horizon. The mode 
of forming the interior of the Wall will be noticed. After 
pla<;ing a course of rubble-stones, in a slanting position, a layer 
of mortar has been laid upon the top of them, and then another 
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coarse of Bbonee. The Wall soon ascends a hill to the west of 
the Steel Big, and after turning sharply to the north, ahnost 
immedjately descends again ioto the gap called the Caatle Nick. 
This name is no doubt derived from the eastellum here, and 
which was, in 1854. freed from its eDcomberii^ rubbish by the 
late Mr. Clayton, The wood-cut shows its present appearance, 
aa viewed from the west. Crag Lough and Hot Bant are seen 
in the distance. The walls of this mile-castle, which are seven 
feet thick, are in excellent preservation, having sis or seven 




courses of stone standing. The castle measures fifty feet from 
east to west, and sixty-two feet from north to south, inside 
measurement. The gateways do not present the usual massive 
mafioniy ; they have doubtless been altered since their originsi 
construction. The rubbish which encumbered the site impressed 
the excavators with the idea that the walls of the building had 
been purposely thrown down. The chief peculiarity about this 
castle is, that the foundations of the interior apartments of the 
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building still remain, on its weetem side. These erections have 
been quite independent of the main walls of the castle, and have 
l)een more mdely constructed. In front of this mUe-castle are 
some groupe of boulder stones which have possibly been used by 
the indent Britons in the formation of their habitations. Here, 
too, the stmcture of the Eoman military way may be studied to 
advantage. The important slab given in page 116, bearing an 
inscription to Hadrian was, there is reason to believe, derived 
from this castle. It was long in the possession of Mr. Lowes, 
of Ridley Hall, who waa at the time of its discovery the owner 
of the Castle Nick.* It is now in the musenm of the Society of 
Antiquaries of Newcastle. 

A httle farther on, another depression in the mural ridge 
cUled the Cats' Stairs, is reached. The view here gi^'en is- 




taken from the north side of it. Should the pilgrim wish to 

have a view of the cr^;B along which the Wall runs, he would 

do well to go down the Cats' Stairs, and walk along the plain to- 

* Arekaeologia Aeliana, ya\. iv. p. 273, 0.8 
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the north of the Wall as far as the next gap, which is the great 
defile at Peel Crag, where the basaltic columns rise in pillared 
majesty. 

As the gap at Peel Crag is wider than nsnal, special pre- 
cautions have been taken to defend it. On both sides of the 
pass, the Wall bends sharply to the south ; this has the double 
effect of narrowing the gorge, and exposing an enemy to a 
flanlring fire within half a bowshot on both sides. It is not 
unlikely that the low ground north of the Wall was a swamp 
in the days of the Romans. The road which passes through 
the defile leads to Kielder, and so into Scotland ; in its progress 
northwards it soon degenerated into a mere track. 

In the valley by the side of the military road is a farm- 
house, which once was an inn known as 'The Twice-brewed.' 
Before the construction of the Newcastle and Carlisle railway, 
it was much frequented by the carriers who conducted the 
traffic between the eastern and western sides of the Island. 
As many as twenty men and fifty horses used to be put up here 
•on a carriers' night. It is now a lonely farm-house. Hutton 
lodged here for a night, and he gives us an amusing account of 
the proceedings of his fellow travellers, the carriers. He says 
he bad great difficulty in getting a separate bed, having no 
wish to share a couch with one or more carters ; and when he 
saw them at supper, he came to the conclusion that there were 
no barricades in their throats, and that eating was the chief end 
of man. A Little to the westward of this, we come to a small 
inn now having the name 'of 'Twice-brewed,' where simple 
refreshments can be obtained. 

We now return to the Wall. On the western side of Peel 
Crag, sheltered by a few trees, there formerly stood the fann- 
liouse of Steel Rig. It is now removed. Here the Wall loses 
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the basaltic ridge, and runs along a stratum of sandstone. The 
Wall at first is in bad condition, but the fosse, with a rampart 
on its outer margin, is boldly developed. The crags shortly 
reappear, and the ditch again ceases. Before reaching the top 
of Winshields — just where the fosse ceases — a mile-castle is met 
with ; it is about eight furlongs from that at Castle Nick. 
Winshields is 1,230 feet above the level of the sea. This is the 
highest point of the Wall. The prospect from this elevation is 
very extensive in every direction. On a clear day the vessels 
navigating the Solway can easily be descried. Bumswark and 
Criffell, well-known heights in Dumfriesshire, come into view. 

Proceeding onwards from this point, we find the Wall in 
an encouraging state of preservation. A little friendly help 
has been used to make the facing-stones on each side equal the 
height of the core of the interior. *At about a furlong west of 
the top of Whinshields, and about eighty yards south of the 
Wall, is a sheltered spot, called Green Slack, in which are some 
foundations, apparently sites of ancient [British] residences; 
thence crossing a deep valley, called Lodham Slack, where the 
Wall requires its ditch again, we gain a summit, where are traces 
of [Ancient British] encampments, close to the Wall.' (Mac 
Lanchlan's Memoir^ p. 44.) A gentle descent now brings us to 
a spot called Shield-on-the-Wall, where once was a thatched 
cottage, now removed. It represented the site of a mile-castle, 
and was composed of its materials. Haltwhistle is, as the crow 
flies, two miles and a half distant from this point. 

Nearly due south from Shield-on-the-Wall, is a large stone 
lying on the edge of the south agger of the Vallum, which Mr. 
Mac Lauchlan thinks *has the appearance of having been a 
cromlech, one of the supporters being still under it in a broken 
state.' {Memoir^ p. 44.) 

13 
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We next oome to a gap of bold proportions, having the 
ominons name of Bogle Hole. The next gap is Caw Gap. A 
cattle shed, formed ont of a mined cottage, stands in it. The 
extreme jealonsj with which the Romans defended an exposed 
situation is well shown here ; the fosse which gaards the pass 
through the low ground is discontinued on the western side as 
soon as the crag attains a sufficient elevation, but when again 
the ground droops, though only for the space of a few yards, it 
reappears for that short distance. A road passes through this 
gap, north and south. Northwards is a solitary house, called 
Bum Deviot, which was long the resort of smugglers and sheep 
stealers. Lights, as the shepherds believe, are still to be seen afc 
night flickering about «the windows, the spirits of those who 
have been murdered in it. After passing Caw Gap, the Wall is 
for some distance nearly uprooted. To the south of us two large 
stones are seen standing. They are called ^The Mare and Foal.' 
In Armstrong's Map of Northumberland three are marked. 
They are probably remains of a Druidical circle. Proceeding 
onwards, we come to a part of the Wall where it diminishes in 
thickness one foot at a single step. The cliffe once more begin 
to assume a high elevation and to present the columnar form ; 
the Vallum is well developed. Passing Bloody Gap, and another 
gap called Thorny Doors, we find the Wall once more in an 
excellent state of preservation, and it continues so for a consider- 
able distance. The farm-house to the north is called Cawfields. 
In the next gap, named by the peripatetic party of 1849 the 
Pilgrims' Gap, is a nule-castle of great interest. It was excavated 
by the late Mr. Clayton in 1848, and was the first of these 
stractures to be exposed by this gentleman for the benefit of the 
antiquary.* It measures sixty-three feet from east to west, and 

* Arch. Adiana^ vol. iv. p. 54, O.S. 
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forty-nine from north to aouth, inside meaBBrement, Its walls 
have seven or eight coursee of stone standing, and they are eight 
feet thick. The massive masonry of both northern and sonthern 
gates may be studied with advantage. They have an opening 
ten feet wide. The pivot-holes of the gates remain. At each 
side of the entrance there is a recess in the wall for receiving the 
gate when thrown back. Two inscribed atones were found in this 
castle. One of them is an old monumental stone, which has 
evidently been converted into a hearth-stone. What remaina of 
the inscription has been thus translated : — 'To the divine shades, 
Pnsinna erected this tablet to the memory of her husband, 
Dagvaldns, a soldier of Pannonia ; he hved . years ' The 
other is a fragment of an inscription to 
Hadrian, in all respects similar to the 
important one already referred to in p. 115 
It is here shown. South of this castle, on 
the Roman military way, two mile-stones 
have been fonnd ; on one of them the 
name of Hadrian is probably inscribed, the 
other bears an inscription to Severn s 
Alexander. South of the Vsllnm wah 
fonnd, some years ago, an altar to Apollo 
These objects are preserved at Chesters 
ii. 211.) 

A road leads from the vicinity of the mile-castle to the town 
of Haltwhistle, in the sheltered valley of the Sonth Tyne, 
whither, should the shades of evening be approaching, the way- 
worn antiqnary may be glad to bend his step" Between the 
load and the small stream to the right, just before reaching 
the modem military road, an important Roman camp will be 
observed. On the sides which are most exposed, double and 
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triple lines of earth-works have been raised. It has no dc(ubt 
been occupied during the construction of the Wall. A quarry by 
the bum-side was used by the Romans. The late Mr. Clayton, 
in 1847, discovered on the face of it the letters leg. vi. v. ; 
but the inscription was soon afterwards obliterated by the 
quarrymen. 

Rejoining the Wall at Cawfields mile-castle and proceeding 
on our course we soon reach Haltwhistle Bum. It is derived 
from the overflowing of Grreenlee Lough. Between its source 
and the Wall, it is called Caw Bum. 

Westward of the Burn-head farm-house the fosse is boldly 
developed, but the Wall is for the most part traceable only in 
the ruins of its foundation. * About mid-way between the water 
and the station of Aesica are traces of a building about the size 
of the mile-castles, but, unlike them, it is partly within and 
partly without the Wall. Its distance from the last is only 
about four furlongs.' (Mac Lauchlan's Memoir^ p. 44.) Hence 
it remains a question whether it be a mile-castle or not. Under 
any circumstances, it is in bad condition. 

Great Chesters. 

Aesica, or Great Chesters, is the tenth stationary camp on 
the line of the Wall. It incloses an area of about three acres. 
The second cohort of the Asturians was stationed here. The 
stamp on the following fragment of a roofing-tile, as well as 
some lapidary inscriptions, confirm the NotiUa in this respect. 
In Gordon's day some of the walls of the station were standing 
twelve or thirteen feet high ; at present all that can be said 
is, that the ramparts and fosse are clearly defiined. Two or 
more ramparts of earth seem to have given additional security 
to the western side, which is naturally the weakest. A con- 
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dderable portion of the south rampart of the camp was 
nncovered in the summer of 1894. An angle turret, Uke that at 
CiLUBNUU, was discovered, ae was also the west guard chamber 



^^f^ 




of the south gateway About three feet below the soil in this 
^ard chamber there was exh med a hoard of {,old and silver- 
plated yi&wfcw (of unusual design and size), a necklet an ibraxas- 
intaglio (evidence m addition to the Christian sepulchral stone 
to Brigomaglos discovered near Chesterholm," of the prevalence 
of Christianity amongst the Romans and Romano-Britons), scale 
armour, and other objects. The gold-plated fibula of Keltic 
design, and also the little Gnostic gem, are shown 
in the illustrations on the following page and here. 
The southern gateway is nearer the eastern than the 
western side. The east gate may be discerned, but 
no satisfactory traces of the west remain. In the 
centre of the camp is a vaulted chamber, which reminds us of a 
somewhat similar structure in CiLURNUM. It was cleared out in the 
Buminer of 1894. To the south and east of the station are traces 
of suburban buildings. At some distance down the hill are the 
• Areh. Ad., liii,, 367. 
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remains of a hfpocaust ; time and the tread of cattle have damped 
it much of late years. An ancient road leads from the Bonthern 
gateway of the station to the *Stanegate.' In the flat ground 
south of the station, and in the near neighbourhood of 
tbe "Vallum, are traces of some barrows 
imi; ciicular and quadrilateral inclo- 
Iri this ricinity stood Walltown Mill, 
the burying-graund of the station 
I stL-iiis to hfn'e been. Brand observed here 
ivenil remarkable barrows, which are now 
scarcely visible. He was shown some of the 
graves whiuU had been opened. 

The peculiar featnre of this station is the 
wdter-coui-SL- which is to be found to the 
north of it. Dr. Lingard 
knew of it ; in his MS. 
notes he says ; "The water 
for the station was bronght 
by a windii^ aqneduct, still 
visible, from the head of 
Haltwhistle Bnm; it winds 
five miles.' But from Dr. Lingard's time to the publication 
of The Roman Wall, it seems to have been lost sight of. The 
water-course consists of a channel three or four feet deep, 
and proportionately wide, cat in the sides of the nnmerona 
little hills which stud the plain north of the Wall. In order 
to preserve the water-level, a most circuitous course is taken, 
but so efTectnally is this done, that only once has it been 
necessary to resort to a bridge or embankment. This bridge is 
now gone, but the place has the name of Benks Bridge. The 
whole length of the aqueduct is six miles ; the distance in a 
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straight line is a little more than two miles and a quarter. By 
this means the water of the Caw Bum was brought within a 
short distanoe of the station. Within about three hundred and 
fifty yards of the station the aqueduct is lost sight of. Owing to 
the nature of the level, the water could only be brought over 
this part of its course by means of an artificial embankment ; 
this, if ever it existed, is now entirely removed. It may surprise 
the reader to find the means of supplying so important an ele- 
ment as water placed on the north of the Wall. The truth is, 
that the Komans by no means gave up the district beyond the 
Wall to the enemy. An aqueduct within sight of Aesica was 
perfectly safe when the Jorces of Rome were vigorously handled. 
An accurate plan of this remarkable aqueduct, from a survey 
specially made, is given in the first edition of the author's book 
on The Roman Wall 

Shortly after leaving Aesica, the crags again appear, and 
the Wall ascends the heights. For some distance little more 
than the foundation courses remain in position. The fosse, 
which at first is distinct, is soon discontinued. Soon after 
passing Cockmount Hill farm-house, we meet with a long and 
very encouraging tract of the Wall. Its north face exhibits 
six and seven courses of facing-stones, and in some places as 
many as nine ; the south face is broken. Before coming to 
AUalee farm-house, the ruins of a mile-castle, very distinctly 
marked, are met with, at the distance of seven furlongs and a 
quarter from Aesica. Opposite the farm-house the Wall is 
reduced to a pitiable condition, and it continues so until after 
passing Walltown. Two centurial stones have been built into 
the front of the wall of the farm-house ; they are both much 
weathered. One seems to read 3 valeri[i] veri ; the other, 
* 3 MARiDi. About three furlongs beyond the mile-castle we reach 
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Mucklebank Orag, the highest of the Nine Nicks of Thirlwall. 
It is 860 feet above the sea. The view is very extensive. In 
addition to the objects aheady named, the viaduct of the 
Alston railway forms a pleasing feature in the landscape. The 
defile of Walltown Orags is a wide one. The fosse of the Wall 
is, as is usual in similar situations, strong. One of the turrets 
of the Wall was uncovered on the east side of the defile a year 
or two ago by the Newcastle Society of Antiquaries. It is 
situated where the Wall makes a right-angled turn, the north 
and west sides of the turret being recessed into the Wall. 

At Walltown several objects attract our attention. Nearest 
to the Wall is a spring, surrounded by masonry, now much dis- 
ordered, called the King's Well ; the present inhabitants call it 
King Arthur's Well. Other accounts are given of it. Hutchinson 
says : * Travellers are shown a well among the clifiPs, where it is 
said Paulinus baptized King Egbert ; but it is more probable it 
was Edwin, King of Northumberland.' The well has no doubt 
been a place of historical interest and importance, but, unhappily, 
modern drainage has about taken its water away. Another 
interesting circumstance is connected with this locality. In the 
crevices of the whin rock near the house chives grow abundantly. 
The general opinion is, that we are indebted for these plants to 
the Romans, who were much addicted to the use of these and 
kindred savoury vegetables. Most of the early writers refer to 
this subject ; let the reader take a passage from Camden : — 'The 
fabulous tales of the common people concerning this Wall, I doe 
wittingly and willingly overpasse. Yet this one thing which I 
was enformed of by men of good credit, I will not conceale 
from the reader. There continueth a settled perswasion among 
a great part of the people thereabout, and the same received by 
tradition, that the Roman soldiers of the marches did plant here ' 
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every where in old time for their use certaine medicinable hearbs, 
for to cure wounds : whence is it that some emperick practitioners 
of chirurgery in Scotland, flock hither every year in the beginning 
of summer, to gather such simples and wound-herbes ; the vertue 
whereof they highly commend as found by long experience, and 
to be of singular efficacy.' (Phil. Holland's translation, p. 795.) 
Another point of interest here is the site of the tower of Wall- 
towD, the inheritance of John Ridley, the brother of the martyr. 
The present farm-house is a modem erection. Only a frs^ment 
of the old castellated building remained in Wallis's time ; even 
this is now gone. Mr. Mac Lauchlan discerned * Faint traces of 
tower' to the north-west of the present house. The old village 
of Walltown, which hung on the sunny slope near the tower, has 
also passed away. (See Hodgson's Northd, 11. iii. p. 324.) 
To the east of Walltown House, on a small hill covered with fir 
trees, is an ancient camp, which reminds us of that on Castle 
Hill, Haltwhistle. 

Leaving the valley, we climb a steep ascent, which soon brings 
us to the site of another mile castle. Hutton says : ' I found the 
ascent so difficult that I was sometimes obliged to crawl on all 
fours.' This is a most interesting and peculiar part of the line. 
The mural ridge, divided by frequent breaks into as many isolated 
peaks, gives rise to the denomination of the Nine Nicks of Thirl- 
wall. The Wall climbs and descends the little hills unflinchingly, 
and adapts itself with strange pertinacity to the ragged edges of 
the basaltic line: Its northern face occasionally shows a well- 
preserved specimen of the structure. 

Sir Walter Scott, who was familiar with this part of the Wall, 
probably here penned the lines : — 
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To A Lady with Flowebs fbom the Roman Wall. 

Take these flowers, which purple waving, 

On the ruined rampart grew, 
Where, the sons of freedom braving 

Rome's imperial standards flew. 

Warriors from the breach of danger 

Pluck no longer laurels there : 
They but yield the passing stranger 

Wild-flower wreaths for beauty's hair. 

The lady to whom these lines were addressed was doubtless the 
personage who in due time became Lady Scott. 

At length the cliffs, which extend in a nearly unbroken series 
from Sewingshields to Caervoran, sink into a plain, and the 
fertility and beauty of a well-cultivated country reappear. 

For some time past the Nine Nicks of Thirlwall have 
been specially interesting to the students of the Eoman Wall. 
In the autumn of 1883 a turret was discovered and laid bare on 
the westernmost height of these crags. It was, like the others 
we have seen, let into the "Wall to the extent of between two and 
three feet. Its interior area was thirteen feet by about twelve. 
The WaU which formed the north wall of the turret was nine 
courses of stone high. Its north-west comer was damaged when 
the writer's attention was first called to it; the quarrymen 
having removed the foundation of this part of it, some stones 
had fallen. This turret and a considerable portion of the Wall 
have been destroyed by the Greenhead Quarry Co., during their 
quarrying operations, though a hope was expressed that the 
turret would be preserved. Not so, however; this priceless 
memorial of our country's early history has been utterly destroyed. 
The discovery of this turret led to the inquiry as to whether there 
might not be some others to the east of it. A little to the west 
of Walltown are the remains of another turret similar in every 
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respect to that destroyed during the quarrying operations, the 
side and ba4:k walla are in good condition, the front vail is in 

Caervoran. 

Caervoran is the Magna of the Notitia, where the second 
cohort of the Dahnatians was stationed. An inscription found 
nmr Thirlwall Castle corroborates this statement." The station 
is a httle more than two and a half miles from Great Cheaters, 
and it contains an area of three acres and a half. Its position is 
particularly strong. It is to the sonth both of Vallum and Wall, 
havii^ probably been erected before them, by Agricola, in order 
to command the valley of the Tipalt. The numerous sharp turns 
which the Vallum makes to avoid the bog on the north of 
Ihe station, are inimical to Horsley's idea that the north agger 
of the Vallum was Agricola's military way. The interior of the 
station has, in recent times, been subjected to the plough ; before 
this its ruins were stately. Stukeley says, 'There n 
of housea and buildings all over, within and 
without.' The outline of the station, which | 
IB to the west of the farm-house, n 
thongh with difficulty, be made out ; some I 
portions of the north rampart remain, and 
the north fosse is distinct. ^Numerous me- 
morials of Roman days are to be seen in the 
farm-house, on the garden wall, and other J 
parts of the premises. In the house are two V 
small altars inscribed to the local g 
BELATVCADEE, one of which is here sho 
The Stanegate, or direct Roman way, came 
10 front of the station, and the Maiden Way, after traversing the 
• It is No. 316 in the Lapidarium Septentrionalt. 




THIBLWALL CASTLE. 



waetes of Staiiimoor and AUton, came up to its Eonth-east angle. 
With Mr. Mac Lauchlan'a Survey in hand, the coarse of these 
roads maj yet be traced. 

The north fosse between Caei'voran and Tliirlwall Castle, is 
particularly well developed; the lines of the Vallum, running 
parallel with the Wall, may also 
be traced in their course to the 
little river Tipalt, In an out- 
house at Hohnhead a RcHuan 
inscribed atone is inserted. It 
may pnzzle the uninitiated, in 
consequence of its being placed upside down. It reads civitas 
DVMNONi. The wood cut shows it The Dumnonii were a 
British tribe occupying Devonshire Cornwall and part of 
Somersetshire, Thi. castle of Thirlwall has some interestmg 







features. The wood-cut here given represents its general aspect 
as it was a few years ago. It is entirely built of Wall stones. 
It is generally stated that Thirhvall derives its name from 
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the fact that here the Caledonians first thirled or threw down 
the Wall, Thirl'ian is an Anglo-Saxon word, signifying to 
penetrate. Whatever truth there may be in this etymology, 
it is certain that this is the weakest part of the Wall. 

Not far from Thirlwall Castle is the village of Glenwhelt. 
This name has a thoroughly Celtic sound. Mr. Mac Lauchlan 
says : ' It is possibly British, from Olynriy a valley ; and whelt^ 
darkness ; an appropriate name, from the precipitous nature of 
the ground.' {Memoir^ p. 49.) In a stone fence, near what was 
the inn of the village, is a much weathered bust that no doubt 
once adorned the Roman camp. 

The railway station of Greenhead is close to Glenwhelt. 

From the Tip alt to the Eden. 

No traces of the Wall and Vallum remain in the flat 
between Thirlwall Castle and the railway, but both appear on 
the bank to the left of the railway. 

Before pursuing his journey farther, the traveller, if he have 
time at his command, had better examine a camp and the 
military way (Stanegate), which he will find to the south of the 
lines, and very near the railway station. *The form of the 
camp is a rectangular parallelogram, having its east and west 
sides about 165 yards, and its north and south 88, giving an 
area of about three acres. It appears to have been an earth-work 
only, now nearly destroyed, except the east part of the north 
front ; its entrances, and the whole outline, however, are visible. 
Each of the gates has had a straight traverse in front, together 
with that peculiar semicircular flexure of the rampart opposite 
the gateway, so frequently noticed in camps on the line of the 
Watling Street, and supposed by some persons to have been used 
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by Agricola.'" (Mac Laachlan's Memoir, p. 49.) The Stane- 
gate is on the north side of this camp. There is another 
smaller camp, of aimilar constrnction, about five forlongs to the 
west of this. These are the only two camps noticed by Mr. 
Hac Lancblan on the line of the Wall, having the pecnliar 
defence of gateway referred to. Besides these two, there are 
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other three camps, of the ordinary constrnction, lying to the 
sonth of the Wall, between the Tipalt and the Irthing ' We 
have thus,' says Mr. Mac Lanchlan, 'five camps between 
Caervoran and Birdoswald, at a mean distance from each other 
of about half a mile ; occupying every prominent height on the 
south of the Wall, at a mean distance from it of about two 
, a half. We may fairly consider them as a third 
liar traverse ib believed to be characteriatio of the camps of 
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line of defence, along tliat part of the Barrier where the natural 
defences of the gronnd were the weakest.' {Memoir, p. OS.) 
This weak plan coincideB with geolc^ical change from the 
bwaltic rock to the New Bed Sandstone. 

We now hurry on. Wallend ia soon reached. The earth- 
wto'ks are for a short disbuice in excellent preservation. Between 
Wallend and Chapel Honse, the fosse of the Wall is of nnnsually 
large dimensione. Its north bank ia in some places fifteen and 
ia others nearly twenty feet high. A view of it is given on the 
g page- 




Before coming to Chaijel Honae, the traces of a mile-castle 
were formerly visible, the plough has now obliterated them, 
Fodtown is a farm-house contiguous to Chapel House, Built up- 
io a stable at Chapel House, the stone here represented (Pig. 1) 
was found. It is a dedic3atiDa, on the part of the twentieth 
legion, to the Emperor Hadrian. At the village of G^ap, the 
Vallum, which is very distinct, stands considerably above the 
Wall, Tn the gable end of an outhouse here, in the lowest 
coarse but one, and at an angle of the building, a centnrial 
stone is to be seen upside down. The woodcut (Fig. 2.) shows 
it. It may be read : — * The century of Claudius Avidius of the 
second (?) cohort,' 

Gap is the watershed of this part of the island ; on the east- 
of it the waters run into the Tyne, on the wrat into the IrtLing. 
The fosse of the Wall is grandly developed between Gap and the. 



railway station. The summit of Kose Hill has been removed to 
afford a site for the railway statiaii. Dr. Lingard, in hiB MS. 
notes (1807), has the following notice of it ; — 'A sngarloaf hill, 
200 yards from the Wall, called Rose Hill. It has a platform 
on the top twelve yards in diameter, with a ditch round it. Here 
was a figure of flying Victory,' This sculptured stone is now at 
RockMe ; a wood-cut of it is here introduced, from the pencil 
of Mr. Fairholt. 




Oilsland Spa, a sulphur sprmg is about a mile and a half 
distant from Rose Hill The Romans would not neglect these 
medicmal waters Is G-ilsland the Banna of the Romans' 
Here is a hostel ( The Shiws ) at which excellent entertauunent 
may, if needful, be obtained, 

A little to the north of the railway station is Mumps Ha', 
formerly the residence of the 'Meg of Mumps Hall' of Sir Walter 
Scott. It is the house round which the road bends at a right 
angle before we reach the bridge over the Irthing. The building 
has been modernised, though it still retains some of its ancient 
features. It is an 'ale house' no longer. The wood-cut on the 
following p^e represents the back of the building before it was 
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Phi^o. 
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altered. *Meg' waa buried in Over Denton chnrchjard. Her 
totntetone bears the following InBcription : — 

' Here lieth the Bod; of Margaret | Teasdale of Mnmpe ] Hall who 
died Vaj the 5, 1777, aged 9S [ yean.' 



e may Telate, 






What I w 

What I a: 

What I shall be none can explain 

Till he that called call again. 




The late Dr. Bnice, in his visita to Bewcastle to see the 
Boman camp, the castle, and the Rnnic cross, had occasionally 
to traverse the wastes which lie between Oilaland 8pa and that 
place. In doing so he in dne course came upon the Maiden Way, 
-which Dandie Dinmont and Brown found to be so advantageous. 

Taking the Wall in the vicinity of the railway station we 
«oon come to the Poltross Bum, the boundary line between 
Northumberland and Cnmberland, The got^ in which the 
stream flows is deep and well wooded. The Roman road 



IH THE JUKO'S stables. 

approacSied the stream by deep cuttings through each, bank^ 
the sides being held up by heavy retaining walls of masonry. 
This was ascertained by excavations made by the Cumberland 
Antiquarian Society in 1886.* The stream itself was crossed 
by a wooden bridge, with a central pier, now represented 
by one large and much water-worn stone in its bed. On the top 
of the western bank we meet with the marked vestiges- of a 
mile-castle of larger size than usual ; it guarded the passage of 
the Poltross, and is known in the neighbourhood as the King's 
Stables. It is seven furlongs and a quarter from the last, near 
Chapel House.' The Wall now crosses the railway, and it is seen 
several courses high, running diagonally through the vicarage 
garden westwards towards Willowford. The north fosse is 
strongly developed. 

The Wall in the vicarage garden has a strong projecting 
footing or pavement on its south side. 

The Rev. A. Wright, the vicar of Over Denton, a gentle- 
man well acquainted with the antiquities of this neighbourhood^ 
and who is exceedingly willing to impart his knowledge to any 
earnest inquirer, has carefully cleared the rubbish from it, and in 
doing so discovered a centurial stone inscribed — coh i d opsili — 
Of the first cohort, the century of Opsilius. In the vicarage gar- 
d9n are to be seen two Roman altars which from time immemorial 
formed part of the altar steps in the old Norman church at 
Over Denton. One of them is uninscribed ; the other, which is 
represented in the wood-cut on the opposite page, has evidently- 
been dedicated to Jupiter, the best and greatest (i. o. m.) It 
will be observed, however, that the greater part of the inscrip- 

* Proc, Soc. Antiq, Netvc, ii. p. 214, and Traiu, of the Cumh, and 
Wentm. Antiq, and Arch, Sue, vol. ix. p. 163. 
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tion is obliterated, and the altar worn down by the atone having 
been made nee of for the sharpening of knives or weapons. If 
tim was done, aB there can be little donbt was the caee in Roman 
timeB, it is further ne- 
gative proof of the in 
flnence of Chnstianitj 
at this early era Bect-nt 
ezcavationa have dis 
cloBcd a platfonn of 
flagBtone sis feet by five 
feet, which may have 
carried a balieta A 
atone core or fonnda 
tion was also found in 
the Vallum here 

Before we approach 
the river Irthmg the 
foflse of the Wall is weD 
developed; the footpath 
to the river is in the 
bottom of it We now 
reach the farm houxe 
of Witlowford, m the 
garden wall of which was 
acentnrialstone having 
the inscription acoccEi 
BECVLi — the century of 
Cocceins Kegulus It is 
now at Naworth Castle 

On the flat ground bordering upon the river the Wall cannot 
he distinctly traced ; the hedge, amongst the roots of which are a 
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number of Wall stones, probably indicates its course. How the 
Wall crossed the river, and ascended the cliff which bounds its 
western bank, no remains are left to show. Camden says : * The 
Picts' Wall passed over the river Irthing by an arched bridge ;' * 
but he gives no authority for the statement. John Armstrong 
of the Crooks, Gilsland, told I)r. Bruce that, being employed 
in 1836 to build Willowford farm-house, he got stones from 
the Wall. At about sixty yards from the eastern bank of 
the river, as it now is, he came in contact with the 'land- 
breast' (abutment) of the bridge, which, as he says, had evi- 
dently crossed the river. The stones were large and had the 
luis hole in them; there were three or four courses of them. 
The 'land-breast' might be about twenty feet long. He said the 
stone had been brought from Lodge's quarry. Low Row. From 
this account it would seem that the bridge was of the same 
character as that over the North Tyne at Chesters. Horsley 
says : * The bank of the river Irthing on the west side is very 
steep and high, but it seems to have become more so of late 
years from the falling away of the sandy bank.'t The river has 
probably worked westwards and undermined the bank, which 
would not be so steep when the Romans carried, as they probably 
did, their Wall up it. On the very edge of the cliff on the 
western side of the Irthing, the Wall is seen standing of the 
height of seven courses on its south side. Here also we meet 

with a mile-castle. 

Birdoswald, 

We now approach Birdoswald, the Amboglanna of the 
Romans, and the twelfth station on the line. Its position is 
remarkably strong. In addition to the bold cliflFs which guard 
it on the south, and at the foot of which the Irthing flows, a 

* Holland's Camden, p. 785. f Britannia JUymana^ p. 152. 



BIKDOBWALD. 



197 



bold cbasm on itB northern boundary admite of the flow of the 
superSnons waters of the Midgeholm Bog into the IrthiDg. Its 
western aide is its veakest. On the edge of this northern chasm, 
approaching the station, are some artificial lines of defence. It 
has been suggested that these are the remains of a Saxon or 
Danish fortress. Two small hills in this vicinity have the 
^pearance of barrows; they are probably, hovever, the resnlt 
of dOnvlal action. 

Birdoswald is nearly three miles and a qnarter from Caer- 
Toran, It is the largest station on the line, having an area 




of five acres and a half, which is about a quarter of an acre 
more than Cheaters, and half an acre more than Housesteads. 
It poasesses, like Chesters, the peculiarity of having two gates 
in both its eastern and wEatem ramparts. Most of the camps 
of the Wall have a southern exposure; in this, the southern 
mai^in is slightly elevated above the rest of the ground; 
the northern half of the station is nearly level. A very 
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great nranber of inscriptions has been found in the station, 
most of which confirms the Notitia statement that the first 
cohort of Dacians, styled the Aelian, was quartered here. One 
of them (see wood-cut in preceding page) was found by Mr, 
Glasford Potter in excavating the upper gateway in the eastern 
rampart. The inscription may be translated :— 'The first 
cohort of the Dacians (styled the Aelian', commanded by 
Marcus Claudius Menander the Tribune, [erected this] by 
direction of Modius Julius, Imperial legate, and propraetor.' 
On one side of the slab is a palm branch, the emblem of victory ; 

on the other is a 
sword of peculiar 
form. A reference 
to the Trajan column 
at Rome shows us 
that the Dacians 
used a curved sword. 
An example is here 
given. Hence it 
would almost appear 
that the Romans, 
in adopting the ser- 
vices of the various 
nations whom they 
subdued, encouraged them to use the accoutrements and arms 
with which they were most familiar. They avoided the impru- 
dence of putting into their hands the superior weapons which 
they themselves used. During the Indian mutiny the British 
suffered from the consequences of an opposite policy. 

The walls of the station are in a good state of preservation, 
the southern rampart especially, which shows eight courses of 
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fadng-stonefi. The walk are five feet thick. The meat whit^' 
siuToimdedi the wills may also be BatisfactorUy traced. On the 
east side of the station are extensive and strong marks of 
snbnrban dwellings. 

Although the Wall adapts Itaelf to the north rampart 
«f the fort, the station is entirely independent of the Wall 
(bb'-Ib shown in the wood-cnt),* and must have been bnilt 
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before it. Probably, ae has been already observed, the first step 
taken in the oonstruction of the Barrier, in every case, was the 
erection of the stationary camps. 

The north gateway has been destroyed, but the foimdation 
oC one of its jambs may sometimes be seen in the road in front 
of the station. A heap of ruins in the shrubbery marks the 
site of the more northerly of the west gates. The other gateway 
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on bbis side is shown in the wood-cut. It is & single gateway. 
Marks of rata appear in its threBhold; the piTot-holes renmii. 




The south gateway is a double one, and is a very noble 
specimen of Koman masonry. The j^an of it is simile to that 
of the gateways at Housesteads, though its masonry is not so 
massive. Each portal is eleven feet wide, and has been spanned 
by an arch. The pivot-holes are to be seen. The west portal 
of this gate has, at some period before the abandonment of the 
station, been closed, and converted into a dwelling-house; the 
stones with which it was floored remain. As usual, this gateway 
has two guard chambers ; the eastern one has not been excavated ; 
the other, though excavated, has ^:ain become encumbered with 
its own mins. Adjoining the west guard chamber is another 
apai'tment ; in one angle is a circular depression, bearing marks 
of fire. The south-west angle of the station contains several 
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buildings, which, if excavated, would no doubt display pointe of 
considerable interest. 

Both of the gatewajB on the eaetem side have been 
ezcarated.* The lower one is much twifted and broken by 
the jieldii^ of its fonndatioiiB. The other gateway U in an 
excellent state of preeervation. The accompanyii^ sketeh, 
which has aeoeBSBrily been drawn to a minate Bcale, abowB it. 




This gateway is a double one, and is proMded with gnard 
chambers on each side The plan of it nearly resembles that of 
the gateways at Housesteads As usual one of the portals (the 
north) had been closed with large stones Some traces of a 
second floor will be noticed, raised about a foot above the 
ongmal one This is in harmony with the signs of hasty 

' The gatewajB and other portions of this station were eicavated in 
1852 by Mr. H. Norman, the proprietor of the cainp, Mr. W. S. Potter, and 
Mr. H. Qlasford Pott«r, The latter gontleaian describeil the more Im- 
portant ot the excavations in volume iv. (4to) of the Archaeologia, 
Aeliana. 
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reparation which we have mst with throughout the line. The 
pivot-holes remain, and in the threshold of the northern portal 
is a large atone, against 
which the leaves of the 
gate closed. Several cir- 
cular door-heads were 
found in the vicinity of 
this and the other gate- 
ways. The accompanymg 
wood-cut, showing the 
entrance into the northern 
guard chamber, indicates 
the nae to which they 
were applied. These door- 
heads are always found 
thrown down and often 
broken. 

The whole interior of 
the camp is marked with the lines of streets and the ruins 
of buildings. Near the lower gateway in the east wall three 
chambers, of nine or ten feet square each, have been laid bare. 
One of them is furnished with a hypocaust. Being exposed to 
the tread of cattle they have become a mass of confusion. Here 
was found the figure represented on the opposite page, the 
body of which is now in the farm-house ; the head, which had 
been discovered thirty years previously, is in the Black Gate 
Museum at Newcastle. This figure is one of those usually repre- 
sented in triplets, and known as the deae matres. Her hair ia 
neatly dressed. 

In 1869 Mr. Norman, in levelling the broken ground in 
front of the farm-house to form a new garden, came upon a very 
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perfect Bpeeinien of a Roman building of large dimensioDB. A 

vall,i three feet sis inches thick, was found, extending ninety- 




two feet from east to west. This wall has not been excavated 
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to the bottom ; but it has been proved to be upwards of eight 
feet in height. It is supported by eight buttresses. In the 
middle of the space between each buttress is a long slit or loop- 
hole. These perforations are supposed to be connected with the 
flues used in warming the building. Immediately in front of 
this wall is another of similar thickness. Three other walls 
were found to the north of the main one. Until the entire 
building be laid bare (of which there is no immediate prospect), 
it will be difficult to form a correct idea of its arrangements 
and uses. Many roofing slabs were found amongst the rubbish, 
some of them perforated with nail-holes. A few coins were 
discovered, of the reigns of Vespasian, Domitian, Hadrian, 
Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius, and Diocletian. 

Some excavations were made here, at the expense of the 
Archaeological Institute, when it met in Carlisle in 1859. A 
spot near the centre of the station, which always had a damp 
appearance, was excavated. The remains of a tank or reservoir 
for supplying the station with water was found. Some arrange- 
ments for filtering the water, by making it pass throngh 
a mass of charcoal, were noticed. Shortly after this the late Mr. 
Parker of Brampton, discovered that this cistern was fed by a 
spring on the west side of the station. The water-course con- 
ducting the water to the ta,nk was formed of flat stones set 
on end, covered over by a third on the top ; the whole was 
sunk in the ground. The writer was shown it at a distance of 
about three hundred yards from the station ; the water was 
then flowing in it. 

Several inscribed stones remain here. They are (except one 
or two for which there is no room) now kept in a smaU wooden 
hut near the farm-house. A broken and defaced altar lies in 
the station. It has been described both by Gordon and 
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Eorslej. It eeems to be a dedication to the Btandards 
(stDNis) of the cohort An altar to Fortnne was found on 
rebnilding the farm house it _^ _- ^ - 
has been ruthlessly treated m 
order to fit it for nae as a build 
ii^-stone. Another nidel; 
carred altar, once bnilt into the 
farp-hoQse, is dedicated to 
Jnpiter, the best and greatest 
by the first cohort of Dacians, 
which at this time besides the 
epithet of Aelian derived from 
HadriaL, seems to have had 
that of Tetrician, derived from 
the Emperor Tetntua (Hors 
ley, Oumh, vii ) There is here 
also another altar (shown lo 
the accompanying wood-cut), 
dedicated to Jupiter, having on the capital above the dedica- 
tory letters (i. t), at), a series of crosses, one of them being 
of that peculiar form called 
'gammadion.' Astonebroken 
across the middle has on it the 
imcription— LEG. vi vie 
FiDELis, intimating that the 
siith legion, styled the vie 
toriouB and faithful, took part 

in the erection of the building in which It was inserted. Here also 
are several stones, on which are inscribed the names of the cen- 
tnriea engaged in the erection of the Wall in this vicinity. One of 
them imports that the troop (of a hnndred men) had been com- 
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manded by Ooncaonus Candidus (?) ; another bears the insciip- 
tion. Oentubia Hostensiana ; and a third commemorates the 
century of Pbobianus, belonging to the fourth cohort. At the 
foot of the cliff on which the station stands is the farm-house 
of ITnderheugh. Here is a stone trough formed out of an altar 
dedicated to Jupiter. About the time of the pilgrimage in 1886 
a fine altar, dedicated to Jupiter, was discovered on the bank to 
the south of the station. 

Before taking leave of the station, we must notice the 
prospect both to the south and the north of us. ThetEarl of 
Carlisle, in his Diary in Turkish and Greek Waters, p. 87, 
says : — 'Strikingly, and to any one who has coasted the uniform 
shore of the Hellespont, and crossed the tame low plain of the 
Trbad, unexpectedly lovely is this site of Troy, if Troy it was. 
I could give any Cumberland borderer the best notion of it, by 
telling him that it wonderfully resembles the view from the 
point just outside the Roman camp at Birdoswald : both have 
that series of steep conical hills, with rock enough for wildness 
and verdure enough for softness ; both have that bright trail of 
a river creeping in and out with the most continuous indenta- 
tions : the Simois has, in summer at least, more sUvery shades 
of Band.' The view to which his lordship referred (as he 
informed the writer) is that which is obtained by a spectator 
who stands upon the edge of the cliff beside the south rampart 
of the station. 

We now take our stand on the road skirting the north wall 
of the station. Looking towards the north-west, we see (as 
shown in the wood-cut opposite) a tower-like object ; it is a 
fragment of the walls of Triermain Castle, a building celebrated 
by Scott in his Bridal of Triermain, and by Coleridge in 
Christdbel. But more to our present purpose ; — the Maiden 
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Way, which catue up to the Booth rampart of Gaervoran, seema 
to have proceeded northwardH from this Btation right over tb6 
fiiUB before hb, paat Bewcaatle, and bo iDto Scotland. On tha 
top of a diBtant hill, called GDlaleeB Beacon, nearly dne north, 
» Binall cairn-like object may be discerned, in favourable atatea 
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of the atmosphere ; this is the ruin of a Roman watch-tower by 
the Bide of the Maiden Way. Between BirdoBwald and the 
King-water, the traces of the road are eomewhat dubious ; bnt 
after croeaiog this river and coming to Ash Fell, a strip of the 
Way is met with in a nearly perfect state. Having once fallen 
in with the road, the antiqnary may, without much difficnlty, 
trace it nearly to Bewcaatle. Beyond this its conrse is doubtful. 
We now follow the Wall westward from Birdoswald. The 
Wall for a short distance is in a good state of preservation. It 
is seven feet six inches thick. Its south front is the beat. 
Some portionfl of it, however, are beginning to exhibit s^s of 
decrepitude and decay. On the south side of the Wall, in the 
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seoond field from the station, are the feeble remains of a turret. 
When the first edition of this book was published they were the 
only traces of a turret visible on the whole line of the Wall. 
Hodgson writing of it says: — *In 1888 I saw a turret opened 
about three hundred yards west of Birdoswald, the walls of 
which were standing to the height of six courses of stones, and 
thirty-four inches thick ; the doorway on the south ; and the 
internal area thirteen feet square ; all of it in 1887 was taken 
away.^ At the distance of little more than half a mile from the 
station we come to the site of another mile-castle. The fosse of 
the Wall and the earth-works of the Vallum here form interesting 
objects of study ; they are very bold. In this part of its course 
the Vallum is strengthened on its northern side by a second 
ditch. This additional defence begins to appear shortly after 
we leave Birdoswald, and it terminates abruptly at the next 
mile-castle, that of WaJlbowers. Over Denton is a little to the 
south of this spot, on the other side of the river Irthing. 
Canon Shipman, in rebuilding the rectory about twenty-five yeara 
ago, discovered a large quantity of Roman pottery, coins, etc., 
which are now at Chesters. There must have been a camp or 
Roman settlement of some kind there. 

After passing a cottage called Apple Trees, now in ruins, the 
Wall and Vallum draw towards each other, until, on the top of 
the next summit, where the Wallbowers mile-castle stands, they 
are in tolerably close proximity. After this they run parallel 
with each other for some distance. 

Arriving at a lodge on the traveller's left hand, a path leads 
to Coome Crag, a red freestone quarry, which has been exten- 
sively wrought by the Romans.* The workmen have left some 

• The wayfarer will do well to inspect it. Independent of the anti- 
quarian interest of the spot, its picturesqueness will well repay a visit. 
It may be pradent to^obtain the assistance of some one in tne lodge to 
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imcriptionB on the face of the rock, amongst which may perhaps 
be discerned the names secvrvs, ivstvs, mathhianvb. One of 
these is shown in the wood-cut. At the foot of the cliff is an 
iiffleriptiori which reads favst, et kvp. cos. Fauatinua and 
BufoB were consnla a.d, 210. CuriotiBly enough, whilst the rock 
in the immediate vicinity of this inscription is covered with a 
Bmoke-colonred lichen, the letters themselves are covered with a 
vhite lichen ; this renders them distinct. 
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We then arrive fit Banks Heaii. The Wall next goes over 
B amall hill called Pike Hill. At this place was discovered in 
1862 a broken slab, bearing the name of Antoninus Pius. 
Here were formerly the remains of a mile-castle ; but the traveller 
will have some difficulty in detecting them now. A limestone 
quarry has greatly interfered with it. In 1808 two altars to 
the local deity Cocidius, which are now at Lanercost, were 
discovered in it. When the road was lowered in 1870 this mile- 
castle was cut into. The next gronp of booses is called Banks, 
or Banks Hill. The view from this point of the fertile plains 
below is exceedingly striking. Some of the stones of the Wall 
u« to be seen in the road near here. 

Before coming to the brook called Banks Bnm, a piece of 
the core of the Wall is seen. Ascending the hill on the western 

enable him the more readily to find the inscriptions. Unfortunately 
many of the markings in the lockB -were some time ago covered with 
white paint with the view of preaerving them (!) ; this destroyed their 
sntiqne appearance ; the paint is happily now disappearing. 
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Bide of the brook, in a garden, is a fragmenb of the Wtdl, wbich 
stands nine feet ten inchee high. It was, however, divested of ita 
facii^-stones. There are now fifteen coni'ses of facing-stoneB on 
the north side, a recent restoration by Mr. Marshall, Lord 
Oarllale's architect. Hutton, speaking of the Wall here (Hare 
Hill) Ba;8 : — ' I viewed this relic with admiration. I eaw no 
part h^ber.' Just beyond this piece of Wall is the still 
distii^i]ishable site of a mile-castle. 

Lanercost and Natvorth, 
At this point of our progress the antiquary may be disposed 
to forsake the Wall for a while to view two. I«hc8 of the 




mediev^ period of great mterest — Laneroost Pr 017 and 
Nawortb Castle. Before reachmg Lanercoeb a rock inscnpt on, 
shown in the wood-cut may be seen on the face of a hmestone 
quarry, overhai^ing Banks Burn. Divested of its ligatures, it 
reads : — i. bevtvs, dbc. al. pet. — Janius Brutus, a decurion of 
the ala Fetriana. Lanercost Priory was founded by Robert in 
Tallibus, Lord of Gilsland, for the canons regular of the 
order of St. Augustine. The church was consecrated in the 
year 1169. In 1296 the monastery suffered from an L 
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of the Scottish forces. At the east end of the vicarage 
house, and forming part of it, is an old tower in which 
King Edward I. is said to have resided with his queen, 
Margaret, during the winter of 1306 and 1807. A room in 
this tower is still called the king^s room. On the suppression of 
the monasteries, the priory and adjacent lands were granted to 
a branch of the Dacre family in the person of Sir Thomas 
Dacre, the bastard. In consequence of the failure of male issue 
in 1716, the lands reverted to the Crown. They were long held 
on lease by the Earls of Carlisle, but they now belong to the 
family by purchase. Of the priory church the only portion 
which is in repair is the nave with its aisle, and this is used as 
the parish church. It has been twice restored during the 
present century, the last time about twenty-five years ago. The 
choir and transepts are roofless. Here are several large tombs. 
One is the resting place of Humphrey Dacre and Mabel his 
wife ; he dying in 1485, she in 1609. Another is the tomb of 
Lord Thomas Dacre, K.G., who married Elizabeth, the heiress 
of Oreystock. He commanded at Flodden and died in 1525. 
The motto of the garter surrounds the quarterings. Another 
records the death, in 1716, of the last male heir of the Dacres 
of Laneroost. 

Several of the monastic buildings remain. The site of the 
cloisters is an open space used as a garden. The refectory was 
on the south side of the cloisters, parallel with the church. Its 
walls are thrown down, but the vaulted cellars, upon which the 
refectory was usually placed, remain. At the west end of the 
vault is a door-way, which led up to the refectory. The dormi- 
tory was on the west side of the cloisters ; it is often taken for 
the refectory, in consequence of a large fireplace having been 
inserted in it by Christopher Dacre of Lanercost, son of Thomas 



212 



Dacre, the grantee. It is marked ' 0. D. J 586.' At the angle 
formed by the nnion of the donnitoiy and refectory was the 
prior's own mansion. It is now deserted. 

There is on the priory-green the base and part of the shaft 
of a remarkable church-yard cross. A lai^er portion of the shaft 
ia DOW in the nave of the chnrch. It formerly bore au inscrip- 
tion stating that it was erected in the year 1114, and in the 
seventh of the interdict. The names of the sovereigns of 
France, England, and Scotland still remain on it. 

The priory church and monastic buildings are ahnost 
entirely composed of Roman stones. Thrae may have been 
procured from the Wall; but the min i] can scarcely divest 
itself of the idea that there must have been a station here. 
The ground does not possess the elevation which the sites of 
Boman stations usually exhibit ; but if, as appears to be the 
case, the river was here in Roman times crossed by a bridge, it 
may have been thonght necessary to plant a station on the spot 
to guard the passage. Cilor- 
NUM, which guarded the pass^e 
over the North Tyne, does not 
occupy an elevated position. A 
horse regiment was stationed both 
at CiLURNiTM and Pbtbiana. 
There are some indications of 
ramparts and of a north gate- 
way in the priory-green. 

There are some Roman iuBCribed 
and sculptured stones here. In the 
west wall of the cloister-garth is 
one, which may be translated. — The 
century of GasBins Priecus. In the headway of the clearstorey. 
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in the sontb-eaat ai^le of the choir, is an altar, which was first 
described in the Gentleman's Magazine for 1714. The inscription 
on it ma; be translated:— 'To Jnpiter, the best and greatest; 
the first cohort of the Daoians, styled the Aelian, com- 
manded bj Jnlins SatnminuB the tribune [dedicates this].' In 
tiie vault are several interesting antiqnities. One of them, an 
altar (here shown) dedicated by the hunters of Ba.kna to the 
holy god Silvanns, is curious, as indicating the mode in which 
the officers of the Roman army sought to rebeve the tedinnt of 
their leisure hours. It is as yet an unsolved 
question where Banna was ; it must have 
been in this neighbourhood. Has it been 
Gilsland? The Romans greatly pnzed 
medicinal waters, and would not overlook 
the healii^ fountains of this locality. The 
next altar is one of those fonnd in the Banks 
Headnule-oaBtIe(p.209); itreads:— 'To the 
god OocidiuB, the soldiers of the 20th legion 
styled the Talerian and the Victorious 
dedicated thie altar, in discha^e of a vow 
willingly to a deserving object in the con 
sulship of Aper and Kufinus.' It is here 
shown. This gives the date of about a.d. 153. The boar at 
the foot is the emblem of the twentieth legion. On another 
stone (shown on the following p^e) is a somewhat spirited 
representation of Jupiter and Hercules. The late Roach Smith 
thought that the combination of Jove and Herculea probably 
referred to Diocletian (Jovius) and Maximian (Herculins). A 
metal thunderbolt (probably gilt) was no doubt inserted in the 
hole of the right hand of Jnpiter. Since the illustration was pre- 
pared the head of one figure and the greater part of the head 
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of the other have been knocked off. There are, besides, Bome 
large altars, either partially obliterated or nningcribed. One of 
them has been dedicated to Jupiter, the letters i. o. h. being 
plain, but the rest obliterated. 

A little below the present 
bridge, and immediately oppo- 
Bite the priory, are the remains 
of a Roman bridge. In the 
river the wooden frame-work 
on which one of the piers has 
been fonnded is visible when 
the water is low. Another pier, 
which has been deserted by the 
river, and is deprived of its 
facing stones, is ten feet high. 
About forty feet beyond this 
are the remains of what appears 
to have been the land abutment, 
on the north side of the river. 
There are some traces of a 
road on the south side of the Irthmg 

Ascendmg the rismg ground south of the river, we soon come 
to Naworth Castle. The great hall of the fortress is redolent of 
heraldic pomp— the Greystock dolphin, the Multou sheep, and the 
Dacre bull and grifBn being made use of to support the baimers 
of the house. The private apartments of Lord William (' Belted 
Will '), and the careful manner in which he guarded the approach 
to them, are worthy of observation. His library is still intact. 
South of Naworth Castle, and inside the park to the east of 
the lodge, is a circular earth-work, probably British. 'It has 
two encircling ramparts.' (Mac Lauchlan, Memoir, p. 60.) 
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The Naworth station of the Newcastle and Carlisle fiailway 
ifi about a mile distant to the south. 

We now rejoin the Wall at Hare Hill. About two hundred 
yards west of this point a break in the Wall occurs, in which a 
turret or smaU quadrangular building has. been situated. This 
building projects beyond the Wall, northwards, rather less than 
three feet. It is constructed of smaller stones than the Wall ; 
the workmanship of it is excellent. It measures fourteen feet 
six inches (inside measurement) from east to west. When first 
noticed, it was full of black ashes ; the discoverers took it to be a 
smithy. Altogether it is a peculiar building ; though it has some 
of the features of a turret, it seems to have been built indepen- 
dently of the Wall. At Money Holes attempts have been made 
to discover treasure ; no doubt in vain.* Through the priory- 
woods, to the south of us, the works of the Vallum proceed 
undauntedly on their onward course, and are in good condition. 
The fact that the Vallum goes along the southern slope of the 
hill, leaving the summit to the Wall, bears upon the question of 
the contemporaneous or successive construction of the works. 

At Craggle Hill the north fosse is very bold. Recent 
excavations have disclosed the Eoman road twenty- one feet 
wide ; and also a flagstone pavement twenty-eight inches wide 
close to the Wall, At Hayton Gate a drove road, closed 
eighty years ago, crossed the Wall. A very little west of 
Kandelands we meet with the feeble traces of a mile-castle. 
After crossing the rivulet called Burtholme Beck, a piece 
of the Wall is seen, which stands nearly seven feet high; 
its facing-stones are gone, but the rough pebbly mortar 
possesses its .original tenacity. As is often the case, the ruin is 

* This excavation has since the publication of the first edition of this 
work been covered up to prevent the sheep falling into it, and the surface 
is now grass-grown. A thorn tree is close to the spot where it is: 
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tufted with hazel bmlies, oak saplinga, and alders. Beyond 
this point a Becond ditcb and rampart, outside the Wall, seem, 
for a sbort distance, to have been added to the nsnal lines of 
fortification. Ab the traveller proceeds onwards let him occa- 
fiionallf look back npon the gronnd which he has traversed in 
order to observe the boldness with which the fosse of the Wall 
climbs the hills he has just passed. The Wall runs by the north 
of Howgill, Low Wall, and Dovecote on its way to the King- 
water. In the wall of an outhouse at Howgill is a rude 
inscriptioD {shown in the wood-cut given below) mentioned 




by Horsley and all subsequent antiqaaries, which seems to 
record the achievements of a British tribe, the CatnvellauDi. 
Tacitus tells us that Agricola took southern Britons with him 
to the battle of Mons Graupius ; Hadrian and Severus may have 
been similarly accompanied in their expeditions. 

Nearly due north of Low Wall are sHght indications of a 
mile-castle. The prickly enclosures of the fields may prevent 
all but very zealous antiquaries keeping very close companionship 
with the Wall for a little distance ; those who take the road by 
Dovecote will be bronght back to their old friend before crossing 
the King-water. 

It may be well to remind the reader before proceeding farther 
that the river Gelt, on whose rocky banks the Roman qnarrytiieo 
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have left lettered memorialB of their toil, is aboot four miles to 
the Boath of this place. The most famous of these inscriptioiiB 
has been giyen at page 88. The wood-cat here given repre- 




Bente P^od Orag, which is abont half a mile higher np the river, 

and on the opposite side of it from the ' Written Rock of the 
Oelt,' The inscription on the Pigeon Crag is of too fragmentary 
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a nature to yield us definite information. The wood-cut, how- 
ever, gives us a general notion of the scenery of the place. 

Westward of the King-water, the village of Walton is 
reached ; many of the stones of the Wall may be detected in its 
cottages. The Vallum is here indistinct, and some distance 
from the Wall. At the entrance to the village faint traces of a 
mile-castle are to be observed. On the green to the west of the 
church, Horsley saw traces of an earthen camp, which was 
probably occupied by the troops when building the Wall. At 
Sandysike farm-house, besides the foundations of the Wall, two 
sculptured Roman stones are to be seen, which doubtless are 
parts of altars — one bears a thunderbolt, the other a wheel. 
We now descend into the valley of the Oambeck, having the 
north fosse for our guide. The next mile-castle must have stood 
either on the west side of the Cambeck-water or at Oambeck 
Hill ; most likely the latter ; all traces of it are obliterated. 

Oastleateads, 

To reach the Oastlesteads station, it is best to turn off at 
Sandysike. The station stands to the south both of Wall and 
Valium. Its situation is strong. On the north the ground falls 
precipitously towards the river Oambeck; on the south and 
west it slopes gently towards the Irthing. The station contains 
an area of two acres and three-quarters. It is distant from the 
station of Birdoswald about seven miles — an unusually long 
distance. 

If this be the station which, according to the NotitM^ 
immediately follows Amboglanna, and of this, independent of 
the excessive distance, there is some doubt (see p. 212), it is 
the Peteiana of the Notifia, the head quarters of the ala 
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Petriana. The area of this camp seems to be too small for the 
accommodation of a cavalry regiment, which, at one time at 
least, was a thousand strong. No inscriptions have been found 
in any of the stations of the Wall westward of Amboglanna 
enabling us to identify them with the stations of the Notitia. 
This circumstance is the more to be lamented, inasmuch as 
antiquaries are not agreed as to which of the camps they meet 
with in their course westwards are stations per Uneam Vallu 
But for this we might have given each succeeding station the 
name which follows next in order in the NoUtia. We will not 
attempt therefore to give the stations west of Amboglanna 
their Roman designations. An inscribed stone may one day 
turn up which will relieve us from our present difficulties. 

As the site of the station has long been used as a garden, 
its exact outline is considerably obscured. The traces of the 
ditch are visible, particularly on the west front. Professor 
Carlisle gives us an account of the digging up of this station, 
(in 1791), in the Archaeologia, vol. xi., and of the overthrow of 
the Wall in its vicinity. His account of the Wall will remind 
the reader dt what he saw at Steel Rig. ' As the remains of the 
Vallum itself [Murus] for near half a mile were entirely dug up, 
Mr. Johnson, to whom the estate belongs, had an opportunity of 
examining the construction of this curious remnant of Roman 
industry with the greatest accuracy. Of this he gave me the 
following account :— "The breadth of the foundation was eight 
feet ; the Wall, where entire, was faced with large stones on 
both sides, and the space between them filled with rubbish-stone 
to the depth of a foot ; than a strong cement of lime and sand, 
about four inches thick ; over that a foot of rubbish, and then a 
cover of cement as before ; these layers were succeeded by othei-s 
of rubbish and cement alternately, till the interstice between the 
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facile-stones was filled np to the top, and thns the whole bec^De 
one solid cemented mass." ' 

Several valoable altars and other antiquities have been fonnd 
in the station, most of which ate carefully preserved on the spot 
by the present propnetor Mr Geoi^e John Johnson The 




most remarkable of these is the altar to Jnp ter a represen- 
tation of which IS g ven above It has been translated r— 
' To Jnp ter the best and greatest the second cohort of 
Tni^nans a mihary regiment having a proport onate snpplj 
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of horse, and coosistii^ of Roman citizens, commanded by AlbnB 

Sevenis, prefect of the TongrianB, erected this, the work being 

euperintended by Victor Severua, 

the princeps.' Here is a figure | 

of Fortune ; and here is a priest t 

vested in his cope, and holding , 

an incense-box in his hand. The i 

altar inscribed disciptlinae 

AvevBTi is peculiar. The piety, 

the chastity, the conrage, and 

other moral qualities of the 

emperora, were often deified ; 

but it was not nsnal to rear 

altars to their administrative 

propertira. But on the reverse 

of several of the coins of Hadrian we have the legend 

DisciPLiKA AVQ., as in tbe two examples here introduced, with 

a suitable device. There can be little doubt that the Augnstns 






referred to on this altar is Hadrian. He maintained a strict 
discipline. 

We now rejoin the Wall on the west bank of the Cambeck, 
«id will follow it without interruption to Stanwix. Having 
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done this, we will return and view the camps that have been 
notioed south of both lines of the Barrier. 

It will be observed how deeply the fosse of the Wall has 
been cat into the Eed Sandstone rock forming the western bank 
of the stream. The fosse of the Vallum is also discernible a 
little lower down. Cambeck Hill farm-house is passed. The 
farm buildings at Beck are paiiiially constructed of Eoman stones. 
Looking westward from Beck the fosse of the Wall and Valluni 
are grandly seen. 

Headswood, as its name implies, occupies a commanding 
situation. The ditch, both of Wall and Valium, are seen as yoQ 
approach it. There are some works here on the north side of 
the fosse. Mr. Mac Lauchlan thinks that they may perhaps be 
the remains of one of those camps with a round elevated part, 
which are thought to have a Saxon or Danish origin. {Memmr, 
p. 70.) About two hundred yards west of the Newtown of 
Irthington, we meet with evident traces of a mile-castle. We 
next come to White Flat, where the rubble of the foundation of 
the Wall is very discernible, and the ditch very deep. The 
visitor who wishes to keep by the Wall will avoid the cart-road 
which takes to Irthington, and follow the footpath which runs 
through the fields. Westward of White Flat the works are 
feeble, but we soon meet with a long strip of the Wall, in an 
encouraging state ; it is planted with oak trees ; the north fosse 
shows nobly. We now pass Hurtleton, leaving it a little to the 
south. Here the Wall and Vallum are but thirty-five yards 
apart ; the fosse of each is distinct. Both works now bend 
northwards. About midway between this point and Old Wall a 
mile-castle stood ; the traces of it are now very faint. In the 
buildings at Old Wall many Boman stones will be noticed ; on 
the outside wall of a stable there was to be seen until recently a. 
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oentnrial stone, here shown, bearing an inscription that may be 










thus translated : — ' The century of 

Jnlins Tertnllianns, belonging to the 

second legion, styled the August.' The 

Imilding in question has been pulled 

down, and the stone has disappeared. 

The Wall is here entirely uprooted, 

many hundred cartloads of stone having been nsmoved within 

living memory, but the fosse of the Wall is visible between the 

roadway and the houses. From this pbint westward the works^ 

may be traced for some distance with satisfaction, an ancient 

drove-road running upon the site of the Wall. At the eAi of 

this lane, tall hedges and cultivated fields interfere materially 

with the pilgrim's progress. At a spot called High Strand 

there ought to be a mile-castle ; tradition says that there once 

was one here. 

Bleatam is a place of considerable interest. The Wall runs 
a little to the north of the farm-house ; the Vallum is 
immediately south of it. Between the Wall and the Vallum, 
and westwaixi of the farm-house, is a large tumulus, which has 
been-diminished in height within the last few years. Excava- 
tions in 1894 have proved that Bleatam is the site of a 
disused quarry, but further work is necessary to solve various 
questions that arise as to date of Wall, Vallum, and quarry. 
On the White Moss, a little to the west of Bleatam, the Vallum 
has four mounds instead of two; an excellent section of th& 
Roman road was here obtained during the excavations in. 
1894, showing its construction. 

Before coming to Wellhead there ought, judging by the 
distance, to be a mile-castle. About six hundred yards before- 
we reach Walby there are faint signs of a mile-castle, being: 
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seven furlongs and a half from the last ; they are where the road 
turns sharply to the north. At Walby there are some pools in 
the north fosse. Here the Wall bends strongly to the south. At 
Wall Foot there has probably been a mile-castle.' {Memoir, 
p. 78.) In Brunstock Park a section was excavated in 1894 
from the south of the Vallum to the north of the Wall, but 
the results have not yet been published. It was, however, 
proved that the ditch of the Vallum was flat-bottomed and not 
V-shaped, and a flag pavement similar to that at Oragglehill was 
found. The place for the next mile-castle would fall opposite to 
Drawdikes Castle. Immediately in front of Drawdikes Castle 
the fines of the Vallum are clearly discernible, though the 
mounds have been lowered of late, to make the place more sightly. 
The three busts on the top of Drawdikes Castle are said to have 
come from the Wall ; and yet, with strange perversity, they are 
believed to represent the devil and two local celebrities, one of 




them a modern lawyer. On close inspection they wiQ be found 
to have nothing Roman about them. Bmlt into the wall at the 



back of the house is a monnmental stone, which, according to 
Horsley, was brought from Stanwix. The inscription may be 
read: — *To the Divine Manes of Marcius Trojanus son of (?) 
Augustinus ; his most loving wife, Aelia AmmiUusima (?) caused 
this tomb to be erected.' 

Between Tarraby and Stanwix a broad footpath, running 
through fields and market gardens, occupies the site of the 
Wall. The north fosse used to be boldly developed, but it 
has been much filled up within living memory. The Wall 
makes straight for Stanwix. As we approach this place, the 
advantageous nature of its position, as a Roman station, 
is seen. A fine elevated platform is observed, having the 
church at its eastern boundary. The ground falls from it 
on every side except the west, and here the river Eden, with its 
wide and precipitous valley, is close at hand. The slope on the 
south between the Newcastle and Carlisle road and the river wa* 
once covered with buildings, and a road ran from the south gate 
of the camp down to a ford across the river Eden a little to the 
east of the present noble bridge. 



Stanwix. 

The church and church-yard of Stanwix occupy the site 
of the station which guarded the northern bank of the Eden,. 
The station is upwards of eight miles from that at Castle* 
steads. The outlines of it are not well defined, but M;*. 
Mac Lauchlan, from the information which he was able to 
obtain, came to the conclusion that it contained an area 
of two acres and a half. No inscriptions have been found 
here to inform us what troops were in garrison in Roman 
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times The sculptured stone shown in the wood cnt was 
fotind in the wall of the parish chnrch abont the year 1790. 
It isevidentlj a fune- 
real stone the great- 
er part of the inscrip- 
tion having been bro- 
ken off It la now 
at Nether Hall. In 
pulling down the old 
church, to make way 
for the present struc- 
ture a figure of 
Victory was found, 
whidi IS now at New- 
castle The Komans 
were addicted to the 
use of the bagpipes. 
Nero was an excel- 
lent performer. The 
bgnre of a piper, 
now m the Carlisle 
Musenm was found 
at Stanwix Hntton 
thus notices it : — ' I 
observed a stone in 
the street converted 
into a horae-block, 
three steps high, 
with the figure of a man m a recess eighteen inches in 
height, in a Eoman dress, and in great preservation. I 




wondered the boys had not pelted him out of the world.' 
The wood-cut repre- 
sents the EQore im- 
portant part of the 
stone it IB now m 
the garden at Tnl 
lie House Carlisle 
Between the station J 
and the northem 
msrgm of the river [ 
Eden the fosse of f 
the Wall may be 
ducemed descend 
ing the bank in the 
vicinity of the Hys 
Bop Holme Well 
Here for the present 
we niDst leave the 
important stractnre 
Two stone posts on 
the top of the bank 
above HyBSop Hohne 
Well mark the Wtdl 
and its north ditch. 
The iron gate at the 
north end of the 
west parapet of the 
bri(%e over the Eden 
is almost on the 
Tallnm, which may be e 




1 ranning down the river. 
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Brampton^ IrthingtoUy and Watch Gross. 

The distance between Oastlesteads and Stanwix renders the 
probability great that there was some Roman stronghold between 
them. Two places have been thought likely— Brampton Park 
and Watch Cross, both of them to the south of both Wall and 
Vallum. As they can be visited better from the line of the road 
between Brampton and Carlisle than from that of the Wall, we 
have reserved a notice of them for this place. We will now 
commence our subsidiary exploration at Brampton. This little 
manufacturing town was once upon the main line of road 
between Newcastle and Carlisle. The natural route for the 
railway was along the valley in which it lies. So violent, 
however, was the opposition of the inhabitants (yielding to 
ill advice), that the railway company was constrained, at a 
greatly increased cost, to take the line up the southern ridge 
of the valley. Brampton suffers accordingly. The only ancieiit 
feature belonging to Brampton is the Mote, at the east end of 
the town. It consists of a natural elevation, which has ne 
doubt been, at different periods, applied to defensive purposes. 
The small platform at the top was formerly * defended by a 
breastwork ; ' lower down a rampart and fosse still appear. 
This hill-post may have given origin to the town. About a 
mile and a half west of Brampton is the old church of Bramp- 
ton, of which only the chancel remains. It is composed of 
Roman stones. In some excavations made about thirty years 
ago, traces of a Roman road were found, and some coins and 
pottery. On a gentle eminence, to the south of the old churchy 
are the fast-fading remnants of a Roman station. Above 
a century ago the site was covered with brushwood, and by 
this means escaped the attention of Horsley. The late Mr. 
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Bobert Bell of the Nook, IrthingtoD, a warm-hearted and 
intelligent antiqnarj, had, in early life, assisted in carting 
away the stones of its ramparts. His subsequent observations 
commonieated to Mr. Hodgson, Mr. Mac Lauchlan, Mr. Roach 
8mith, and the writer, render it clear that the Bomans had a 
camp here. Mr. Mac Latichlan estimates its area at an acre 
and a half. It is about a mile and a half from the station at 
Gastlesteads. A large jar full of Roman coins was found near 
this place in 1826. The coins were of a late date, extending 
from the time of Decius to that of Florian. In the meadow 
below this camp are several mounds resembling barrows. They 
may be barrows of the Romano-British period ; but the spade 
and pickaxe alone can decide the point. 

Irthington, a village that lies to the west of the Irthing 
and is situated about midway between the river and the Wall, 
ias two objects of interest for the antiquary. An Anglo- 
Saxon * burh ' or mound, on which probably a stronghold, most 
likely of timber, was reared. The church, a Transitional 
building, is worth attention. It was restored some years ago. 
The old structure consisted entirely of Roman stones. This 
church has doubtless often been the scene of fierce Border 
encounters before the union of the kingdoms. The colunms 
^ere marked by fire, and numerous skeletons, lying in disorder, 
were found within the area. Not far from Irthington, at a place 
called ' Buck Jumping,' the Roman road can be seen passing 
through a deep cutting. 

East of the Glebe farm at Irthington are extensive remains 
of ancient quarries. 

Nearly due south from Bleatam, and close to the turnpike- 
road leading from Brampton to Carlisle, is the site of Watch 
dross, another Roman camp. The boundaries of the station 
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are now scarcely discernible, and all traces of building are 
entirely removed. It has contained an area of an acre and a 
half. (Mac Lauchlan, Memoir^ p. 72.) Horsley considered it to 
be Aballaba, the station following Peteiana in the NotiUa, 
Little can be gleaned by a visit to it. We now return to the 
Eden at Stanwix. 

Carlisle. 

After crossing the river at Stanwix, the Wall, instead of 
proceeding straight to Carlisle Castle, kept a course more to the 
west, and, passing over the flat ground between the castle and 
the river,* made for a spot near the engine-house at Newtown, 
which was used in supplying the canal between Carlisle and 
Port Carlisle (now converted into a railway) with water. 
(Mac Lauchlan, Memoir^ p. 75.) The Vallum passed on the 
south side of the castle. They thus deviate widely from one 
another to inclose the castle hill. 

All antiquaries agree that Carlisle is the Luguvallium of 
the Eomans; but it does not occur in the list given in the 
Notitia, Up to a comparatively recent period, the Roman 
features of this city were very marked. Stukeley, writing in 
1725, says: — 'Fragments of squared stones appear in every 
quarter of the city, and several square wells of Eoman workman- 
ship.' At the present day, whenever an excavation is made, 
articles of Roman make are turned up. During the formation 
of the city sewers in 1854, Samian ware, coins, and varions 
bronze articles were found in great quantities. The cut repre- 
sents a first brass coin of Vespasian, with the ' Judaea Capta' 

* In making, in 1854, the great sewer which drains Carlisle the Wall 
was here discovered three feet below the surface of the ground. It was 
also cut in 1890 near the Caledonian Railway ; both places are now 
marked by stone posts. 
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leverse, which was foaod on this occasion. It is striking to 
torn up in British soil, deposited in Roman times, such a 
testimony of the Mflhnent of prophecy. {D«ut. xiviii. 40.) 
In the Ttdlie House Mnsenm, Oastle Street, Carlisle, may be 




seen an interesting collection of Roman antiquities fonnd in 
Cnmberland and Westmorland, but chiefly at Carhgle; the 
collections of inscribed and sculptured stonea formerly at 
Netherhy and Old Carlisle have recently been brought to 
Tnllie House, One of the objects is a tombstone, which was 
found in the western suburbs of the city. The deceased lady, 
sitting in her chair, holds in her hand a fan of a form still 
in nae in the island of Malta and elsewhere. Her left hand 
is lovingly placed upon the shoulder of her child who strokes 
the back of a dove upon her lap. At the top of the slab are 
two lions with a human head in their claws, and a sphinx also 
holding a human head. These figures atlade to the destruction 
of human hfe and the tiddle (as it appeared to the heathen) 
of death. The lower part of the inscription, which we donbt 
not gave the name of the lady, is lost. 

An inter^ting mile-stone has quite recently been added to 
the museum. It was found in the bed of the river Petteril, 
one mile south of Carlisle. It bears on one end a unique 
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inscription to the Emperor Ooransius, and on the other a second 
inscription to Oonstantine. Many objects of great interest 
were found while the foundations for the public Kbrarj at 
Tullie House were being prepared. 

The castle and the cathedral will repay the attention of the 
medieval antiquary. Carlisle being situated so near the borders 
of Scotland, its castle was a building of great importance. 
William Eufus visited Carlisle in 1092, and took measures for 
rearing a fortress here. The general figure of this keep, and of 
the encircling walls, are probably identical with those planned 
by Eufus. The foundations are, for the most part, composed of 
Roman stones. 

The cathedral church of Carlisle is an interesting building. 
The nave, the south transept, portions of the north transept, and 
the lower part of the tower are the earliest parts ; they belong 
to a church commenced by Walter, a Norman follower of the 
Conqueror, in 1092, and completed in 1101 by Henry I. These 
parts are of the simplest and most massive type of Norman 
architecture. No portion of the Norman choir remains. The 
present choir was probably commenced by Bishop Silvester de 
Everdon, who came to the diocese in 1245, when the Early 
English style had developed itself. Bishop Welton (1852-1862), 
and his successor, Thomas de Appleby, seems to have carried on 
the work vigorously, and to have completed the choir, including 
the wooden roof, before the death of Edward III. By this time 
the Decorated style of architecture had become established in 
England, and was of course followed by these builders. The 
great east window, if it be not the very finest Decorated 
window in existence, is rivalled only by the west window at 
York. 
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Fkom the Eitbb Eden to the Solwat FtBxa. 
Westward of GarliBle the Wall is not easily traced. It ran 
from Stanwix acrosB the allnvial plaioB of tlie fiden, and stone 
posta mark where it was found dnrlng escavations in 1886. The 
Vallnm runs from the south side of the castle behind the honses 
an the north side of Oaldew^ate. Both draw together ^aiii on 
the high ground just beyond the North British Bailwaj sheds, 
and ran along the sonthem bank of the river as far as the sonth- 
nest end of the village of Grinsdale. Here the works may be seen 
at the distance of abont fifty yards from, and parallel with, the 
river, which has served as its northern fosse. The Wall line 
is well defined ia the fields 
vest of the railway sheds, 
the monnd being about 
BCTen feet wide. Prom I 
Grinsdale to Kirkandrews I 
it still adheres to the high | 
bank, the traces of it, how- , 
ever, being very slight. I 
The river runs deviously t 
in the fiats to the north. 
The Vallum, instead of | 
following closely the varia- 
tiona of the high ground, { 
rang in a straight line past I 
Hill-beck to Kirkandrews. 
The church-yard at Kirk- ' 
aodiews is amass of stones ; 
it has probably been the 
site of a mile-castle. In a 
garden attached to the house formerly belonging to the late 
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Mrs. Norman, in the village of Kirkandrews, is preserved an altar 
which was found at Kirksteads, about a mile south of the Wall. 
Its base has been removed and its capital cut down to fit it for 
use as a building stone. What remains of the inscription may 
be translated : ' Lucius Junius Victorinus Flavins Caelianus, 
Imperial legate, (belonging) to the sixth legion, (styled) the 
victorious, the dutiful, and the faithful, (erected this altar) on 
account of achievements prosperously performed beyond the 
Wall.' It is shown in the wood-cut on the preceding page. It 
is interesting to notice the fact as recorded by the Romans 
themselves that the land to the north of the Wall was not 
given up to the enemy. 

In crossing the beck, before approaching Beaumont, the 
fosse of the Wall is well developed. The church at Beaumont 
stands upon an eminence, formerly occupied in aU probability 
by a mile-castle. It is remarkable how many churches stand 
upon the line of the Wall, and are built out of the ruins of 
Hadrian's work. In a wall at Beaumont is the larger part 
of a somewhat ornamental inscription commemorating the 

f 

doings of the fifth cohort of the twentieth legion. It was 
fished out of the Eden in a salmon net more than sixty years 
ago. It has recently been disfigured. 

The Wall, which had pursued a north-west direction to 
reach Beaumont, now resumes its westerly course along a field 
road from Beaumont Church, and may be traced to Burgh- 
upon-Sands, and thence to Dykesfield, selecting with care every 
eminence it meets. The Vallum pursues a nearly direct course 
from Kirkandrews to the same point. A little to the west of 
Monk Hill it crosses the turnpike road, and keeps on the north 
side of it nearly all the way to Burgh-upon-Sands. 
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Burgh-upon-Sanda . 

Here we have another BtatioD of about three acres in extent. 
It JB about five miles and a half from Staawix. The ontlines 
of the station are not well defined. It has, no donbt, extended 
a Uttle to the north of the present road, and has had the Wall 
for itiB northern rampart. The chtircb is within its eastern 
boundary ; a road mnnii^ north and south probably indicates 
its western rampart. The Vallnm has, as usual, come np to its 
southern rampart. In the cbnrch-yard freqnent indications of 
Boman occupation are turned np. 

The church at Burgh-npon-Sands, of the conatmction of 
which the wood-cut below gives a general idea, is a g 




specimen of the fortified border churches. Many stones bearing 
the characteristic Roman broaching are to be found in the walls. 
The tower at the west end has evidently been a place of refuge. 
Its walls are seven feet thick. The iron grille between the 
tower and the nave remains tn »itu. The church was restored a 
few years ago. 
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To the north of the village is Bargh Marsh, on vhich 
Edward I, and his army were encamped, waiting for a favour- 
able opportunity to cross the Solway, when death seized the 
monarch, on the 7th July, 1307. The monument represented 
here marks the spot where his tent was pitched at the 




On the northern bank of the Solway is a beacon called the 
Tower of Repentance It was erected by a consc ence str cken 
marander who on a stormy pass^e from the English to the 
other side ot the Firth threw his pr soners overboard m pre 
ference to the cattle which be had stolen. 

Prom Bnrgh the Wall passes by West-end farm-honse to 
Watch Hill ; an accumulation of small stones rendera it probable 
that a mile-castle stood here. It then runs straight down to the 
level of the Marsh at Dykesfield at a place where are bnried the 
cattle slanghtered in the great rinderpest year of 1866. The 
YaUum is traceable at intervals throughout this distance. It a 
seen for the last time about fifty yards north of the public rosd. 
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«ath of Watch Hill. It will be remembered that at bbe 
'taatem extremitj of the Wall there ie no Vallum ; it begins at 
Kewca^tle, and here at the west end it seems to terminate at 
Dytesfield. At Dykesfield there used to be a broken altar to 
the mother goddesaes, found on the spot, and at Longburgh is 
a small altar to Belatncader, also found in the neighbonrhood. 





Although the Wat], when last seen both at Dykesfield and 
Dnunbnrgh, seems to be making straight for the opposite side 
<ifjthe marsh, it maj have skirted its southern margin, going 
nand hj Boustead Hill and Easton. No traces of it now 
remun, but it was cut about the level of the marsh, when the 
<aiial was made, in a field next the marsh on the oppodte side 
of the road to Drumburgh Castle. The question of the route 
taken by the Wall, whether across or round the marsh, can only 
Jje settled by excavation. 

M Drmnburgh is a station, the smallest on the line, con- 
tMDii^ an area of only three-qnarters of an acre. It is fottr 
inilegand a quE^er from Burgh. Sonth of the station is a well, 
awd to be Roman, from which the water is now drawn by a 
pump. The castle -here, of which there are considerable remains, 
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is a fine specimen of the fortified manor-hotiBe of fehe olden time. 
Leland, writing of it in 1539, says: — 'At Drombnrjgh, the 
Lord Dacre'B father bnilded npon old ruines a prety pyle for 
defence of the country. The atones of the Pict Wall were pnlled 
■ down to build it.' 

In catting the canal (now the railway), in the vicinity of 
GlasBon, a prostrate forest of considerable extent was met with. 
' Althoi^h the precise period when this forest fell is not ascer- 



tainable, there is positive proof that it most have been prior to 
the bnildii^ of the Wall, because the foundations of the Wall 
passed obliqnely over it, and lay three or four feet above the 
level of the trees. Much of the timber was somid ; some of it 
was used in formii^ the jetty at Port Carlisle. The President'a 
chair of the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon-Tyne a 
made of it. 
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The Wall, after leaving Drombtirgli, benda to the nortli of 
CliaBBon, keeping to the south of the road, and having reached 
the Bhote, nins along it past Westfield and Kirkland to Port 
Garliale. Occaaionally traces of it are faintly discernible. The 
moDnd called Fisher's Oroes would be an admirable site for 
a mile-castle, and may have been one. Over the door of the 
'Packet' Hotel at Port Carlisle is the fragment of 
an altar, havii^ on it the letters mateibvs svis, 
a dedication, doubtless, to the Deae Matres. The 
site of the Wall may be traced from this point 
nearly all the way to Bowness. It is about one 
hundred yards to the south of the road. Be- 
Bides its foundation, the north fosse occasionally 
appears. The Wall here, when first seen by the late Dr. Bruce, 
was several feet high ; gunpowder was used in bringing it down. 
On the r^ht hand, close by the shore, is another barrow-like 
object, called Knock's Cross. ' As old as Knock's Gross ' is a 
local proverb. 'The water-course to a mill [now disused], 
leadji^ straight to the entrance to Bowness, probably occupies 
the site of the fosse of the Wall.' {Memoir, p. 87.) 

The station of Bowness is well situated. It stands upon 
a bow-ahaped promontory, round which the waters of the 
Solway bend, uid are then lost in the Irish Channel. Its 
platform is sightly elevated above the general level of the 
aumiundii^ country. The station is not made out without 
difficulty. Its northern wall has stood upon the ridge over- 
looHog the estuary. An ancient mound, still known to a 
few as the Bampire, or Rampart Head, is jnst outside its 
eastern rwnpart. Its western rampart is easily detected, its 
foese being well marked ; and its south- w^t angle may, though 
vitk difficulty, be traced. Although the form of the ground 
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might lead to a different coneluBion, the church is to the south 
of the station, and is not included in its area. The greatest 
length of the station is from east to west. It contains an area 
of five acres and a half. Its distance from Drumburgh is 
nearly three miles and three-quarters. Over a stable door, 
about the .middle of the town a little to the east of the 'King's 

Arms' is the small altar here engraved. It 
is a dedication to Jupiter for the welfare 
of the Emperors Gallns and Yolusian, 
and was erected by Sulpicius Secundianns, 
tribune of the — cohort. At Wallsend we 
found that the eastern wall of the station 
was continued down the hill to a point 
below low water mark in the river Tyne; 
a similar arrangement prevailed here. Mr. 
Mac Lauchlan says, 'Beyond Bowness wc 
find no satisfactory account of the con- 
tinuaAce of the Wall, though the old inhabitants point out 
at about two hundred and fifty yards from the north-wert 
angle of the station, a spot where a quantity of stone was dog 
out of the beach many years since, for building purposes, and 
the line of it was followed for some distance under the sand, 
without arriving at the end of it. The direction of these 
remains, as pointed out by the old people, would fall in with 
a continuation of the north front for about one hundred yardS) 
thence down a natural ridge, well suited to a lii^ of defence, 
and on the south of the school house, into the water.' 

At first sight Oamden thought that the Solway was a 
suificient defence, and that the Wall need not have been takes 
thus far; his words are (as rendered by Holland):— * I DMff* 
vailed at first, why they built here so great fortificatiom, 
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considering that for eight miles or thereabout, there lieth 
opposite a very great frith and anne of the sea; but now I 
understand that every ebbe the water is so low, that the 
Borderers and beast-stealers may easily wade over.' 

Although a little to the east of the station, the Solway is 
easily fordable at low water, no one in the memory of the 
inhabitants of the place has forded the estuary westward of the 
town. This circumstance would render Bowness a fit place at 
which to terminate the Wall of Hadrian. 

The present repose of Bowness seems to contrast strangely 
with the bustle which must have reigned in it, when so large 
a station was fully occupied by Roman troops. The little town 
is, however, the resort, during the summer season, of families 
from neighbouring places, for the purpose of sea bathing. 

If the pilgrim who has followed the Wall from its eastern 
to its western extremity has enjoyed favourable weather, he 
will doubtless regret the termination of his labours. 

One consolation remains to him. The Wall was supported, 
both on its northern and southern margin, by stations of con- 
siderable importance, and to these he may now direct his 
attention. 



CHAPTER IV. 



SUPPORTING STATIONS. 

In order rightly to estimate the strength of the Roman Wall, 

we must take into account the stationary camps which existed 

both to the north and the south of it. Against these the wave 

of hostile aggression, in either direction, would, in the first 

instance, dash. 

17 
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The estuary of the Tyne was strongly fortified. There is 
no doubt that there was a camp at Tynemouth, and another at 
the west end of North Shields, though no traces of them are 
now to be found. There were also two on the opposite side of 
the estuary — one on the Lawe, at the east end of South Shields, 
and another at Jarrow. The camp at South Shields has recently 
been to a considerable extent excavated, and some important 
Roman remains have been discovered.* The most remarkable 
is a tombstone now preserved in the museum of the Public 
Library, on which is given the figure of a lady and a bilingual 
inscription. (See plate facing p. 241.) The first part of the 
inscription, which is in Latin, is to this efFect : — ' To the divine 
shades. To Regina, a freedwoman and [his] wife, Barates, a 
Palmyrene [erected this monument. She was] by nation a 
Catuallaunian, [and lived] thirty years.' Then follows a line 
in the Palmyrene language and character, which has been thus 
translated : — ' Regina, freedwoman of Barate, alas ! ' The lady 
seems to be engaged in doing worsted work. 

Another stone from South Shields, a funereal inscription, is 
now also in the same museum, having been lent by Mr. Robert 
Blair, to whom it belongs. (See the wood-cut opposite.) The 
inscription reads as follows, though in consequence of the oblitera- 
tion of two or three letters in it the last line must be regarded 
as somewhat doubtful : — ' To the divine shades of Victor. He 
was by nation a Moor, he lived twenty years, and he was the 
freed man of Numerianus, a horseman of the first ala of the 
Asturians, who most affectionately followed (his former servant 
to the grave).' 

In 1893 a fine slab of the time of Severus Alexander was 
discovered on the site of the camp. It records the construction 
of an aqueduct to the station. As is not unusual, the name of 

* See Arch. Ael, x. p. 223. 
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the Emperor 'Alexander' has been erased. In 1895 an altar was 
discovered dedicated to the goddess Brigimtia by Congemiiccus, 







a name apparently cf ( olti on" n I Dtli nf th c atones a 
likewise m the Musenm at tie Pubhc Library 
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The remains of Bede's church, with its pre-Conquest chancel 
and seventh century dedication stone, and of the monasteiy, 
render a visit to Jarrow very interesting. A full account of 
them may be seen in the Arch. Ael. vol. x. p. 195. 

Chester-le-Street is about seven miles to the south of 
Newcastle. Its name indicates its Roman origin. The diurch, 
church-yard, and deanery gardens stand within the station. 
Numerous Roman remains have been found here. Some are 
preserved in the 'anchorage' at the church; others are in 
private possession, notably two altars belonging to Mr. Oswald, 
architect, of Newcastle. The church itself is well worth a visit, 
with its series of Lumley monuments and pre-Conquest remains. 

An important series of stations stand upon the Roman 
road called Watling Street. Bremenium, the modem High 
Rochester, is the most northerly. It is about twenty-two miles 
north of the Wall. The ramparts, ditches, and gates of the 
station are easily discernible. Some fine pieces of masonry 
remain. Extensive excavations were made here in 1852 by the 
then Duke of Northumberland, and, more recently, by the 
Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle. Important discoveries 
were made, which are detailed in the Arch, Aeliana^ N.S. vol. 
i. p. 69, and in the Lapidarium Septenfrionale. Although the 
excavations are now filled in, there is much in the station and 
its vicinity to gratify the antiquary. The earthen camps at 
Chew Green, on the Scottish side of the boundary-line, are 
very curious, and the Watling Street between Chew Green 
and Bremexium is in a better state of preservation than in 
any other part. 

Otterbum and Elsdon are not far off. The rectory at 
Elsdon, a fortified building of the Umfrevilles, of the fourteenth 
century, and the Moat Hill, an immense earth-work, probably of 
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the early British period, but afterwards occupied by the Homons, 
are worthy of esaminatioo. A Roman inscriptiou is preserved 
in the church. 

Following the Watling Street about seven miles southward, 
we come to Habitancum, the modern Eisingham. The station 
is well defined. To the south of it is the rock on which the 




figure of the famous Rob of Risingham was sculptured The 
upper half of him has been blown oif by gunpowder the lower 
portion of his figure remams, as shown m the wood-cut here 
mtroduced Rismgham is not far from the Woodburn station 
of the Wansbeck Valley Railway 

CoRSTOPiTUM, near Corbndge, is the next station on the 
Watling Street Its form and extent give it the aspect of a 
aty rather than a camp Remains of the bridge across the 
Tyne are to he seen when the river is low 
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Bbchester is the next. All its ramparts may be traced. 
The parish church, built of Roman stones chiefly, stands within 
it. The turnpike road crosses the station, probably on the line 
of the via principalis, 

Lanchester is next in order. Its remains are very encourag- 
ing, though they were more so a few years ago. An interesting 
altar was discovered here in 1893. It is now preserved in the 
south porch of the church. The altar is dedicated to a previously 
unknown goddess *Garmangabis' and to the shades of Gordian 
for the safety of a vexillation of Suevians. The name of 
Gordian has been purposely erased, though traces of it remain. 
This altar also gives us the name of the station Longovidum of 
the Notitia in an abbreviated form (lon). The columns of the 
north aisle of the church being monoliths have every appearance 
of having been removed from the Roman station. 

Binchester is still farther south, on the same line of road. 
It is near Bishop Auckland. Within the station is the most 
perfect hypocaust in the North of England. An interesting 
altar to Jupiter and the Ollototian Mothers was discovered here 
in 1891. This is now in the Black Gate Museum. 

Pierse Bridge is on the north bank of the river Tees. The 
station is well defined. 

To most of these places there is access by railway. 

We now turn to the stations on the Maiden Way. 

Bewcastle is difficult of access. A pedestrian can best reach 
it by taking his course across the moors, from Caervoran or 
from Gilsland : or it may be approached from Brampton. The 
turnpike road is somewhat circuitous. The camp occupies a 
platform slightly elevated above the rivulet Kirkbeck. It 
departs from the usual form of Roman camps, being six-sided, 
and probably a British camp utilized by the Romans. A ruined 
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castle (Bneth's Castle) and the famous obelisk with inscriptions 
in runes give additional interest to the place. 

Whitley Castle is the modern name of another outpost, 
which is situated as far south of the Wall as Bewcastle is north 
of it. It is near Alston, to which there is a branch line from 
Haltwhistle, on the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway. The 
form of the station is peculiar, being that of a trapezoid. In 
addition to the ordinary walls, it is defended, on the western 
side, which is the most exposed, by seven earthen ramparts, 
and on the north by four. Like that at Bewcastle this camp 
was probably British originally. The Maiden Way passes by the 
east side of the station. In the farm-house here, called the 
Castle Nook, is preserved an altar, which is carved on all four 
sides. The inscription has been nearly obliterated, but it has 
DO doubt been dedicated to Apollo. 

We now approach the western extremity of the line. Nearly 
due north from Carlisle, and not far from the Scottish frontier, 
is the station of Netherby. It is about a mile and a half from 
Longtown. The outline of the station is nearly obliterated. 
A number of very important inscribed and sculptured stones, 
derived from this station, formerly preserved in the hall, the 
ancestral seat of the Grahams of Netherby, have recently been 
reffloved to Tullie House Museum in Carlisle. 

Nearly due north from Bowness, and near Ecclefechan in 
Dumfriesshire, is the station of Middleby. Its ramparts and 
gateways are distinct. Some altars and other antiquities found 
in it are preserved at Hoddam Castle. 

There are some important stations south of the Wall. About 
two miles south of Wigton, in Cumberland, is Old Carlisle, a 
large and well-defined station. Several inscribed and sculptured 
stones found here, and formerly preserved at Wigton Hall, have 
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recently been placed in Tullie House, Carlisle. At Coneygarth 
a f ann a short distance east of it, several inscribed and sculptured 
stones are preserved. 

On the cliflfe overhanging the modem town of Maryport 
are the manifest remains of a large Roman station. Its position 
gives it a commanding view of the Solway Firth and Irish 
Channel. The camp is a large one, and the lines of its ramparts 
are very boldly developed. The sill of the eastern gateway is 
deeply worn by the action of chariot wheels. In the neighbour- 
ing mansion of Netherhall, the seat of Mr. H, P. Senhouse, is 
preserved a large and very important collection of inscriptions 
and other antiquities fcfUnd in the station here. 

At Moresby, within a short distance of Whitehaven, are the 
well-defined outlines of another Roman camp. It was partially 
excavated by Lord Lonsdale in 1860, but little of importance 
was found. The ramparts, and the walls of some buildings in 
the interior, were found standing about a yard high. A military 
way ran along the coast from this station, by Maryport, to the 
extremity of the Wall at Bowness. 

One object of the camps on the Cumbrian coast, no doubt, 
was to exclude the 'Scots,' who at that time * poured out of 
Ireland.' It should be noticed that every one of these camps 
has a good harbour for vessels close to it, thus indicating com- 
mercial relations oversea. 

At a very short notice the garrisons of an extensive frontier 
could be concentrated on any one point. 
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CHAPTER V. 



THE BUILDER OF THE WALL. 

We may now discuss the question, When was the Wall built 
and who was its builder? or, to put it differently. Are the 
several parts of the Wall one work, or were they distinct 
structures, reared at different times by different persons ? 

Gildas, the earliest British historian, gives us the following 
account of its structure. After the departure of the Romans 
'The Britons, impatient at the assaults of the Scots and- Picts, 
their hostilities and dreadful oppressions, send ambassadors to 
Rome with letters, entreating in piteous terms the assistance of 
an armed band to protect them, and offering loyal and ready 
submission to the authority of Rome, if only they would expel 
their invading foes. A legion is immediately sent, forgetting 
their past rebellion, and provided sufficiently with arms.' We 
are further told that all of the Picts and Scots were driven 
beyond the borders, and the humiliated natives rescued from 
the bloody slavery which awaited them. But this was not 
enough : * By the advice of their protectors, they now built a 
wall across the island from one sea to the other, which, being 
manned by a proper force, might be a terror to the foes whom 
it was intended to repel and a protection to their friends whom 
it covered. But this wall being of turf instead of stone was of 
no use to that foolish people, who had no head to guide them.' 
On the departure of the Roman legion their former enemies 
descended upon them, spread slaughter on every side, and over- 
ran the whole country. *And now again they send suppliant 
ambassadors, with their garments rent and their heads covered 
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with ashes, imploring assistance from the Eomans.' The 
Romans came once more to their help, and once more delivered 
them from their foes, ' and, because they thought this also of 
advantage to the people they were about to leave, they, with the 
help of the miserable natives, built a wall different from the 
former, by public and private contributions, and of the same 
structure as walls generally, extending in a straight line from 
sea to sea, between some cities, which, from fear of their enemies, 
had there by chance been built. They then give energetic 
counsel to the timorous natives, and . . . then left the 
island never to return.' 

The Picts and Scots of course descended upon the country 
with greater boldness than before. * To oppose them there was 
placed on the heights a garrison equally slow to fight and ill 
adapted to run away . . . Meanwhile the hooked weapons 
of their enemies were not idle, and our wretched countrymen 
were dragged from the Wall and dashed against the ground. 
Such premature death, however, painful as it was, saved them 
from seeing the miserable sufferings of their brothers and 
children.' 

Gildas is a weak and wordy writer. Living as a monk at 
Bangor in the sixth century, he would have little opportunity 
of becoming acquainted with events which had occurred in the 
North of England in the second and third centuries, or even in 
the fifth. 

Some writers have conceived that the Latin poet Claudian 
gives countenance to the view that the Wall was built after the 
departure of the Romans from Britain, and that it was erected 
by order of Stilicho, the prime minister of the Emperor 
Honorius. The passage of Claudian which bears most strongly 
upon this subject is the following : — 
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Me quoque vicinis pereuntem gentibus, inquit, 
Munivit Stilicho, totam cum Scotus lernen 
Movit, et infesto spumavit remige Tethys 
lUius effectum curis, ne tela timerem 
Scotica, ne Pictos tremerem, neu litore tuto 
Prospicerem dubiis venturum Saxona ventis. 

Which Hterally translated will read thus : ' [Britannia] said, 
Stilicho defended me, also perishing from attack of the neigh- 
bouring nations, when the Scot put in motion the whole of 
lerne, and the sea foamed with the hostile rower. It has been 
effected by the care of that general that I should not fear the 
weapons of the Scot, that I should not dread the Pict, nor look 
out from the secure shore for the Saxon ready to come with the 
veering winds.' 

Claudian is not a writer of authority. The great object of 
his verse is to flatter his patrons. ' Hence it is impossible to 
feel any confidence in the fidelity of the narrator in regard to 
those incidents not elsewhere recorded.' • 

Bede follows Gildas in his account of the works. 

Let us now look at the probabilities of the case. Is it likely 
that at a time when Rome was weakened by being divided into 
an eastern and western empire, at a time, too, when barbaric 
foes were making head against the rulers of both, Rome should 
be able once and again to despatch a legion to this distant part 
of the empire, in order to relieve the Britons from their 
distress ? 

Again, is it likely that a work of such extent as the Roman 
Wall, and involving such a vast amount of labour, could be so 
speedily executed as the words of Gildas would imply ? 

* Professor Ramsay, in Smith's Dictionary of Greek and Boman 
Biography, article * Claudianus.' 
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If a legion came to Britain in the fifth century, what legion 
was it ? The second and the twentieth legions came into 
Britain in the time of Claudius, and the sixth in the time of 
Hadrian. The twentieth had been withdrawn from Britain 
before the compilation of the Notitia, near the beginning of 
the fifth century, and the other two retired not long afterwards 
on the final abandonment of the island. All of these troops 
have left inscriptions on the Wall, several of them dating 
from the time of Hadrian. How is it that we have no trace of 
any other legion than these ? It is also an important fact that 
none of the inscribed stones found in Britain gives indication of 
a date so late as the time of Honorius. The latest inscription 
found in Britain, of which the date can be ascertained, belongs 
to the time of Crispus, the son of Constantine the Great. 
Crispus was put to death a.d. 326. 

We proceed to consider another theory. Horsley and some 
other writers think that the stations of the Wall were erected 
by Agricola, and that the north agger of the Vallum was also 
his work, it being the road by which intercourse was kept up 
from station to station. The ditch of the Valium, and the 
aggers to the south of it, they ascribe to Hadrian ; the stone 
Wall, with its fosse and military way, they consider to be the 
work of Severus. 

Let us look at the probabilities of this theory. It is certain 
that when Agricola advanced into Caledonia, with a view to the 
conquest of that country, he left several forts in his rear to pre- 
vent surprise, and to secure his retreat if necessary ; but is it 
likely that he would build a chain of forts, four miles apart, all 
the way from the Tyne to the Solway ? Not only would it be 
quite unnecessary, but he would not have time to do it in, for 
he seems only to have rested a single winter in the North of 
England. 
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Again, can any one who has seen the north agger of the 
Vallum, conceive that it has been intended for a military way ? 
It is a mere mound of earth and stone, and is destitute of pave- 
ment. It is usually a little lai^er than the two southern 
mounds, but in no important particular does it differ from 
them. Further, it is a fact admitted on all hands that all the 
lines of the Vallum, the north agger, the fosse, the two 
southern aggers, run right across the country in lines perfectly 
parallel with each other. Now, is it likely that if these lines 
were constructed at different times by different engineers and 
for different purposes, this would be the case ? Most persons 
traversing the Vallum from end to end will come to the conclu- 
sion that its several parts are the works of one man, of one 
period, and for one object. 

Let us next consider how far the theory is tenable that the 
Vallum, taken as a whole, was constructed by Hadrian, and that 
Severas built the stone Wall. 

Severus, like Agricola, contemplated the conquest of Scot- 
land. He would not build the Wall before he went upon his 
northern expedition. When he returned from his three years' 
campaign, sick and sad, having lost fifty thousand men in his 
enterprize, he would have neither the inclination to enter upon 
so vast a work nor the power of doing so. He died shortly after 
his return at York, and his sons, Caracalla and Geta, beat a 
hasty retreat to Rome. 

Let us look at the works themselves, and consider their 
testimony. If the Vallum had been an independent fortifica- 
tion, erected with a view to operations against a northern foe, it 
would have been drawn along the northern side of the stations 
or have been brought up to their northern ramparts ; the fact, 
however, is that it usually approaches their southern rampart. 
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leaving the station itself, so far as it is concerned, wholly exposed 
to the enemy. 

Again, if the Yallum had been an independent fortification, 
its track would have been along those portions of country which 
would have enabled the military to operate with greatest effect 
against a northern foe. This is by no means the case. For 
miles together, the Valium runs along low-lying ground, which 
is commanded by considerable elevations to the north of it. 
Grenerally speaking, the Yallum occupies ground which is best 
for a defence against a southern foe ; the Wall that which is 
best against a northern. This fact is fully admitted by Horsley. 
He says : ' It must be owned that the southern prospect of 
Hadrian's work [the Valium] and the defence on that side, is 
generally better than on the north, whereas the northern 
prospect and defence have been principally, or only taken care of 
in the Wall of Severus.'* We must therefore either come to 
the conclusion that Hadrian reared not only the Vallum as a 
means of preventing aggression on the part of the subdued 
but discontented Britons to the south of his line of military 
organization, but the Wall also as a line of operation against his 
fierce and avowed enemies on the north ; or that his engineers 
were great blunderers, and offended against the primary rule of 
castrametation as laid down by Vegetius, *That care should be 
taken to have no neighbouring hill higher than the fortification, 
which, being seized by the enemy, might be of ill consequence.' 

Further, it is impossible to conceive that the stations of 
BoRCOVicus, Aesica, and others, would have been placed where 
they are, unless the Wall had been intended to traverse the 
basaltic heights which it now does. The Wall and these stations 
must have been virtually contemporaneous, and parts of the 

* Horsley's Britannia^ p. 126. 
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aaaie great desigD. These stations are where they are in order 
to aocommodate the troops who manned the Wall in these parts. 

The evidence of the coins found in the Barcombe quarry 
(p. 172) is also in favour of the theory that Hadrian built the 
WaU. 

Lastly, the testimony of inscriptions is strongly in favour of 
it. Several stones found upon the Wall mention the name of 
Hadrian, none on the Wall itself bears the name of Severus. 
The mile-castles are an integral part of the Wall. Now in four 
of these mile-castles slabs have been found, bearing in bold 
(diaracters the name of Hadrian and his propraetor Aulus 
Platorius Nepos. (See pp. 116, 163, 167, 175, 179.) These 
mile-castles are the one immediately west of Housesteads, that 
opposite Hot Bank, the one at Castle Nick, and that at Cawfields. 
They all occur in the wild, central portion of the mural tract, 
where the Wall and its buildings have been less interfered with 
than elsewhere. The probability is that similar inscriptions 
have been attached to all the mile-castles along the Wall. The 
name of Severus does not occur in any of them. It has been 
objected that these stones are for the most part in a broken 
condition, that they have been found among the deh'is on the 
floor of the buildings, and that they may have been brought 
from the Vallum as building stones. That they should be 
fomid in a fractured condition, and amongst the rubbish of the 
floor, is just what we should expect. Every station on the Wall, 
every castle, every turret, bears marks of having suifered more 
than once from the vengeance of a successful foe. It is most 
TmHkely that these stones should have been brought from the 
Tallum, for the Vallum has no buildings specially connected 
with it ; and curiously enough it happens that the four mile- 
castles in which these stones have been found are farther 
removed from the Vallum than is usually the case. 
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Justice to the memory of Horaiej requires that we shonld 
state that all the inscripbioDB found upon the Wall bearing tbe 
name of Hadrian have heen discovered since his day, with the 
exception of the fragment of one,* which he had not the means 
of reading correctly. 

If Hadrian built the Wall as well aa the Vallum, it is quite 
evident that Severus, before setting ont on his northern expedi- 
tion, repaired the Wall, and saw that the stations were put into 
an efficient state of repair. We do not, as haa been already 
stated, find hie name on any inscriptions found upon the line of 
the Wall itself ; bnt we find it inscribed upon some quarries in 
Cumberland, and upon slabs found at Hexham, Risingham, and 




at Old Carhsle. An inscription found at Risingham on the 

Watling Street, north of the Wall, is suggestive It is shown 
in the wood-cut here given. It gives him the honour of 
restoring the gate of the station over which it was set, and the 
cont^nous wall — poetam citm hcris vbtvstatk dilapsm 
... A 80L0 EBSTiteiV. This is probably the whole history 
of Sevems's connection with the Wall ; he repaired it and set it 
* The left hand portion of the one found at Milking Gap. 
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in order. As being the last person to have any dealings with it, 
it was called in the i^es immediately subsequent to him, the 
Wall of Severus; just as the western world, which was dis- 
covered by Columbus, took the name of a subsequent adventurer 
Amerigo Vespucci. 

The reader wDl naturally ask, What say the ancient writers 
upon the question at issue ? If their statements are not 
entirely satisfactory, they are at all events not inimical to the 
view here taken that Hadrian buDt the Wall. Two historians 
of note flourished during the reign of Severus — Dion Cassius 
and Herodian — and they both treat of British affairs. Dion 
Cassius twice mentions the Wall. Speaking of the state of 
things in the time of Commodus, he says, ^ Some of the nations 
within that island, having passed over the Wall (to tcixos) 
which divided them from the Eoman station, . . . committed 
much devastation,' etc. {Monummta ffistorica, p. lix.) The 
other passage relates to the reign of Severus: 'Among the 
Britons, the two greatest tribes are the Caledonians and the 
Meatae .... The Meatae dwell close to the Wall, which 
divides the island into two parts; the Caledonians beyond 
them.' (Mon, Hist p. Ix.) Herodian flourished about the 
year 288. The only reference which he makes to the Wall is 
the following : ' His (Severus's) army having passed beyond the 
rivers and fortresses which defended the Eoman territory, there 
were frequent attacks and skirmishes, and retreats on the side 
of the barbarians.' 

These are the only passages that we have in the writings 
of any contemporary author ; they are consistent with the 
idea that Hadrian built the Wall, but scarcely so with the 
supposition that Severus was the builder. 

Spartian is the next writer who mentions the subject. He 

18 



258 THE BUILDER OF THE WALL. 

is not an author of much credit ; and as he did not flourish till 
the close of the third century, his testimony is of the less value. 
Speaking of Hadrian, he says : ' He sought Britain, where he 
corrected many things, and first drew a Wall {murum duxU) 
for eighty miles to separate the barbarians and the Romans.' 
Writing of Severus, he says : * He secured Britain which is the 
chief glory of his reign, having drawn a Wall across the island 
{muro per transversam insulam ducto) ; whence he also received 
the name of Britannicus.' {Mon, Hist p. Ixv.) Once more he 
mentions the Wall in connection with Severus: 'After the 
emperor had passed the Wall or Vallum (j>08t murum aut 
vallum mis8um\ and was returning to the nearest station,' etc. 
(Mmi. Hist p. Ixv.) 

Julius Capitolinus, who flourished at the close of the third 
century, in recording the erection of the Antonine Wall in 
Scotland, says : * Antoninus carried on many wars by his legate ; 
for he conquered even the Britons by his legate Lollius 
Urbicus ; having, after driving back the barbarians, constructed 
another wall composed of turf {alio muro cespiticio dticto,y 
{Hon, Hist p. Ixv.) 

These are the chief passages bearing upon the subject, and 
all that our space will admit of. 

These quotations are not in themselves decisive, but none of 
them invalidates the testimony which the builders of the Wall 
themselves have given us in the tablets of stone found in the 
mile-castles. We must always bear in mind, too, that Hadrian 
was a great builder, while Severus was not. 

The first of modem writers to propound the view here advo- 
cated was Stukeley, the Antiquary. His testimony, as given in 
his Iter Boreale, is : ' In my judgment the true intent both of 
Hadrian's Vallum and Severus's Wall was in effect to make a 
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camp extending across the kingdom ; consequently was fortified 
both ways, north and south.' ' Both works were made at the 
same time, and by the same persons.' The Rev. John Hodgson, 
in the last volume which he lived to write of his History of 
Northumherland^ enters at length upon the subject and success- 
fully pleads the cause of Hadrian. The following calmly 
written sentence has great force, especially when we consider the 
great attention he had given to the subject ; and with it we 
conclude : ' In the progress of the preceding investigations, I 
have gradually and slowly come to the conviction, that the 
whole Barrier between the Tyne at Segedunum and the Solway 
at Bowness, and consisting of the Vallum and the Murus, with 
all the castella and towers of the latter, and many of the 
stations on their line, were planned and executed by Hadrian ; 
and I have endeavoured to show that in this whole there is 
unity of design, and a fitness for the general purposes for which 
it was intended, which I think would not have been accom- 
plished if part of the Vallum had been done by Agricola, the 
rest of it by Hadrian, and the Murus, with its castella, towers, 
and military way by Severus.' 

In taking leave of these two renowned men, Hadrian and 
Severus, who for a time held the world in their grasp, it may be 
allowable to advert to the testimony which they left behind 
them as to the unsatisfactory nature of their vast possessions 
and advantages. Hadrian, in his last sickncES, is said to have 
addressed his soul in these words : 

Animula, vagula, blandula 
Hospes, comesque corporis 
Quae nunc abibis in loca 
Pallidula, rigida, nudula ? 
Nee ut soles dabis joca. 
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Lines which have been thus imitatFed by Prior : 

Poor little, pretty, fluttering thing, 

Must we no loneer ll''e together, 
And dost tlion prune thy trembling wing.i 

To take thy flight thon tuow'st not whither! 
Thy hnmorong vein, thy pleaeing folly, 

Lies all neglected, all forgot ; 
And pensive, WBTering, melaacboly, 

Thott dread'st and hop'at thou know'at not what.r 

Severus'a restless pursuit after tiappinesB was equally Tain. 
His dying words are said to have been 'Omnia fni et nihil 
ezpedit:' 'I have tried everything, and found nothii^ of any 

avail.' 



CHAPTER VI.! 



THE ANTIQUITIES FOUND NEAE THE WALL. 

Many specimeBB have been given in the course of the pre- 
ceding pages of the most important class of antiquities found 
upon the Wall — altars, dedicatory slabs, and centurial stones. 
Gold corns are extremely rare, many silver pieces have been 
found , the capper and brass corns that have been picked up are 




for the most part very highly corroded. Finger rings of gold, 
silver, bronze, iron, and ]et are occasionally dug np. Many of 
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them oonttua a jasper, carnelien, or artificiai stone, od which 
Home design Is ronghly but effectivel; cnl. One of the moet 
valnable acqaisltions of this kind is the intaglio found in the 
statitm of Cilxtbkuh, &ad now in the Ghesters Museum. On 
tlte fitone has been carved the representation of a chariot race 
in the Circns Maximns at Borne. It is remarkable what a 




number of objects the artist has been enabled to represent 
in so small a space, and so correctly. The wood-cut here 
given ia drawn to four times the size of the ordinal. 
Pibnlae or brooches, generally of bronze, for the fastening of 
the woollen garments of the men, as well as women, are also 
found. 

Another interesting discovery shows that the Romans 
resident in Britain were not neglectful of the fine arts. The 
wood-cat represents a cameo, found at South Shields, and now 
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in the poaseBsion of Mr. Blair, of that town. The atone ia Indian 
sardonyx of two layers, the upper opaque white, the lower a 
rich ti-analucent brown. The subject ia a bear. The wood-ciit 
below 18 of the size of the or^;inal. Cameos of this descrip- 
tion were mounted in gold and silver, and served for faatenii^ 




the great military cloak npon the shoalder, jin the manner of 
the modern aolitaire. 

If the object shown in the wood-cut, which ia here given 
of its full size, be, as it appears, a vinaigrette (Fig. 1), it proTfis 




that the elegancies of life were not, even in those days of 
fierce conflict, banished from the region of the Wall. If 
modem locksmiths had but studied Roman antiquities, thej 
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ffonld have foDnd a roya) road to Bome of their modem 
inventions. Here is a key (Fig. 2) of elaborate form, intended 
to be worn as a ring upon the finger ; it is in the mnseum at 
Cheaters. 

Pottery is nsually found abundantly in every Roman 
camp that has been long occnpied. The Samian ware is 
very beantifnl, and very characteristic It ia eometimee 
embossed, as in the specimen here given, but more frequently 




plain. Thifl species of ware has been imported from the 
continent. Other kinds are common, and were probably of 
native manufacture. Amongst them may be noted the 
martarium, a strong shallow dish with a apout (of which there 
is a specimen in the centre of the wood-cat on the .following 
p^e), which was used for pounding their food in, and was also 
occaaionally thrust amongst the embers as a stew-pan. Fr^- 
ments of amphorae are not oncommon. Glass vessels are 
occasionally met with, but they are rare. Window glass, as has 
abeady been mentioned (p. 103), is also found. 

Large and interesting collecttouB of Boman antiquities from 
the Wall and the camps in the North of England may be seen 
in the museums in the Black Gate, at Newcastle, at Ohest«r8, 
and in Tullie House, in Carlisle. 



S64 C0KCLU810K. 

The writer would now withdraw, hopii^ that the Btndent, 
about to visit the Wall, for whose benefit he has penned these 
pages, may be strong of limb and stout of heart to undertake 
his task, that the sky may be propitious, and that ever; step of 




his journey may yield him knowle<^e, stimulate the noblest 
aspirations of his soul, and fit him the better to fulfil those high 
duties for the dischatge of which we have all been called into 
existence. 
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DIPLOMA OF CITIZENSHIP. 

In excavating the eastern guard chamber of the southern 
gateway of the camp at Cilubnum, a small bronze tablet was 
found. (See p. 92.) The author coming up at the time 
al its discovery, it was put into his hands by the careful 
excavator, "William Tailford. Although obscured with verdigris 
and mould, he discerned its real nature and importance. It is 
not every day that we enjoy the excitement of reading an 
important historical document which has been hid from human 
eyes for more than a thousand years. 

Roman citizenship was a privilege of great value. It 
rendered a man eligible for all public offices, whether civil, 
military, or sacred. It gave him the right of voting in the 
public assemblies, and of appealing from any decision of the 
magistrates to the supreme authority in the state. A citizen 
alone could hold property or make a will. He only could 
contract a lawful marriage. A Roman citizen could not be 
bound ; he could not be scourged ; and if guilty of a crime for 
which death was the penalty, he could not be put to death by 
torture ; he was beheaded. 

The right of Roman citizenship was obtained by birth or by 
gift. In the reign of Claudius, chiefly through the agency of 
his wife, Messalina, it became purchasable. At first it was, as 
Dion Cassius tells, very dear. 

When the privilege was conferred by the emperor, the 
decree announcing the fact was engraved upon plates of bronze, 
and affixed to some pubUc place for the perusal of all. Further, 
it is understood, that a copy of the decree, also engraved upon 
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bronze, was given to each individual to whom the citizenship 
was granted, that he might the more readily assert his claim. 
This copy was engraved upon two small plates, which folded 
together and might be easily carried upon the person. The 
decree was written both on the inside and outside of the plates; 
on the one side the lines ran along the plates, on the other 
across them. The copy contained the names of five or six 
witnesses, who certified as to its correctness, and it stated where 
the original decree was displayed. These precautions rendered 
it an easy matter for a man to establish his citizenship. Falsely 
to claim it was death. When the Apostle Paul claimed to be a 
citizen his word was not for one moment doubted.* These 
diplomas are often called Tabulm honestae missionis. 

The inscription on the Chesters diploma is as follows, the 
words which are supplied being printed in italics : 

INSIDE. 

Imp • Caes • divi B^ADrianif • divi Trajani Part • n 
divi Nervae pros • T • Aeliics Hadrianua An- 
noninus aug ■ Pivs pont ■ max • tr • pot • miii 

iMj» • a • <?0S liiip • p . 
EQ • ET PED • qui mil • in al • Hi • et coh - xi q - a • aug • 

GAL • PEOC • ET I et i Hisp ' Astur • et i 

CELT • ET I HISP • ET i Ael • Docor ' et i Ael • classica 
ET I FID • ET II GAL • E^ ii et vi Nervior • et Hi 



BBAC • ET nil LING • et HH Gallont/in et sunt in 
BBITTAN • SVB PAPiEio Aeliano quinque et rig • stip • 
EMEB • DIM • HON • nnissione quorum no7tiina suhitcripta 
SVNT c • E • QVI EOBV?/t non haherent dedit et 
CONVB. CVM vxOBlBtt* quafi tunc habuissent 
CVM EST CIV. IIS Data aut cum its qua^ postea 
duxissent dumtaxat singuli, etc. 

* Acts xvi. 87, 38 ; xxii. 27, 28. 
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OUTSIDB. 
Imp • CAESAB DIVI HADBIANI P • DIVI 

Trajani paet • nepos divi neevae peo 

nep • T • ^^LIVS HADBIANVB ANTONIinrS 

Aug • pitMpOTUT MAX • TB • POT Villi IMP • n COS • III I 

P ■ p ■ equit • etpKDIT • QVI MILITAVEE • IN ALIS III 

et cohort • xi quAE appell • avg • gall • peocvl • et i 

EtT HIBP • A8TVE • ET I CELTIB • 

et i Hisp • et i AELIA DACOE • et Faelia 

CLASSICS et ifid ' 1JABD • ET 11 GALLOE • ET II ET 

^ NEEVItfr?/?« et Hi BraC ■ ET IIII LING • ET IIII GALL . 

ET SVNT IN Bri^fflNNIA SVB PAPIEIO AELI- 

ANO QYINQue et vigiSTI STIPEND • EMEEIT 

is dimissis honesta missione qv-orvm nomina 

subscript a sunt^ etc. 

Some portions of this inscription which are wanting on the 
one side of the plate are found on the other. We are thns able 
to make out the names of all the troops, with a single exception, 
to whom the important privilege of citizenship was by it given. 
Some phrases of a formal character which are also wanting may 
be supplied from other diplomas. 

Making use of these means we get an inscription which may 
be thus rendered in English : 

The emperor Caesar (of the deified Hadrian son, of the deified Trajan 
styled the Parthian grandson, of the deified Nerva great-grandson), 
Titus Aelius Hadrianus Antoninus august, pious, chief priest, possessing 
the tribunician power for the ninth time, declared imperator for the 
second time, consul for the fourth time, the father of his country, to the 
cavalry and infantry, in three alae and eleven cohorts, which are named 

the imperial horse regiment of Gauls styled the Proculeian, and 

and the first of the Asturians, and the first of the Celtiberians, and the 
first of the Spaniards, and the first of the Dacians styled the Aelian, and 
the first of the Marines styled the Aelian, and the first of the Varduli 
styled the faithful, and the second of the Gauls, and the second and the 
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sixth of the Nervii, and the third of the Bracarians, and the fourth of 
the Lingones, and the fourth of the G-auls; and are in Britain under 
Papirius Aelianus; [to all of them] who having completed twenty-five 
campaigns and obtained an honourable discharge, whose names are given 
below, who do not already possess it, he has given the Roman citizenship 
and the right of lawful marriage with the wives they had when the 
citizenship was given, or with those they may afterwards take, provided 
one at a time. 

The document dates from the year a.d. 146, when Antoninus 
Pius possessed the tribunician power for the ninth time, was 
imperator a second time, and consul for the fourth time. 

The late Mr. John Clayton, rightly conceiving that the 
Chesters diploma was of national importance, presented it to the 
British Museum, where it and three others found in Britain are 
preserved for the benefit of the zealous antiquary. 

Three diplomas of citizenship had previously been found in 
England, and the fragment of a fourth. The earliest of these 
was found at Malpas, in Cheshire. It was issued by Trajan, and 
bears the date of a.d. 104. At Sydenham, in Kent, another has 
been discovered ; it also was issued by Trajan, and bears the 
date of A.D. 106. The third was found at Riveling, near 
Stannington, in Yorkshire, and was issued by Hadrian, in the 
year a.d. 124. All of these are in the British Museum. 
Admirable chromo-lithographic plates of them, of the size of the 
original, are to be found in the Lapidarium S&ptmtrionale, The 
fragment of a fourth, of the time of Antoninus Pius, a.d. 146, 
was found at Walcot, in Somersetshire. It is in the museum at 
Huntingdon, and is figured in the Archaeologia Aeliana, vol. 
viii. p. 219. 
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EXCURSIONS. 

It is diflBcult to plan excursions for travellers with whose 
physical powers you are unacquainted. The state of the 
weather, too, another matter of uncertainty, will, in most 
instances, have to be taken into account. Still a few sug- 
gestions may not be unacceptable. 

A pilgrimage along the whole line of the Wall may be 
accomplished in about a week. The first day may be occupied 
in examining the Roman inscriptions in the Black Gate Museum 
of the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle, visiting the Old Castle, 
and doing that portion of the "Wall that lies between "Wallsend 
and Newcastle. On the second day, the stretch of "Wall 
between Newcastle and ChoUerford, about twenty-one miles, 
may be traversed. At Harlow Hill, ten miles out of New- 
castle, simple refreshments may be obtained, and if need be a 
bed. If accompanied by an open carriage it may be resorted to 
occasionally with advantage. At the * George Inn,' ChoUerford, 
a very pleasant hostelry, accommodation of every kind can be 
obtained ; here also carriages are kept. 

Between ChoUerford and Gilsland the great difficulty a 
tourist meets with is to find places where he can obtain food 
and rest ; for these he will, for the most part, have to leave 
the "Wall, and betake himself to the towns on the banks of the 
South Tyne, though at Hot Bank near Crag Lough, accom- 
modation for three or four people of a simple kind may be 
obtained. At Haydon Bridge he will find ample accommoda- 
tion, at Bardon Mill one or two travellers can be housed, and at 
Haltwhistle there are several inns. 
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On the third day of his journey our traveller may, by dint 
of exertion, traverse the Wall from Chesters to Cawfields mile- 
castle, stop at Hot Bank, or strike down to Haltwhistle for the 
night. He may, if he think proper, indulge in the use of 
wheels as far as Sewingshields, alighting at every point of 
interest. In traversing the high grounds over which the Wall 
runs in the central part of its course, and giving due attention 
to the objects of interest you meet with, you cannot go at the 
rate of more than two miles an hour. 

In estimating the distance of one point from another, it is 
convenient to note how many mile-castles lie between them; 
remembering that the castella are, for the most part, one 
Roman mile (about seven furlongs) from each other. 

On the fourth day, the pilgrim rejoining the Wall at Caw- 
fields may easily get to Gilsland by the evening, where there is 
ample accommodation at * The Shaws ' Hotel. 

Next day he ought to reach Carlisle. In order to do this 
he will either have to leave a visit to Lanercost and Naworth to 
some future occasion, or avail himself of the aid of a wheeled 
vehicle. In any case, the latter part of his journey will be a 
toilsome one, as the objects of special interest are but few. 
Bed and board may be obtained at the Temperance Hotel near 
Lanercost bridge. At Carlisle he should visit the cathedral 
and castle, and the collection of Koman inscriptions and anti- 
quities in TuUie House. 

At the close of the sixth day he will probably find himself 
standing upon the ramparts of the station at Bowness, gazing 
at the heights of Criffel on the other side of the Solway. 

Many persons may wish to visit only the chief points of 
attraction on the Wall, and to spend a single day at a time in 
doing so. For such persons the following hints may be of use. 
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The most interesting centres of observation are the camps of 
OiLURNUM, Chesters ; BoRCOVicus, Housesteads ; and Ambog- 
LAUNA, Birdoswald, and the neighbourhood of each. 



1. — To see Oilurnum, Chesters, and neighbourhood, take 
the early North British train from Newcastle to Chollerford. 
From this point, walk along the eastern bank of the North 
Tyne to view the abutment of the bridge (p. 72) ; returning 
to the road, make up Brunton Bank to see the turret and fine- 
piece of the Wall at Brunton (p. 71) ; then go to Chesters to 
examine the station there (p. 87). Having done this, the 
traveller may be disposed to rest from his labours, and seek the- 
refreshment of the inn. If, however, he be disposed for further 
exertion, he can extend his walk westward as far as the top of 
Limestone Bank, in the course of which the Vallum is seen to 
advantage : the turret and Wall on Black Carts Farm (p. 121) 
may be examined, and the extraordinary excavations of the 
fosses of the Wall and Vallum on the top of Limestone Bank 
explored. Ketum to Chollerford for evening train. The 
distance to the top of Limestone Bank from Chesters is perhaps 
a little more than two and a half Roman miles. The gradients 
are heavy. 



2. — To visit BoRCOVicus, Housesteads (p. 140). Either 
engage a conveyance at the * George ' Inn, Chollerford, or go by 
the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway to Haydon Bridge, take the 
road which leads to the Wall at Sewingshields, a distance of about 
five miles, chiefly uphill, then traverse the heights, in com- 
panionship with the Wall, to Housesteads, and to Housesteads 
mile-castle, as far as Crag Lough beside Hot Bank. If tired,.. 
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the tourist may then make for the railway at Bardon Mill, 
which is distant abont three miles ; visiting Yindolana on his 
way. A strong walker may, however, press on to the mile- 
castle at Cawfields, passing on his way Peel Crag and the 
heights of Winshields. At Cawfields he may make for. the 
railway at Haltwhistle, distant about two miles. . . 



8. — If a shorter excursion to Housesteads be desired, let 
the tourist alight at Bardon Mill, and then proceed to Vindo- 
LANA, the modem Chesterholm. After seeing the station, the 
inscribed stones about the house, and the mile-stone, let him 
then make for the military road, and go thence to Housesteads, 
which lies about half a mile to the east of the point where he 
joins the main road. If so disposed, he may on his way 
clamber up the eastern height of Barcombe, to examine the 
Ancient British camp there (p. 178). Having examined the 
station, he may then, if he pleases, return to Bardon Mill ; but 
it wiU be better for him to proceed a little more than a mile 
farther along the "Wall in a westerly direction, visiting the 
Housesteads mile-castle, and viewing the Northumberland lakes 
from the mural height nearest Hot Bank. Hot Bank is three 
miles from the railway station at Bardon Mill, to which he may 
then go. 



4. — ^AMBoaLANNA, Birdoswald (p. 196). The objects of 
interest in this neighbourhood are very easily seen in a day. 
Besides the Roman station and the Wall, there are Mumps Ha', 
Gilsland Spa, Lanercost Priory, and Naworth Castle. If the 
visitor begins his investigations at Gilsland, he may, after tracing 
the Wall to Birdoswald, and examining the station there, follow 
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the Wall as far as Hare Hill, and then make his way to Lanercost 

and Naworth (p. 210). There is a Temperance Hotel on the south 

side of the bridge at Lanercost, where beds and refreshments 

may be obtained. About a mile south of Naworth Castle is one 

of the stations of the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway. If the 

traveller wishes to find himself at Gilsland at the close of his day's 

peregrinations, he can reverse the order of the proceedings here 

suggested. He could also return from Naworth to Gilsland by 

road past the interesting little church of Over Denton (p. 194). 

After having made one or two excursions, the mural 

investigator will have gained sufficient experience to be his 

own guide, requiring no other assistance than that which this 

little work affords and the accompanying map. The writer, 

therefore, thinks it needless to ofFer further suggestions. 




19 



INDEX. 



Abutment of bridge at Chesters, 73 
Aerarium at Chesters, 94 
Aesica, Great Chesters, 180 
Agricola, Calpurnias, 7 

'■ Julius, 6 

Ala, a cavalry regiment, 13 

Ala Sabiniana^ 63 

Amboqlanna, 196, 272 

Amphitheatre at Housesteads, 139 

Andernach mill-stones, 138 

Anociticus, altar to, 50 

Autenociticus, altar to, 50 

Antoninus Pius, 7, 110 

Apollo, altar to, 82 

Arcadius, 10, 11 

Arthur, King, traditions respecting, 

131, 133 
Astarte. altar to, 79 
Asturians at Chesters, 108 

Ist wing of, 51 

2nd cohort of, 180 

Badge of 2nd legion, 113 

r 20th legion, 113, 171 

Bagpiper, Roman, 226 
Banks Head, 209 
Banna, 192 
Barcombe Hill, 165 
Beaumont, 234 
Bede, 251 
Bee Houses, 41 
Belatucader, an altar to, 187 
Benwell Hill, station of, 50 
Bewcastle, 246 
Binchester, 246 
Birdoswald, 196 
Black Dike, the, 134 

Pasture Quarry, 70 

Blake Chesters, 39 



Bleatarn, 223 

Boadicea, 6 

Bones of animals in stations, 101 

BoECOVicus [^Borcovicium]^ 136, 

189, 271 
Boudicca {^Boadicea], 6 
Bowness, 239 
Bradley Hall, 165 
Brampton, 228 
Bbbmenium, 244 
Bridges, Roman, at Chesters, 72; 

Corbridge, 245 ; Lanercost, 213 ; 

Newcastle, 44 
Broomlee Lough, 134 
Brunt Ha'penny Field, 63 
Brunton, Wall at, 71 
Builder of the Wall, who? 249 
Burgh -upon-Sands, 235 
Busy Gap, 135 
Byker Hill, 42 

Oaervoran, 187 

Camden's Britannia, 1 

Camp, Ancient British, on Bar- 
combe, 173 

earthen, opposite mile-castle, 

68 • 

Capitolinus, Julias, 258 

Caracalla, 8 

Caractacus, 6 

Carausius, 9 

CarUsle, 230 

Old, 247 

Carraw, 129 

Carrawburgh, 124 

Carr Hill, 62 

Carville HaU, 41 

Castle Nick mile-castle, 174, 255 

Nook, 247 
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Castle, old, at Newcastle, 46 
Castlesteads. 218 
Cats' Stairs, 175 
Cawfields, 178, 255 
Caw Gap, 178 
Cavalry, Roman, 13 
Centarial stones, 114 
Chapel Hill, 154 

House, 191 

Chesterholm, 167 
Chesters, 87 

diploma found at, 265 

Chester-le-Street, 244 

Chew Green, 244 

Chives, 184 

Chollerford, 72 

CiLUENUM, 87, 271 

Circus Maximus, on a ring, 261 

Claudian, 250 

Claudius visits Britain, 5 

Coal in stations, 51, 142 

Cocklaw Tower. 72 

Cockmount Hill, 183 

Cohorts, 13 

Coins, find of, on Barcombe, 172 

Commodus. his Britannic war, 7 

coin of, 157 

CoNDEncUM, Benwell Hill, 50 
Coney Garth, Wigton, 248 
Constantine the Great, 9 
Coome Crag, 208 
Corbridge,78 

remains of bridge at, 245 

Corchester, 78 

Comovii, cohort of, 46 

COESTOPITUM, 245 
Cousins House, 41 
Coventina, dedication to, 118 
Crag Lough, 164, 166 
Cross, figure of, 149 

at Lanercost, 212 

Crypt, Saxon, at Hexham, 82 
Cyb^le, statue of, 112 

Dacian cohort at Birdoswald, 198 
Deae Matret, 156, 202 
Denisesburn, 70 
Denton, East, Wall at, 51 
Hall, 62 

West, 52 



Devastation of stations, proofs of, 

90 
Dibus veteribust altars to, 116 
Diocletian, 9 
Dion Cassius, 257 
Diploma of citizenship, 92, 265 
Discipline of Augustus, altar to, 

221 
Domitian, 6 
Down Hill, 62 
Drawdikes Castle, 224 
Drumburgh, 237 
Dyke, Ninety-fathom, 52 
Dykesfield, 236 

Ebchester, 246 

Edward I., his last journey, 16& 

Elagabalus, 8. 106, 112 

Elsdon, 244 

Errington Hill Head, 67 

Estuary of Tyne fortified, 39 

Excursions, 269 

Fir-cone ornament, 111 
Fortuna Conservatrix, alt^r to, 

105 
Forum at Chesters, 92 
Fosse of Wall, dimensions of, 21 
Frenchmen's Row, 55 
Funereal stones, 65, 82, 231, 242, 

243 

Galgacus, 6 

Gallienus, 9 

Gammadion, 205 

Gap, 191 

Gateways of stations described, 88 

Gauls, 4th cohort of, 171 

Gelt, Written Rock of the, 33 

Geta, 8, 84 

Giant's Grave, Rutchester, 58 

Gildas, 249 

Gilsland Spa, 192 

Glasson, 238 

Gratian, 10 

Great Chesters, 180 

Greenlee Lough, 164 

Greek altar, 79 

Grindon Lough, 134, 164 
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HABITAlfCUM, 245 

Hadrian arriveB in firitain, 6 
Hadrian, ingcriptions to, 116, 168, 

167, 176, 179 
Halton Cheaters, 62 

Shields, 61 

— — Tower and Church, 65 

Haltwhistle, 179 

Hare Hill, 210, 215 

Harlow Hill, 60 

Haughton Castle, 72 

Headswood, 222 

Heating Roman baildings, mode 

of, 98 
Heddon-on-the-Wall, 55 
Hef enfield, battle of, 69 
Height of points of the Wall) 15 
Hercules, figure of, 58, 214 
Herodian, 257 
Hexham, 80 
Hoddam Castle, 247 
Hodgson, Rev. John, Hutory of 

Northumberland ^ 3, 259 
Honorius, 11, 250 
Horsley, 252 

Britannia Romanct^ 2 

Hot Bank, 164, 255 
Housesteads, 140, 271 

mile-castle, 255 

Howgill, inscription at, 216 
HUNNUM, 63 

Hunters of Banna, altar by, 213 
Hypocausts, 64 

Inscription by the Ala PMriana, 

210 
Iron Sign, 59 

Irthing, river. Wall crossing, 196 
Irthington, 229 
Itinerary, Antonine's, 13 

Jarrow, 244 

Julius Caesar's landing in Britain, 
5 

King's Well, 184 
Eirkandrews, 233 
Eirksteads, altar from, 234 
Knag Bum, 136 



Lancfaester, 246 
Lanercost, 210 

Lapidarium Septentrionale, 4 
Lawe, the. South Shidds, 242 
Legate, 14 
Legion 2nd, 5, 252 

6th, 5, 205, 252 

9th, 5 

14th, 5 

20th, 6, 171, 218, ^2 

Limestone Bank, fosse of Wall lind 

Vallum at, 122 
LoUius Urbicus, 7 

LONQOVICIUM, 246 
LUQUV ALLIUM, 230 

Magna, Caervoran> 187 

Maiden Way, 31, 207, 247 

Marcellus TJlpius, 7 

Marcus Aurelius, 7 

Mare and Foal, the, 178 

Mars Thingsus, altars to, 154 

Maryport, 248 

Masonry of Wall, 34 

Matfen Hall, 61 

Medicinal herbs, 185 

Meg of Mumps Ha', 192 

Middleby, 247 

Mile-castle, Housesteads, liSO 

Mile-castles, account of, 27 

Mile-stones, 168 

Military way of the Wall, 28, 122 

the direct line, 80 

Military Road, modern, 56 
Milking Gap, 166 
Mithraic temple, 155 
Mithras, altar to, 58 
Moresby, 248 
Mortar of the Wall, 35 
Moss Eennels, 137 
Mosstroopers at Housesteads, 148 
Mumps Ha', 192 

Naworth Castle, 214 
Nepos, Aulus Platorius, 7 
Nero, 6 
Netherby, 247 
Netherhall, 248 
Newburn, ford at, 54 
Newcastle, station ai, 44 
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Nine Nicks of Thirlwall, 184, 185 
Notitia, the, 11 

Old Carlisle, 247 

Old Walker, 41 

Optio, 14 

Ordovices, 6 

Ostorius Scapula, 6 

Oswald, King, 69 

Oswald's, St., Church, 69 

Otterburn, 244 

Over Denton, altars from, 194 

Ovingham, 86 

Palmyrene inscription, 242 
Peel Crag, 176 
Pbtbiana, 218 
Pierse Bridge, 246 
Piereon Crag, 217 
Plane-trees Field, Wall at, 70 
Poltross Burn, 193 
Pons ^Elii, 44 
Port Carlisle, 239 
Pbocolitia, 124 
Proconsul, 14 
Propraetor, 14 
Prudhoe Castle, 86 
Pytheas of Marseilles, 5 

Quarries, 32 

Randelands, 215 

Red Barns, 44 

Risingham, 245, 256 

River god. North Tyne, 117 

Rochester, High, 244 

Rock inscriptions, 32, 33, 209, 210, 

217 
Romans abandon Britain, 11 
Rose HiU, 192 
Round Hill, 59 
Rutchester, station at, 57 
Ryton, 53 

St. Oswald's Church, 69 
Sbgbdunum, Wallsend, 38 
Severus Alexander, 8, 106, 112 

inscription to, 84 

Septimius 8, 84, 253, 256 



Sewingshields, 130 
Shell-fish in stations, 100 
Shield-on-the-Wall, 177 
Shields, North and South, 242 
Shildon Hill, 61 
Silvanus, altar to, 212 
South Shields, 242 
Spartian, 257 
Stanwix, 225 
Stations, account of, 24 
Steel Rig, the Wall at, 173 
StiUcho, builder of Wall (?), 10, 

250 
Stote's Houses, 41 
Streets of stations, narrow, 98 
Stukeley, 258 

Stycas found at Hexham, 85 
Suetonius Paulinus, 6 

Tabula honestae missionis, 92, 265 
Temple, small, at Condercum, 50 
Theodosius, 10 
Thirlwall Castle, 187 

Nine Nicks of, 184 

Throckley, 64 

Tombstone, Roman, at Carlisle, 231 

Roman at Hexham, 82 

South Shields. 242, 243 

Tower Taye, 121 
Triermain Castle, 206 
Turret at Black Carts, 121 

at Brunton, 71 

on Mucklebank Crag, 184 

on Nine Nicks of Thirlwall, 

184 
Turrets, or watch- tow^ers, 28 

traces of, 208 

Twice-brewed, 176 

Ulpius, Marcellus, 7 

Vallum, description of, 22 

object of, 23 

Vespasian, 6 
Vexillarius, 14 
Vexillatio, 14 

Victory, figure of, 114, 157, 192 

ViNDOBALA, 57 
ViNDOLANA, 167 
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ViKOViUM, 246 

Walbottle, 63 

Wallbowers mile-castle, 208 
Will, builder of, 249 
■ — - cost of, 37 

facing-stones of, 34 

heicrht of. 19 

- — its pai*t8, 16 

- — length of, 17 

— - mode of building, 36 

- — time in building, 37 

Wallend, 191 

Wall Houses, 61 

WaUsend, 38 

Walltown, 183 

Warburton's Vallum Somanum, 2 

Watch Cross, 229 



Water-course at Birdoswald, 204 

Great Chestfirs, 182 

Watling Street, 31 

Well of Conventina, 126 

Well, supposed Roman, 152 

Welton, 60 

Wesley, John, his remarks, 56 

Wheel marks in gateway, 142 

Whitley Castle, 247 

Whittle Dene, 60 

Wigton, 247 

Willimoteswyke, birth-place of 

Ridley, the Martyr, 173 
Willowford, 195 
Windows, 147 
Winshields, 177 
Written Rock of the Gelt, 33 
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